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Series B, para. 146-147):

"freedom of expression is based on the need of a democratic society to promote the
individual self-fulfilment of its members, the attainment of truth, participation
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in decision making and the striking of a balance between stability and change. The
aim is to have a pluralistic, open and tolerant society."
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"Free speech underlies all rights, economic and social as well as civil and political.
Free speech enables testing of new ideas and is central to economic development and
advancement. It underpins the right to participate in public life: it implies the right to
be heard by those in authority.

Free speech is the precondition for, and the sign of, a free society. It is now a principle
of customary international law that the legitimacy of all civil authority derives from a
democratic base as expressed in the will of the people. ... Limits on free speech not
only cannot avoid anarchy and chaos but usually bring those about."
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