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LEQ SLATI VE COUNCI L

M NUTES

No. 10

M nutes of the neeting held on Wednesday 29 Novenber 2000 at 2:30 pm

Menbers present:

Pr esi dent
The Hon Ms Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai, GBS, JP

The Hon Kenneth TI NG Who-shou, JP

The Hon Janes TIEN Pei-chun, JP

The Hon David CHU Yu-lin

The Hon Cyd HO Sau-| an

The Hon Al bert HO Chun-yan

Ir Dr the Hon Raynond HO Chung-tai, JP
The Hon LEE Cheuk-yan

The Hon Martin LEE Chu-m ng, SC, JP
The Hon Eric LI Ka-cheung, JP

Dr the Hon David LI Kwok-po, JP

The Hon Fred LI WAh-m ng, JP

Dr the Hon LU M ng-wah, JP

The Hon NG Leung-si ng

The Hon Margaret NG

The Hon Ms Selina CHOW LI ANG Shuk-yee, JP

The Hon Janes TO Kun-sun



The Hon CHEUNG Man- kwong

The Hon HUI Cheung-ching

The Hon CHAN Kwok- keung

The Hon CHAN Yuen- han

The Hon Bernard CHAN

The Hon CHAN Kam | am

The Hon M's Sophi e LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, SBS, JP
The Hon LEUNG Yi u-chung

The Hon SI N Chung- kai

The Hon Andrew WONG Wang-fat, JP
Dr the Hon Philip WONG Yu- hong

The Hon WONG Yung- kan

The Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, JP
The Hon Howard YOUNG JP

Dr the Hon YEUNG Sum

The Hon YEUNG Yi u- chung

The Hon LAU Chi n-shek, JP

The Hon LAU Kong-wah

The Hon LAU Wbng-fat, GBS, JP

The Hon Ms Mriam LAU Ki n-yee, JP
The Hon Anbrose LAU Hon-chuen, JP
The Hon Em |y LAU Wi - hing, JP

The Hon CHOY So-yuk

The Hon Andrew CHENG Kar -f oo

The Hon SZETO Wah

The Hon Tinothy FOK Tsun-ting, SBS, JP

The Hon LAW Chi - kwong, JP



The Hon TAM Yi u-chung, GBS, JP
Dr the Hon TANG Siu-tong, JP

The Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him JP
The Hon LI Fung-ying, JP

The Hon Henry WJ Ki ng- cheong, BBS
The Hon Tommy CHEUNG Yu-yan, JP
The Hon M chael MAK Kwok- fung
The Hon Al bert CHAN Wi -yip

The Hon LEUNG Fu-wah, MH, JP

Dr the Hon LO W ng-1I ok

The Hon WONG Si ng-ch

The Hon Frederick FUNG Ki n-kee
The Hon | P Kwok-him JP

The Hon LAU Pi ng- cheung

Menber absent:

Prof the Hon NG Ching-f ai

Public officers attending:

The Honourable M's Anson CHAN, GBM JP
The Chief Secretary for Adm nistration

The Honour abl e Donal d TSANG Yam kuen, JP
The Fi nancial Secretary

The Honourable Elsie LEUNG O -sie, JP
The Secretary for Justice

M CHAU Tak- hay, JP
Secretary for Commerce and I ndustry

M Dom ni ¢ WONG Shi ng-wah, GBS, JP
Secretary for Housing

M ss Deni se YUE Chung-yee, JP



Secretary for the Treasury

M St ephen | P Shu-kwan, JP
Secretary for Financial Services

Dr YEOH Eng- ki ong, JP
Secretary for Health and Wl fare

Ms Regina | P LAU Suk-yee, JP
Secretary for Security

M's Fanny LAW FAN Chi u-fun, JP
Secretary for Educati on and Manpower

Ms Sandra LEE Suk-yee, JP
Secretary for Econom c Services

M Paul TANG Kwok-wai, JP
Secretary for the Environnent and Food

Clerks in attendance:
M Ri cky FUNG Choi - cheung, JP, Secretary Ceneral

M LAW Kam sang, JP, Deputy Secretary Ceneral

M's Justina LAM CHENG Bo-1ing, Assistant Secretary GCeneral
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Tabling of Papers

