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LC Paper

No. CB(3) 476/00-01

LEQ SLATI VE COUNCI L

M NUTES

No. 19

M nutes of the neeting held on Wednesday 21 February 2001 at 2:30 pm

Menbers present:

Pr esi dent

The Hon Ms Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai, GBS, JP

The Hon Kenneth TI NG Who-shou, JP

The Hon Janes TIEN Pei-chun, JP

The Hon Cyd HO Sau-| an

The Hon Al bert HO Chun-yan

Ir Dr the Hon Raynond HO Chung-tai, JP
The Hon LEE Cheuk-yan

The Hon Martin LEE Chu-m ng, SC, JP
The Hon Eric LI Ka-cheung, JP

Dr the Hon David LI Kwok-po, JP

The Hon Fred LI WAh-m ng, JP

Dr the Hon LU M ng-wah, JP

The Hon NG Leung-sing

Prof the Hon NG Chi ng-fai

The Hon Margaret NG

The Hon Ms Selina CHOW LI ANG Shuk-yee,

The Hon Janes TO Kun-sun

JP
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The Hon CHEUNG Man- kwong
The Hon HU Cheung- chi ng

The Hon CHAN Kwok- keung

The Hon CHAN Yuen- han

The Hon Bernard CHAN

The Hon CHAN Kam | am

The Hon M's Sophi e LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, SBS, JP
The Hon LEUNG Yi u- chung

The Hon SI N Chung- kai

The Hon Andrew WONG Wang-fat, JP
Dr the Hon Philip WONG Yu- hong

The Hon WONG Yung- kan

The Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, JP
The Hon Howard YOUNG JP

Dr the Hon YEUNG Sum

The Hon YEUNG Yi u- chung

The Hon LAU Chin-shek, JP

The Hon LAU Kong-wah

The Hon LAU Wong-fat, GBS, JP

The Hon Ms Mriam LAU Ki n-yee, JP
The Hon Anmbrose LAU Hon-chuen, JP
The Hon Emily LAU Wi - hing, JP

The Hon CHOY So-yuk

The Hon Andrew CHENG Kar -f 0o

The Hon SZETO Wah

The Hon Tinothy FOK Tsun-ting, SBS, JP
The Hon LAW Chi - kwong, JP

The Hon TAM Yi u-chung, GBS, JP
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Dr the Hon TANG Siu-tong, JP

The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him JP
Hon LI Fung-ying, JP

Hon Henry WJ Ki ng- cheong, BBS
Hon Tommy CHEUNG Yu-yan, JP
Hon M chael MAK Kwok- fung

Hon Al bert CHAN Wi -yip

Hon LEUNG Fu-wah, M4, JP

Dr the Hon LO W ng-1I ok

The
The
The
The
The

The

The
The

The
The

The
The

Hon WONG Si ng- chi

Hon Frederick FUNG Ki n-kee
Hon | P Kwok-him JP

Hon LAU Pi ng- cheung

Hon Audrey EU Yuet-nee, SC, JP

Menber absent:

Hon David CHU Yu-lin

Public officers attending:

Honour abl e Ms Anson CHAN, GBM JP
Chief Secretary for Adm nistration

Honour abl e Donal d TSANG Yam kuen, JP
Fi nanci al Secretary

Honourabl e El sie LEUNG O -sie, JP
Secretary for Justice

M Nicholas NG Wng-fui, JP
Secretary for Transport

M Dom ni ¢ WONG Shi ng-wah, GBS, JP
Secretary for Housing
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M ss Deni se YUE Chung-yee, JP
Secretary for the Treasury

M St ephen | P Shu-kwan, JP
Secretary for Financial Services

Dr YEOH Eng- ki ong, JP
Secretary for Health and Wl fare

M  LEE Shi ng-see, JP
Secretary for Wrks

Ms Carrie YAU TSANG Ka-lai, JP
Secretary for Information Technol ogy and Broadcasti ng

M's Fanny LAW FAN Chi u-fun, JP
Secretary for Education and Manpower

Clerks in attendance:
M  Ri cky FUNG Choi -cheung, JP, Secretary Ceneral
M LAW Kam sang, JP, Deputy Secretary Ceneral

M Ray CHAN Yum nou, Assistant Secretary CGeneral (3)
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Tabling of Papers

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule
21(2) of the Rules of Procedure:

Subsidiary Legislation / Instrunents L. N. No.
1. Public Health and Municipal Services Odinance 43/ 2001

(Public WMarkets) (Designation and Anendnment
of Tenth Schedule) Order 2001 (gazetted on

16. 2. 2001)

2. Declaration of Markets Notice (Amendnent) 44/ 2001
Decl arati on 2001 (gazetted on 16.2.2001)

3. Broadcasting QO di nance (48 of 2000) 45/ 2001
(Commencenent ) Noti ce 2001 (gazetted on
16. 2. 2001)

4. Intellectual Property (M scellaneous Anrendnents) 46/ 2001

Ordi nance 2000 (64 of 2000) (Conmencenent)
Noti ce 2001 (gazetted on 16.2.2001)

Quest i ons

1. Hon NG Leung-si ng asked Question 1.
The Secretary for Wrks replied.
11 Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Wor ks repli ed.
2. Hon LAU Kong-wah asked Question 2.
The Secretary for Transport replied.
Ten Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Transport replied.
3. Hon Kenneth TI NG asked Question 3.
The Secretary for Education and Manpower replied.

