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LEQ SLATI VE COUNCI L

M NUTES

No. 4

M nutes of the neeting held on Wednesday 18 COctober 2000 at 2:30 pm

Menbers present:

Pr esi dent
The Hon Ms Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai, GBS, JP

The Hon Kenneth TI NG Who-shou, JP
The Hon Janes TIEN Pei-chun, JP
The Hon David CHU Yu-lin

The Hon Cyd HO Sau-| an

The Hon Al bert HO Chun-yan

Ir Dr the Hon Raynond HO Chung-tai, JP
The Hon LEE Cheuk-yan

The Hon Martin LEE Chu-m ng, SC, JP
The Hon Eric LI Ka-cheung, JP

Dr the Hon David LI Kwok-po, JP
The Hon Fred LI WAh-m ng, JP

Dr the Hon LU M ng-wah, JP

The Hon NG Leung-si ng

Prof the Hon NG Ching-f ai

The Hon Margaret NG

The Hon Janes TO Kun-sun



The Hon CHEUNG Man- kwong

The Hon HUI Cheung-ching

The Hon CHAN Kwok- keung

The Hon CHAN Yuen- han

The Hon Bernard CHAN

The Hon CHAN Kam | am

The Hon M's Sophi e LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, SBS, JP
The Hon LEUNG Yi u-chung

The Hon SI N Chung- kai

The Hon Andrew WONG Wang-fat, JP
Dr the Hon Philip WONG Yu- hong
The Hon WONG Yung- kan

The Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, JP
The Hon Howard YOUNG JP

Dr the Hon YEUNG Sum

The Hon YEUNG Yi u- chung

The Hon LAU Chi n-shek, JP

The Hon LAU Kong-wah

The Hon LAU Wbng-fat, GBS, JP
The Hon Ms Mriam LAU Ki n-yee, JP
The Hon Anbrose LAU Hon-chuen, JP
The Hon Em |y LAU Wi - hing, JP
The Hon CHOY So-yuk

The Hon Andrew CHENG Kar -f oo

The Hon SZETO Wah

The Hon LAW Chi - kwong, JP

The Hon TAM Yi u-chung, GBS, JP



Dr the Hon TANG Siu-tong, JP

The
The
The
The
The
The

The

Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him JP
Hon LI Fung-ying, JP

Hon Henry WJ Ki ng- cheong, BBS
Hon Tommy CHEUNG Yu-yan, JP
Hon M chael MAK Kwok- fung

Hon Al bert CHAN Wi -yip

Hon LEUNG Fu-wah, M, JP

Dr the Hon LO W ng-1 ok

The
The
The

The

The
The

The
The

The
The

The
The

Hon WONG Si ng- chi
Hon Frederick FUNG Ki n-kee
Hon I P Kwok-him JP

Hon LAU Pi ng- cheung

Menbers absent:
Hon Ms Selina CHOW LI ANG Shuk-yee, JP

Hon Tinmothy FOK Tsun-ting, SBS, JP

Public officers attending:

Honourabl e Ms Anson CHAN, GBM JP
Chi ef Secretary for Admnistration

Honour abl e Donal d TSANG Yam kuen, JP
Fi nanci al Secretary

Honourabl e Elsie LEUNG O -sie, JP
Secretary for Justice

M CHAU Tak- hay, JP
Secretary for Commerce and I ndustry

M  Gordon SIU Kw ng-chue, JP
Secretary for Planning and Lands

M Dom ni ¢ WONG Shi ng-wah, GBS, JP



Secretary for Housing

M ss Deni se YUE Chung-yee, JP
Secretary for the Treasury

M St ephen | P Shu-kwan, JP
Secretary for Financial Services

Ms Lily YAM KWAN Pui -ying, JP
Secretary for the Environnent and Food

Dr YEOH Eng- ki ong, JP
Secretary for Health and Wl fare

Ms Regina |IP LAU Suk-yee, JP
Secretary for Security

M's Fanny LAW FAN Chi u-fun, JP
Secretary for Educati on and Manpower

M WONG Hung-kin, JP
Secretary for Wrks

Clerks in attendance:
M Ri cky FUNG Choi -cheung, JP, Secretary Ceneral
Ms Pauline NG Man-wah, Assistant Secretary Ceneral (1)

M Ray CHAN Yum nou, Assistant Secretary CGeneral (3)



Tabling of Papers

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule

21(2) of the Rules of Procedure:

Subsidiary Legislation / Instrunents L. N. No.