The followi ng papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule
21(2) of the Rules of Procedure:

Subsidiary lLegislation / Instrunents L. N. No.
1. Dangerous Drugs Odinance (Anmendnent of 329/ 2000

First Schedule) (No. 2) Order 2000 (gazetted
on 24.11.2000)

2. Dutiable Commodities (Amendnent) (No. 2) 330/ 2000
Regul ati on 2000 (gazetted on 24.11. 2000)

3. Firearns and Ammunition (Anmendnent) (No. 2) 331/ 2000
Regul ati on 2000 (gazetted on 24.11. 2000)

4. Firearnms and Amunition (Storage Fees) 332/ 2000
(Amendnent ) Or der 2000 (gazetted on
24.11. 2000)

5. Pawnbr okers (Amendnent ) Regul ati on 2000 333/ 2000
(gazetted on 24.11.2000)

6. Bills of Sale (Fees) (Amendnent) Regul ation 334/ 2000
2000 (gazetted on 24.11.2000)

7. Fees for Oficial Si gnat ur es and 335/ 2000

M scel | aneous Services (Anmendnent) Notice
2000 (gazetted on 24.11.2000)

8. Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal Fees 336/ 2000
(Amendnent ) Rul es 2000 (gazetted on
24.11. 2000)

9. Hgh Court Fees (Amendnent) Rules 2000 337/ 2000
(gazetted on 24.11.2000)

10. District Court Civil Procedure (Fees) 338/ 2000
(Amendnent) (No. 2) Rules 2000 (gazetted on
24.11. 2000)

11. Coroners (Fees) (Amendnent ) Rul es 2000 339/ 2000
(gazetted on 24.11.2000)

12. Small dainms Tribunal (Fees) (Anendnent) 340/ 2000
Rul es 2000 (gazetted on 24.11. 2000)

13. Legal Practitioners (Fees) (Amendnent) (No. 2) 341/ 2000
Rul es 2000 (gazetted on 24.11. 2000)

14. Mandatory Provident Fund Schenes (Conpensation 342/ 2000
Cl ainms) Rules (gazetted on 24.11.2000)

15. Mandatory Provident Fund Schenes (Wnding Up) 343/ 2000

Rul es (gazetted on 24.11.2000)



Q her Paper

No. 34 - The Prince Philip Dental Hospital Hong Kong Report
by the Board of Governors for the period 1 April
1999 to 31 March 2000 (published on 20.11. 2000)

Questi ons

1. Dr Hon LU M ng-wah asked Question 1
The Secretary for Security replied.
Five Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Security replied.

2. Dr Hon David LI asked Question 2.
The Secretary for Conmerce and I ndustry replied.
Seven Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Commerce and Industry replied.

3. Dr Hon LO Wng-| ok asked Question 3.
The Secretary for Education and Manpower replied.
Five Menbers asked supplenentaries. The Secretary for
Educati on and Manpower and the Secretary for Health and
Vel fare replied.

4. Dr Hon TANG Si u-tong asked Question 4.
The Secretary for Housing replied.
Ei ght Menbers asked suppl enentaries and the Secretary for
Housi ng replied.

5. Hon Tonmmy CHEUNG asked Question 5.
The Secretary for Security replied.

Si x Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Security replied.
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6. Hon Kenneth TI NG asked Question 6.
The Secretary for Econom c Services replied.

Seven Menbers asked supplenmentaries and the Secretary for
Econom ¢ Services replied.

Witten replies to Questions 7 to 20 were tabled for Menbers
i nformation.

Bills

First Reading

Securities and Futures Bil
Banki ng (Arendnent) Bill 2000

The Bills were read the first tinme and ordered to be set down
for Second Reading pursuant to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of
Procedure.

Second Readi ng

Securities and Futures Bil
Banki ng (Anendnent) Bill 2000

The Secretary for Financial Services noved the Second Readi ng
and addressed the Council on each of the above two Bills.

Question on the Second Readi ng proposed. The President stated
that in accordance with Rule 54(4) of the Rules of Procedure,
the debates on the above Bills were adjourned and the Bills
were referred to the House Committee.

