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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Dr Hon LUI Ming-wah (Oral Reply)

Regarding the definition of and statistics on small and medium enterprises
("SMEs"), will the Government inform this Council:

€)] given that the current number of SMEs has been reported to be
about 290 000, whether it knows the basis for working out this
figure;

(b) of the criteria adopted by various government departments for

defining SMEs; if different criteria have been adopted, of the
reasons for that; and

(©) according to the definition of SMEs most commonly used by
government departments, of the current number of SMEs and the
total number of employees thereof; and the respective numbers of
SMEs and their employees in the manufacturing sector and the
service sector, as well as a breakdown of these numbers by
industry?
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Hon Mrs Miriam LAU (Oral Reply)

The Administration indicated early last year that it would conduct a study to
examine the viability of providing petrol filling stations in existing car
parks and on land for other commercial uses, so as to promote competition
in the vehicle fuel market. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council of:

@) the progress of the study; and
(b) the multi-storey car parks in the private and public sectors

identified in the study to be suitable for accommodating petrol
filling stations, and the locations of these car parks?
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Hon Albert CHAN (Oral Reply)

The downturn in the local economy since the Asian financial turmoil has
resulted in a persistently high unemployment rate and many owners of
"negative-value™ assets being forced to file petitions for bankruptcy orders.
Economic hardship has made some people emotionally stressful, and even
commit suicide. Regarding the assistance offered to people with financial
problems, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the measures, apart from the Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance Scheme, it has put in place to assist the unemployed in
tackling their financial hardship;

(b) how it has helped the residential property owners of "negative-
value" assets tide over their financial hardship; and

(©) of the channels through which it offers psychological counselling to
families hard hit by financial difficulties, to prevent them from
resorting to negative solutions?
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Dr Hon YEUNG Sum (Oral Reply)

Regarding the designation of existing roads as pedestrian precincts, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) of the locations of the pedestrian precincts already set up or
planned to be set up;

(b) whether it has assessed the improvements on traffic, air quality and
the environment etc. in the vicinity of various pedestrian precincts
after their establishment; if so, of the assessment results; and

(c) of the expected impact of the pedestrian precinct planned to be set
up along a section of the Queen's Road Central in the Central on
the traffic nearby, and the complementing measures it has thus
formulated?
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5) Hon HO Chun-yan (Oral Reply)

Regarding the allocation of vacant units flats in public rental housing
("PRH") estates, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the total number of vacant units available for allocation in PRH
estates under the Hong Kong Housing Authority and the Hong
Kong Housing Society at present, together with a breakdown by
districts;

(b) of the average time required to lease out a PRH unit after the
original household has moved out; and the average time taken for
completing each procedural step involved; and

(©) whether the authorities have made any performance pledge in
respect of the time needed for allocating vacant units; if they have,
of the details of such pledges; if not, the reasons for that?
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Dr Hon LO Wing-lok (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that the Airport Authority ("AA") accepted sponsorship
in the amount of 2.4 million dollars from a tobacco company for improving
the environment and facilities of a smoking lounge at the airport. The
comfortable environment may make smokers stay longer in the smoking
lounge, hence smoke more cigarettes. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council whether it has assessed if AA's acceptance
of sponsorship from a tobacco company has contradicted the Government's
anti-smoking policy; if the assessment shows this to be the case, of the
actions to be taken; if the assessment shows otherwise, the justifications for
that?
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Prof Hon NG Ching-fai (Written Reply)

With regard to the Coordinated Maintenance of Buildings Scheme
introduced by the Buildings Department in August last year, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) of the division of responsibilities between the Scheme and the
Building Management Co-ordination Committees serviced by the
various District Offices;

(b) whether it plans to review the role and functions of the Committees
in order to avoid overlapping with those of the Scheme; if so, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that; and

(c) whether it plans to enlist the assistance of District Councils in
implementing the Scheme; if so, of the details of the plan?
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(8) Hon Andrew CHENG (Written Reply)

Regarding employers who default in payment of wages to their employees,
will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the total number of such cases (other than those in which the
employers have become insolvent) received by the Labour
Department over the past three years, and the number of employees
involved in such cases; and

(b) among such cases in (a), the number of those in which the Labour
Tribunal ruled that the employers concerned had defaulted in
payment of wages to their employees; the respective numbers of
cases in which the employers complied and did not comply with
the orders made by the Labour Tribunal in respect of their default
in payment of wages; and the number of successful prosecutions
against the employers for non-compliance with such orders?
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€)] Hon Cyd HO (Written Reply)

Given the persistently high number of child abuse cases in recent years, will
the Government inform this Council:

@) of the date of the last meeting of the Committee on Child Abuse
which is responsible for coordinating multi-disciplinary efforts to
prevent child abuse; if the Committee has not convened any
meeting for months, the reasons for that; and

(b) whether it has devised positive measures and plans to deter child
abuse; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon LAW Chi-kwong (Written Reply)

As the findings of a survey has shown that the percentage of junior
secondary school students with smoking habit has increased in recent years,
will the Government inform this Council:

@) how it enforces the provision in the Smoking (Public Health)
Ordinance (Cap. 371) prohibiting the sale of cigarettes to persons
under the age of 18 years; of the number of persons prosecuted for
contravening the above provision in the past three years;

(b) of the amount of public expenditure in disseminating anti-smoking
messages last year; and

(c) the other measures to address the problem of juvenile smoking?