1. Hong Kong Special Adm ni strative Region 277/ 2000
Passports O di nance (Amendnment of Schedul e)
Noti ce 2000 (gazetted on 13.10.2000)

2. Aerial Ropeways (Fees) (Amrendnent) Regul ation 278/ 2000
2000 (gazetted on 13.10.2000)

3. Insurance Conpanies (Actuaries' Standards) 279/ 2000
Regul ation (gazetted on 13.10.2000)

4, Lifts and Escal ators (Safety) (Fees) 280/ 2000
(Arendnent) Regul ation 2000 (gazetted on
13. 10. 2000)

5. Factories and I ndustri al Under t aki ngs 281/ 2000

(Loadshi fting Machinery) Regulation (L.N 85
of 2000) (Commencenent) Notice 2000 (gazetted
on 13.10.2000)

Q her Papers
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Clothing Industry Training Authority
Annual Report 1999 (published on 9.10.2000)

Construction Industry Training Authority
Annual Report 1999 (published on 9.10.2000)

The Land Registry Tradi ng Fund Hong Kong
Annual Report 1999-2000 (published on 9.10.2000)

Conpani es Registry
Annual Report 1999-2000 (published on 10.10.2000)

El ectrical and Mechanical Services Trading Fund
Annual Report 1999/ 2000 (published on 10.10.2000)

Report of changes to the approved Estinmates of
Expendi ture approved during the first quarter of
2000-01 (Public Finance Odinance : Section 8)
(published on 11.10.2000)

Hong Kong Council on Snoking and Heal th
Annual Report 1999-2000 (published on 11.10.2000)

The Legi sl ative Council Comm ssion
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Annual Report 1999-2000 (published on 12.10.2000)

- The Governnment Mnute in response to the Report
No. 34 of the Public Accounts Conmttee dated June
2000 (published on 17.10.2000)

The Chief Secretary for Adm nistration addressed the Counci
on the Governnent Mnute in response to the Report No. 34 of
t he Public Accounts Conmittee dated June 2000.

Quest i ons

1.

Hon Kenneth TI NG asked Question 1.

The Secretary for Commerce and I ndustry replied.

Five Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Commerce and Industry replied.

Hon Al bert HO asked Question 2.

The Secretary for Financial Services replied.

Three Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Fi nanci al Services replied.

Hon CHAN Kam | am asked Question 3.

The Secretary for Housing replied.

Five Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Housi ng replied.

Hon LAW Chi - kwong asked Question 4.

The Secretary for the Environnment and Food replied.

Five Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
t he Environnment and Food replied.

Hon CHAN Yuen- han asked Question 5.

The Secretary for Health and Welfare repli ed.



Si x Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Health and Welfare replied.

6. Hon LAU Kong-wah asked Question 6
The Secretary for Housing replied.

Si x Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Housi ng replied.

Witten replies to Questions 7 to 16 were tabled for Menbers
i nformation.

St at enent s

The Chief Secretary for Administration nade a statenent on her
recent visit to Beijing.

Six Menbers asked questions to seek elucidation on the
statenent and the Chief Secretary for Adm nistration replied.

Bills

First Reading

I nl and Revenue (Amendnent) Bill 2000
Stanp Duty (Anendnent) Bill 2000

| nm gration (Arendnent) Bill 2000
Rehabilitation Centres Bil

The Bills were read the first tine and ordered to be set down
for Second Reading pursuant to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

Second Readi ng

I nl and Revenue (Anendnent) Bill 2000
Stanp Duty (Anendnent) Bill 2000

The Secretary for the Treasury noved the Second Reading and
addressed the Council on each of the above two Bills.