Menbers' Motions

Proposed resolutions under the Interpretation and Cenera
d auses O di nance

Hon Ms Mriam LAU noved the foll ow ng noti on and addressed the
Counci |l :

Resol ved that the Resolution of the Legislative Council (L.N
206 of 2000) (Commencenent) Notice 2000, published as Lega
Notice No. 286 of 2000 and laid on the table of the
Legislative Council on 25 Cctober 2000, be anended, by
repealing "1 Decenber 2000" and substituting "1 Decenber
2001".



Question on the notion proposed.

The Chairman of the Subcommttee forned to study the
Resolution of the Legislative Council (L.N. 206 of 2000)
(Comrencenent) Notice 2000 and the Fixed Penalty (Crim nal
Proceedings) (No. 3) Regulation and the Secretary for the
Envi ronnent and Food spoke on the notion.

Anot her six Menbers spoke on the notion.

The Secretary for the Environment and Food spoke again.
Hon Ms Mriam LAU replied.

Question on the notion put.

Hon Ms Mriam LAU clained a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 28 were present, four were in
favour of the nmotion and 24 against it; while anong the
Menbers returned by geographical constituencies through direct
el ections and by the Election Commttee, 22 were present, four
were in favour of the notion and 17 against it. (Voting record
in Appendix 1.) Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Menbers present, she
decl ared that the notion was negati ved.

The President stated that Hon Ms Mriam LAU had indicated
that she would w thdraw her second proposed resolution under
the Interpretation and General C auses Ordinance if her first
notion was negatived. Since this was the case, Hon Ms Mriam
LAU had therefore w thdrawn her second proposed resolution.
Wth the perm ssion of the President, Hon Ms Mriam LAU gave
reasons of her wthdrawal.

Abol i shing the age requirenent for dependent parent allowance

Hon WONG Si ng-chi nmoved the follow ng notion and addressed the
Counci | :

That, as the serious unenploynment situation in Hong Kong has
forced many people to retire early, this Council urges the
Governnment to abolish the age requirenent that a dependent
parent nust reach the age of 60 to qualify for the dependent
parent allowance, so that all taxpayers w th dependent parents
are eligible to claim such allowance, thereby providing an
incentive for taxpayers to provide for their parents who are
under the age of 60 and are unenpl oyed or have no incone, so
as to alleviate their financial burden.
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At 5:53 pm the President's Deputy took the chair during the
tenporary absence of the President.

Question on the notion proposed.

10 Menbers and the Secretary for the Treasury spoke on the
not i on.

At 7:13 pm the President resuned the chair.
Hon WONG Si ng-chi repli ed.
Question on the notion put.

Hon WONG Sing-chi claimed a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 23 were present, seven were in
favour of the notion, 14 against it and two abstained; while
anong the Menbers returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Conmittee, 26
were present, 21 were in favour of the notion , three against
it and one abstained. (Voting record in Appendix Il.) Since
the question was not agreed by a mpjority of each of the two
groups of Menbers present, she declared that the notion was
negati ved.

oposing the surge of fees and charges

Hon CHAN Kam | am noved the follow ng notion and addressed the
Counci |l :

That, while the public have yet to benefit from the slight
i nprovenent in Hong Kong's econony, the Governnent and a
consi derabl e nunber of public and private organizations have
chosen to propose increases in fees and charges at this stage,
t hereby aggravating the burden on the public; in this regard,
this Council urges the Governnent to face up to the surge of
fees and charges, and continue to freeze governnent fees and
charges which have a direct inpact on people's |ivelihood; at
the same tine, this Council calls on the public utilities to
go through the hard tinmes with the public by freezing their
fees and char ges.

Question on Hon CHAN Kam | am s notion proposed.

The President stated that Hon Fred LI, Hon LAU Chi n-shek and
Hon James TIEN would nove anendnents to the notion. In
accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the notion and the
t hree anmendnents woul d be debated together in a joint debate.
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Hon Fred LI, Hon LAU Chin-shek and Hon Janmes TIEN spoke
respectively on the notion and their anmendnents.
19 Menbers spoke on the notion and the anmendnents.
Hon CHAN Kam | am spoke on the anendnents.

