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"The purpose of considering a report in a public discussion is to establish a
constructive dialogue between the reporting State and the supervisory Committee,
in order to make the Committee's experience available to the State and to enable
it to take advantage of this experience in carrying out the implementation of its
international obligation. At this point, one must stress that the Committees are
neither courts nor quasi-judicial bodies. The nature of the activity may be of a
different quality with regard to the competence of some treaty bodies to receive
and to examine individual complaints or communications. However, it has
never been claimed that the treaty bodies may perform judicial or quasi-judicial
functions. In the consideration of the State Party"s reports, the Committees, as
a result of the dialogue, do not issue a judgment regarding the degree of the
implementation of the provisions contained in the relevant instrument in the
reporting State.

The purpose of the dialogue is rather to assist the reporting State in the
Implementation of its treaty obligations. The dialogue should clarify the scope
and the meaning of the treaty obligations and should highlight those aspects that
may have been neglected by the authorities of the reporting State. It is in this
spirit that the members of the Committees raise issues of concern to them, ask
the questions and formulate their comments accordingly at the end of the
consideration of a report. And it is in the same spirit that the written comments
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of the Committee as a whole are formulated at the conclusion of the
consideration of a report."
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Committee’s concluding observations, in particular suggestions and
recommendations, may not carry legally binding status, they are indicative of the
opinion of the only expert body entrusted with and capable of making such
pronouncements. Consequently, the State Parties to ignore or not act on such
views would be to show bad faith in implementing the Covenant-based
obligations." -
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