
Information requested by the Bills Committee
at its meeting held on 18 January 2001 regarding
requirements of vessels carrying dangerous goods

Ocean-going Vessels

As stipulated in section 16 of the Merchant Shipping (Safety) (Dangerous
Goods and Marine Pollutants) Regulation, Cap. 413 (Annex A), an
ocean-going vessel carrying packaged dangerous goods is required to
have on board a document of compliance (Annex B), issued by the
Director of Marine or the competent authority of the country in which it
is registered, that the spaces in which the dangerous goods are to be
carried comply with the provisions of regulation 143 of the Merchant
Shipping (Safety) (Fire Protection) (Ships Built On or After 1 September
1984) Regulations, Cap. 369 sub. leg. (Annex C).   The provisions of
regulation 143 follow those laid down in the International Convention for
the Safety of Life at Sea 1974, including specific requirements in respect
of the supply of water from the fire main, the provision of fire fighting
equipment, ventilation system, and fire detection and fire alarm systems,
the types and location of electrical equipment and wiring, insulation of
bulkheads, etc.

Local Vessels

As stipulated in regulation 12(1) of the Dangerous Goods (Shipping)
Regulations, Cap. 295 sub. leg. (Annex D), any vessel, be they used in
navigation or not, trading exclusively within the waters of Hong Kong
and required to be registered or licensed pursuant to the provisions of the
Merchant Shipping Ordinance, Cap. 281, is required to obtain the written
permission in respect of such vessel, i.e. a “declaration of fitness” (Annex
E) from the Director of Marine for the conveyance of dangerous goods.

In accordance with regulation 12(3) of the Dangerous Goods (Shipping)
Regulations, Cap. 295 sub. leg. (Annex D), the Director of Marine, before
granting the permission, must be satisfied that the vessel is in all respects
suitable and fit for the conveyance of dangerous goods and is adequately
equipped with fire fighting appliances.  In this regard, the Director will
make reference to the set of requirements for ocean-going vessels as laid



down in regulation 143 of the Merchant Shipping (Safety) (Fire
Protection) (Ships Built On or After 1 September 1984) Regulations, Cap.
369 sub. leg..
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