#(11)

(11)

B ¥R [ ES (F P F )

ET,J N LT T L AU G (N A D TR R
%;I ORI P TV B o §F{ ;? FT' L[ s OF %‘T f %ﬁ"%‘f
(EFE P_rrﬂ‘ﬂ F[ F[;D¢ Ff

() DR W O
%%%w%fvﬂ:

(= LR NS AN & T8 T RS o

) mMER SR NE TR AN Y
S Fggl fﬁg A RS )Y FJ]IJ;{?&%(% O P E

ki
IEIJ E[ ds fF[[ 7[/ J HH jj/} ’}*‘ %régi N} E:l}" %E
F’T FEEE Bl RWER s »

(P BN SRS R
HiHUE WA E i PFEF®RHH?

Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

With regard to reducing the number of false fire alarms in public rental
housing ("PRH") estates and enhancing the alertness of PRH residents to
fires, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the number of false alarm reports received by the relevant
authorities in each of the past five years;

(b) of the measures in place to reduce the number of such false alarms;

(c) in order to avoid causing confusion to PRH residents, whether it
will consider adjusting the sounds of the emergency alarms in the
elevators and other systems used in the estates to make them
distinguishable from the fire alarms; if so, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that; and

(d) of the measures in place to enhance the alertness of PRH residents
to fires, and whether these include regular fire drills?
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Written Reply)

Recently, | have received a complaint from a member of the public alleging
that a gang of people frequently tout for fortune-telling service to tourists in
Tsim Sha Tsui, the Admiralty and Wan Chai waterfront; and that although
the complainant had reported such cases to the Tsim Sha Tsui Police
Station over the past year, the situation has not improved. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) whether it is aware of such activities;

(b) of the number of complaints lodged by the public or tourists with
the Police or other departments in the past year about the nuisance
caused by such activities; details of how the complaints have been
followed up and the results of the follow-up actions; if the
complaints have not been followed up, of the reasons for that; and

(c) of its plans to prevent these activities from causing nuisance to
tourists?
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Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

Regarding the regulation of the sale and promotion of health food products,
will the Government inform this Council whether:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

it is a breach of the relevant provisions of the Food and Drugs
(Composition and Labelling) Regulations (Cap.132, sub. leg.) to
sell health food products without "best before™ or "use by" dates
labels;

it is an offence to sell health food products without information on
contraindications and instructions for consumption; if so, of the
details;

legislation is in place to regulate the promotion of health food
products under names which look like medical organizations or
medical professionals; and

legislation or measures are in place to restrict the distribution of
promotional materials on health food products within the confines
of public hospitals and public libraries under the Hospital
Authority and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department?
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Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG (Written Reply)

Given that Hong Kong has enacted legislation to regulate the registration,
eligibility for practice, continuing education, conduct and discipline of
Chinese medicine practitioners, will the Government inform this Council
whether it plans to formulate a similar legislative framework for the
regulation of the practice of Chinese medicine dispensers; if so, of the
details and the legislative timetable; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council of:

@) the total number of incidents over the past five years in which the
concrete structures on the external walls of buildings fell off or
canopies collapsed, the resultant casualties in these incidents, as

well as the respective numbers of investigation orders and repair
orders issued to the owners concerned; and

(b) the measures to minimize these incidents?



#(17)

17)

PES AL (]

—l,

P )

B AS AT 2R T TPV RS IS A I ik R i
AR T L <

(=) AW BLIP T Rl TR A
o

(TR
N
Gl
e
=

(=) w3 F o E&’%M%J%%'p%:rﬁ%ﬁ?;zgﬁvf
RN R T N R R O A |

) EERpelRLEAND
CI TRV S I I‘EH'. i 1

_@E
=

R
(?

Ir Dr Hon HO Chung-tai (Written Reply)

Regarding the maintenance and cracking incidents of the main aqueducts
for conveying Dongjiang water, will the Government inform this Council

of:

@) the details of the maintenance plans for the main aqueducts within
Hong Kong for conveying Dongjiang water;

(b) the number of reports received concerning cracking of such
aqueducts in the past three years, and the measures in place to
reduce such occurrences; and

(c) the criteria adopted for deciding whether to offer compensation to

persons who have suffered losses caused by the cracking of
aqueducts?
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Hon Fred LI (Written Reply)

Regarding the redevelopment of Kwun Tong town centre, will the
Government inform this Council:

€)] whether a redevelopment timetable has been drawn up, if so, of
the details; if not, when this will be done;

(b) whether it will conduct public consultation on the redevelopment
plan; if so, of the timing of the consultation; if not, the reasons for
that; and

(©) of the expected improvements in air quality, traffic flow and

community facilities after the district has been redeveloped?
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(29) Hon Emily LAU (Written Reply)

Will the Executive Authorities inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

of the institutions or government departments with which
complaints may be lodged by persons who have been refused
medical insurance coverage by insurance companies because they
suffer from serious illness; the respective numbers of such
complaints received by those institutions or departments in the past
three years, together with a breakdown by the subject of such
complaints; and

whether legislation is in place to regulate such acts of insurance
companies; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon L AU Kong-wah (Written Reply)

Regarding the duty rosters of officers of the Immigration Department at
border control points, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

(€)

of the respective average hourly numbers of officers deployed to
man immigration counters at Lo Wu Control Point during the
Lunar New Year, the Easter and the Christmas holidays in each of
the past three years, and their respective proportions to the
average hourly numbers of people travelling to and from the
Mainland via that control point during the same periods;

whether it has assessed if the number of officers is adequate to
cope with the service demand; if it is assessed to be inadequate,
whether it has plans to increase the establishment; if so, of the
details;

of the longest number of hours of duty undertaken continuously
by officers at immigration counters at Lo Wu Control Point
during the last Christmas holidays; how it compares with the
corresponding figures for the Christmas holidays in the previous
two years;

of the arrangements during the peak hours of cross-boundary
travel for officers manning immigration counters to take rests or
have meals; and

whether officers are required to give written or oral explanations
if they refuse their superiors' request at short notice to undertake
overtime work at immigration counters?