The Secretary for the Treasury spoke on the notion and the
amendnent s.

Hon Fred LI noved the followng anmendnent to Hon CHAN Kam
| am s notion:

To delete “urges” and substitute with “strongly opposes”; to
delete “to face up to the surge of fees and charges, and
continue to freeze governnent” and substitute with “increasing

its”; to add *, including charges for water, sewage and
postage” after “direct inpact on people's Ilivelihood”; to
delete “calls on” and substitute wth “strongly opposes
increases in fares and charges by”; and to delete “to go

through the hard times with the public by freezing their fees
and charges” and substitute with “and transport conpanies,
such as Hongkong Electric Conpany Limted, Tate's Cairn
Tunnel, Tai Lam Tunnel, Wstern Harbour Crossing, New World
First Bus Services Limted and Star Ferry Conpany Limted”.

Question on Hon Fred LI's anmendnment to Hon CHAN Kam|am s
notion proposed and put.

Hon Fred LI clained a division. The President then ordered
the Council to divide wunder Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, five were in
favour of the anendnent and 20 against it; while anong the
Menbers returned by geographical constituencies through direct
el ections and by the Election Commttee, 26 were present, 11
were in favour of the anendnent and 14 against it. (Voting
record in Appendix I1l.) Since the question was not agreed by
a mpjority of each of the two groups of Menbers present, she
decl ared that the anendnent was negati ved.

Hon Ms Selina CHOWrose to nove the followi ng notion wthout
notice:

That in the event of further divisions being claimed in
respect of the remamining notions to be noved to the notion on
Qpposing the surge of fees and charges at this neeting, Rule
47(1)(c) of the Rules of Procedure be suspended so that the
President may order that the Council do proceed to each of
such divisions imediately after the division bell has been
rung for one mnute.
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Question on the notion proposed, put and agreed to.

Hon LAU Chin-shek noved the followng anmendnent to Hon CHAN
Kam | am s notion:

To del ete “which have a direct inpact on people's livelihood”;
to add “in order to safeguard people's livelihood,” after “at
the sane tine,”; to delete “calls on” and substitute wth
“strongly opposes”; and to delete “to go through the hard
times with the public by freezing” and substitute wth
“increasing”.

Question on Hon LAU Chin-shek's anendnent to Hon CHAN Kam
| aml s notion proposed and put and negati ved.

Hon James TIEN noved the follow ng anmendnment to Hon CHAN Kam
| am s noti on:

To add “and the business environment” after “direct inpact on
people's livelihood”; to delete “to go” and substitute with “,
apart from having regard for making reasonable returns, to
also consider the factor of going”; and to delete *“by
freezing” and substitute with “when considering whether or not

to adjust”.

Question on Hon Janes TIEN s anmendnent to Hon CHAN Kam | ami s
noti on proposed and put.

Hon Janes TIEN cl ai ned a division. The President then ordered
the Council to divide wunder Rule 49(5) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, 17 were in favour
of the anendnent and eight against it; while anong the Menbers
returned by geographical constituencies through direct
el ections and by the Election Conmmttee, 26 were present, five
were in favour of the anendnent and 20 against it. (Voting
record in Appendix IV.) Since the guestion was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Menbers present, she
decl ared that the anendnent was negati ved.

Hon CHAN Kam | amrepli ed.
Question on Hon CHAN Kam | am s notion put.

Hon CHAN Kamlam clainmed a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, 11 were in favour
of the notion, two against it and 12 abstained; while anong
the Menbers returned by geographical constituencies through
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direct elections and by the Election Commttee, 26 were
present, 19 were in favour of the notion, three against it and
three abstained. (Voting record in Appendix V.) Since the
guestion was not agreed by a mpjority of each of the two
groups of Menbers present, she declared that the notion was
negati ved.

Next Meeting

The President declared that the next neeting of the Council
woul d be held on 6 Decenber 2000 at 2:30 pm

The Council was adjourned at 10:32 pm

(Ms Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai)
Pr esi dent

Counci | Chanber
Hong Kong



