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L etterhead of Society for Protection of the Harbour Limited

Legco Panel on Transport
Meeting on 21% September 2001

Objection To Route 7

The construction of Route 7 will destroy the environment of the beautiful South-West
Coastal Regions of Hong Kong Island whereas a medium railway may better serve the
transport needs of the Island Southern District without as great an adverse impact on the
environment.

We therefore strongly urge the Government to conduct a proper comparative evaluation of
Route 7 versus a medium railway option.

We invite attention to the following:-

A. The recent decision of the Environmental Impact Assessment Appeal Board on
Long Valley highlights the need to consider ALL possible alternatives to
infrastructure projects, including alternative routes, designs, transport modes and
even non-transport  options.

B. In his 1999 Policy Address (Paragraph 104), the Chief Executive committed to a
New Comprehensive Transport Strategy of encouraging the use of less polluting
modes of transport including improving railway services.

C. The Third Comprehensive Transport Study published in October 1999 promised that
'more environmentally friendly transport modes such as railway should become the
backbone of passenger transport'.

D. In May 2000, the Transport Bureau issued the Railway Development Strategy 2000
which states that one of its main objectives is 'to increase the share of rail in the
overall transport system to reduce reliance on road-based transport'.

E. In the 2000 Policy Objectives, The Secretary for Transport announced a new
transport strategy "Hong Kong Moving Ahead: A Transport Strategy for the
Future" and pledged to accord priority to railways and 'To develop the concept
that railway should form the backbone of the future passenger transport network'.

A medium railway will accord with the above-mentioned rail-led transport policy now
adopted by the Government as it will provide a less polluting and more efficient transport
system compatible with the future planning needs of the Island Southern District. The
medium railway will also serve more people and larger catchment areas.

We believe that it would be irresponsible of the Government to proceed with Route 7
without a full analysis of the benefits of the obvious aternative of a medium railway.
Indeed, itissurprising that up-to-now, the Government has not carried out such a study.



