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. Draft Committee Stage amendments proposed for adoption by the Bills
Committee
(LC Paper Nos. LS95/00-01 and LS97/00-01)

The Chairman said that members agreed by majority vote at the previous
meeting held on 7 May 2001 that the Bills Committee would move the Committee
Stage amendments (CSASs) proposed by Miss Margaret NG and Ms Audrey EU to the
proposed section 2AB(12) to the effect that the Gazette notice in respect of the genetic
test procedure and the fee for the test were subsidiary legislation and to the Chinese
text of the proposed section 2AB(7)(a), subject to the advice of Assistant Legal
Adviser 5 (ALADb) on the technical and drafting aspects. After the meeting, two sets
of draft CSAs prepared by ALAS had been issued to members on 8 May 2001 vide LC
paper No. LS 95/00-01. ALA5 was subsequently informed by Miss NG that the
English text of the proposed section 2AB(7)(a) should also be amended. ALAS5
therefore prepared a new set of draft CSAs, which were issued vide LC Paper No. LS
97/00-01 on 10 May 2001, incorporating Miss NG's proposed amendments to the
English text of the proposed section 2AB(7)(a). As the proposed amendment to the
English text of the proposed section 2AB(7)(a) had not been discussed by members, it
was necessary to hold this meeting to discuss whether it should be moved by the Bills
Committee.



2. ALAS explained that the new draft CSAs, which had incorporated Miss
Margaret NG's proposed amendments to the English text of the proposed section
2AB(7)(a), would have the effect of allowing the Director of Immigration to specify
the manner of a genetic test but without requiring the test to be conducted only in the
manner specified.

3. Mr Howard YOUNG said that he had voted at the previous meeting against the
Bills Committee moving the amendment proposed by Miss Margaret NG and Ms
Audrey EU in respect of the Chinese text of the proposed section 2AB(7)(a).
However, it would appear peculiar if the CSA to the Chinese text of the proposed
section 2AB(7)(a) was moved by the Bills Committee but the CSA to the English text
was moved by a Member. In view of this, Mr YOUNG considered that the proposed
CSA to the English text of the proposed section 2AB(7)(a) might also be moved by the
Bills Committee.

4. Members agreed that the CSAs as set out in LC Paper No. LS 97/00-01(03) and
(04) be moved by the Chairman on behalf of the Bills Committee.

5. The Chairman concluded that subject to the CSAs to be moved respectively by
the Administration and the Bills Committee, the Bills Committee supported the
resumption of Second Reading debate on the Bill.

6. In response to the Chairman's question about the date for resumption of Second
Reading debate on the Bill, Deputy Secretary for Security 3 said the earliest date for
resumption of the Second Reading debate on the Bill would be 27 June 2001, but that
he had noted that the law draftsman had yet to examine the technical aspects of the
CSAs. The Chairman said that if the Second Reading debate on the Bill was to
resume on 27 June 2001, the deadline for giving notice of the resumption would be 11
June 2001.

7. The meeting ended at 4:55 pm.
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