Question on the Second Readi ng proposed. The President stated
that in accordance with Rule 54(4) of the Rules of Procedure,
the debates on the above Bills were adjourned and the Bills
were referred to the House Committee.



| mmi gration (Anendrent) Bill 2000
Rehabilitation Centres Bil

The Secretary for Security noved the Second Reading and
addressed the Council on each of the above two Bills.

Question on the Second Readi ng proposed. The President stated
that in accordance with Rule 54(4) of the Rules of Procedure,
the debates on the above Bills were adjourned and the Bills
were referred to the House Conmittee.

Menbers' WMbtions

| npoveri shnent of marginal workers

Hon CHAN Yuen-han noved the followi ng notion and addressed the
Counci |l :

That, in view of the aggravation of the problem of poverty and
the increasing nunber of “marginal workers” in Hong Kong, this
Council wurges the CGovernnent to face up to the plight of
mar gi nal workers and to put in place the follow ng neasures to
al l eviate their hardship:

(a) inplementing an economc devel opnent strategy that
“prioritizes the provision of enploynent”, for exanple by
pronmoting the waste recycling and recovery industries,
devel oping comunity and personal services, as well as
strengthening the assistance for small and nedi umsized
enterprises, so as to create enpl oynent opportunities for
the unenployed and provide opportunities for the |ow
salaried and less skilled workers to find better jobs and
i nprove their livelihood,

(b) introducing progressive tax bands for profits tax, so as
to inprove social services and reduce the disparity in
the living standards between the rich and the poor;

(c) inplementing a “re-enploynment support scheme” and, in the
long run, considering the establishment of a nore
conpr ehensi ve unenpl oynent protection system to provide
unenpl oyed wor ker s with fi nanci al security and
opportunities for participating in skills enhancenent
training while they are seeking enploynent, thereby
facilitating their re-joining the workforce;

(d) reviewing expeditiously the existing |abour-related
|l egislation with a view to safeguarding the rights and
interests of marginal workers who are in difficulties,
for exanple, by abolishing the requirenent that only
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t hose enpl oyees who have worked continuously for the sane
enpl oyers for four weeks and at least 18 hours a week
wll be protected under the Enploynent Ordinance, so as
to prevent enployers from evading their responsibility
for providing enploynent protection to their enployees;
and

(e) re-structuring the framework for providing training for
wor kers, pooling the training resources, as well as
encouragi ng trade associations and | abour unions to play
an active role in training workers.

Question on Hon CHAN Yuen-han's notion proposed.

The President stated that Hon WONG Sing-chi would nove an
amendnent to the notion. In accordance with the Rules of
Procedure, the notion and the anendment would be debated
together in a joint debate.

Hon WONG Sing-chi noved the followng anmendnent to Hon CHAN
Yuen-han's noti on and addressed the Council :

To delete “inplenmenting a “re-enploynment support schenme” ” after
“(c)” and substitute with “enhancing the supports under the
Conpr ehensive Social Security Assistance Schene for assisting
the unenmployed and the I|owsalaried 1in rejoining the
wor kforce, including granting special allowances for |ob-
seeking purposes and raising the |Ievel of disregarded
earnings,”;, to delete “a nore conprehensive unenploynent
protection” and substitute wth “an unenpl oynent insurance”; to
delete “and” after “prevent enployers from evading their
responsibility for providing enploynment protection to their

enpl oyees;”; and to add “ and (f) legislating against age
discrimnation in order to protect the mddle and ol d-aged

margi nal workers from not being offered enploynent solely
because of their age” after “to play an active role in training
wor ker s”.

Question on Hon WONG Sing-chi's anmendnent to Hon CHAN Yuen-
han's notion proposed.

17 Menbers spoke on the notion and the anmendnent.
Hon CHAN Yuen- han spoke on the anmendnent.

The Secretary for Education and Manpower spoke on the notion
and t he anmendnent.

