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May 31, 2001

The Honourable Sin Chung-kai
Chairman, Bills Committee on
Copyright (Suspension of Amendments) Bill 2001
Hong Kong Legislative Council

Re: Support for the Copyright (Suspension of Amendments) Bill 2001

Dear Mr. Sin,

The undersigned industries, members of the Hong Kong Copyright Alliance, are committed
to improving the environment for the development of the copyright-based industries in
Hong Kong. These industries represent the core of Hong Kong's creative and IT industries,
and their survival and growth are key to Hong Kong's own economic development.

We strongly support the passage of the Copyright (Suspension of Amendments) Bill 2001,
as it is currently drafted, as soon as possible. The entry into force of the Intellectual
Property (Miscellaneous Amendments) Ordinance 2000 has put in place an intellectual
property regime to permit the development of world-class copyright and information
technology industries in the Hong Kong SAR.

The current draft of the Copyright (Suspension of Amendments) Bill 2001 would
temporarily roll back many key copyright provisions enacted by the Miscellaneous
Amendments Ordinance, except to the extent they apply to software, films, sound
recordings and television dramas. The Copyright Alliance strongly urges Legco to refrain
from expanding the scope of the suspension any further, as this would seriously undermine
the SAR's effort to develop itself into a leading knowledge-based economy. It is critically
important to the well-being of our industries that the relevant provisions of the Intellectual
Property (Miscellaneous Amendments) Ordinance 2000 not be suspended with respect to
the works that our members create.

We understand that there is some suggestion that, if the Bill does not include a total
suspension of the relevant copyright sections of the Intellectual Property (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Ordinance 2000, the former be modified to drop or suspend application of
the phrase "in connection with" introduced into the Copyright Ordinance by the latter. We
believe that the






