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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon Cyd HO (Oral Reply)

According to the Census and Statistics ("C&S") Department, the Population
Census to be started in mid-March has the following objective, "in planning
various facilities and services, the Government needs up-to-date population
data to understand the present situation and plan for the future”. The
policy objectives including "annual production of 85000 flats", "turning
Hong Kong into a major cosmopolitan city in Asia" and "adherence to the
principle of sustainable development”, as highlighted by the Chief
Executive in his policy addresses in the past four years, are all closely
related to population data. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council:

@) of the criteria the C&S Department has adopted in designing the
questionnaires for the Population Census and the parties it has
consulted on the contents of the questionnaires; why surveys
targeted at such areas as helping the poor and the needy, manpower
investment and equality between the sexes have not been included
in this Census;

(b) of the rationale for including questions on information relating to
respondents' living quarters in the questionnaires; whether it has
assessed if the data collected can facilitate achievement of the above
long-term policy objectives as set by the Chief Executive in the past
several years; if the assessment result is in the affirmative, of the
details; if the assessment result concludes otherwise, the reasons for
that; and

(c) given that the C&S Department estimated in 1999 that the number
of Mainland children born to Hong Kong residents was 1 670 000
and the accuracy of this figure has been questioned, why the
Administration does not take this opportunity to collect accurate
data in this respect in order to dispel doubts and formulate a policy
regarding such children coming to Hong Kong for family reunion?