Question on Hon WONG Sing-chi's anmendnent to Hon CHAN Yuen-
han's notion put.



- 29 -

Hon SIN Chung-kai clainmed a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 23 were present, four were in
favour of the anmendnent, 18 against it and one abstained;
whi |l e anong t he Menber s ret ur ned by geogr aphi ca
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election
Commttee, 28 were present, 14 were in favour of the amendnent
and 13 against it. (Voting record in Appendix |.) Since the
guestion was not agreed by a mpjority of each of the two
groups of Menbers present, she declared that the anendnent was
negati ved.

Hon CHAN Yuen-han repli ed.
Question on Hon CHAN Yuen-han's notion put.

Hon CHAN Yuen-han clained a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 23 were present, nine were in
favour of the motion and 14 against it; while anong the
Menbers returned by geographical constituencies through direct
el ections and by the Election Commttee, 28 were present, 23
were in favour of the notion and four against it. (Voting
record in Appendix Il.) Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Menbers present, she
decl ared that the notion was negati ved.

Creating enploynent opportunities

Hon Fred LI noved the following notion and addressed the
Counci | :

That, in view of the persistently high unenploynent rate in
Hong Kong and the increasing nunber of |owincone earners,
this Council urges the Governnent to:

(a) encourage enployers, through tax concessions, to create
nore new jobs and offer them to the unenployed who have
under gone trai ni ng;

(b) assist the socially-disadvantaged groups to set up
comunity co-operative societies, so as to create jobs
and posts to provide services for the |ocal comunity;

(c) legislate for a quota system for the enploynent of the
disabled, so as to increase their chance of getting
enpl oyed;



- 30 -

(d) <create the posts of teaching assistants and information
t echnol ogy co-ordinators; and

(e) set up referral centres for part-tinme donestic hel pers so
as to create nore part-time enploynent opportunities for
WoITen.

Question on Hon Fred LI's notion proposed.

The President stated that Hon Howard YOUNG would nove an
amendnent to the notion. In accordance with the Rules of
Procedure, the notion and the anendment would be debated
together in a joint debate.

Hon Howard YOUNG noved the follow ng amendnent to Hon Fred
LI's notion and addressed the Council:

To delete “legislate for a quota system for the enploynent of
the disabled,” after “(c)” and substitute wth “encourage
enpl oyers, through tax concessions, to enploy the disabled”
and to delete “chance of getting enployed” and substitute with
“enpl oynent opportunities”.

Question on Hon Howard YOUNG s anendnent to Hon Fred LI's
noti on proposed.

14 Menbers spoke on the notion and the anendnent.
Hon Fred LI spoke on the anmendnent.

The Secretary for Education and Manpower spoke on the notion
and t he amendnent.

Question on Hon Howard YOUNG s anendnent to Hon Fred LI's
notion put.

Hon Howard YOUNG clainmed a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 21 were present, 11 were in favour
of the anmendnent and 10 against it; while anong the Menbers
returned by geographical constituencies through direct
elections and by the Election Conmttee, 25 were present,
three were in favour of the anendnent and 21 against it.
(Voting record in Appendix I1l.) Since the question was not
agreed by a mgjority of each of the two groups of Menbers
present, she declared that the anmendnent was negati ved.

Hon Fred LI replied.

Question on Hon Fred LI's notion put.



Hon Fred LI clained a division. The President then ordered
the Council to divide wunder Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 21 were present, nine were in
favour of the notion, 11 against it and one abstained; while
anong the Menbers returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Conmittee, 25
were present, 20 were in favour of the notion and four against
it. (Voting record in Appendix IV.) Since the question was not
agreed by a mgjority of each of the two groups of Menbers
present, she declared that the notion was negatived.

Next Meeting

The President declared that the next neeting of the Council
woul d be held on 25 Cctober 2000 at 2:30 pm

The Council was adjourned at 10: 01 pm

(Ms Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai)
Pr esi dent

Counci | Chanber
Hong Kong