Five Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Educati on and Manpower replied.
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4, Hon Em |y LAU asked Question 4.

The Secretary for Information Technol ogy and Broadcasting
replied.

Seven Menbers asked suppl enentaries. The Secretary for
I nformati on Technol ogy and Broadcasting and the Secretary
for Health and Welfare replied.

5. Hon Fred LI asked Question 5.
The Secretary for Housing replied.
Three Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for

Housi ng replied.

As the Secretary for Education and Manpower, who was to
answer the followng question, was not in the Chanber,
the President suspended the neeting at 3:54 pm

The Council resumed at 3:58 pm

6. Hon LEUNG Fu-wah asked Question 6.
The Secretary for Education and Manpower repli ed.

Si x Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Educati on and Manpower replied.

Witten replies to Questions 7 to 20 were tabled for Menbers
i nformation.

Mbt i ons

Proposed resolution under the Pharmacy and Poi sons Ordi hance

The Secretary for Health and Wlfare noved the follow ng
noti on and addressed the Council :

Resol ved that the follow ng Regul ations, made by the Pharmacy
and Poi sons Board on 29 January 2001, be approved -

(a) t he Pharnmacy and Poi sons (Anmendnent) Regul ati on 2001; and
(b) t he Poi sons List (Amendnent) Regul ation 2001.

Question on the notion proposed, put and agreed to.
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Menbers' Motions

Proposed resolutions under the Interpretation and Cenera
d auses O di nance

The President stated that Hon LAU Chi n-shek and Hon Janes TIEN
had separately given notice to nove the follow ng four notions

under the Interpretation and General C auses O dinance. As
the notions proposed by Hon LAU Chin-shek and Hon Janes TIEN
were identical, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure, she

would only invite Hon LAU Chin-shek, who had given notice
earlier, to nove the notions.

1. Aubs (Safety of Prem ses) (Fees) (Amendrment) Regul ation 2001

Hon LAU Chi n-shek noved the follow ng notion and addressed the
Counci | :

Resol ved that the Cubs (Safety of Prem ses) (Fees)
(Amendnent) Regul ation 2001, published as Legal Notice No. 13
of 2001 and laid on the table of the Legislative Council on 17
January 2001, be anended by repealing section 2(a), (b), (c),

(d), (e), (f), (9) and (h).
Question on the notion proposed.
Hon Janes Tl EN spoke on the notion

Hon CHAN Kam | am Chairman of the Subcommttee forned to study
the subsidiary legislation relating to the revision of fees
and charges gazetted on 12 January 2001, spoke on the notion.

Two other Menbers and the Secretary for the Treasury spoke on
t he noti on.

Question on the notion put.

Hon LAU Chin-shek clained a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 22 were present, 12 were in favour
of the nmotion and ten against it; while anong the Menbers
returned by geographical constituencies through direct
el ections and by the Election Conmttee, 24 were present, siX
were in favour of the notion and 17 against it. (Voting record
in Appendix 1.) Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Menbers present, she
decl ared that the notion was negati ved.
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2. Builders' Lifts and Tower Working Platfornms (Safety) (Fees)
(Amendnent ) Regul ati on 2001

Hon LAU Chi n-shek noved the follow ng notion and addressed the
Counci | :

Resol ved that the Builders' Lifts and Tower Wrking Platforns
(Safety) (Fees) (Amendnent) Regulation 2001, published as
Legal Notice No. 14 of 2001 and laid on the table of the
Legi slative Council on 17 January 2001, be repeal ed.

Question on the notion proposed, put and negati ved.

3. Fire Service (Installation Contractors) (Anendnent) Regul ation
2001

Hon LAU Chi n-shek noved the followi ng notion and addressed the
Counci |l :

Resolved that the Fire Service (lnstallation Contractors)
(Amendnent) Regul ation 2001, published as Legal Notice No. 15
of 2001 and laid on the table of the Legislative Council on 17
January 2001, be repeal ed.

Question on the notion proposed, put and negati ved.

4. Tinber Stores (Amendnent) Regul ation 2001

Hon LAU Chi n-shek noved the follow ng notion and addressed the
Counci | :

Resolved that the Tinber Stores (Amendnent) Regulation 2001
publ i shed as Legal Notice No. 16 of 2001 and laid on the table
of the Legislative Council on 17 January 2001, be repeal ed.

Question on the notion proposed, put and negati ved.

Conditions of enploynent offered by subvented organizations
and contractors of governnent projects or services

Hon LEE Cheuk-yan noved the foll ow ng notion and addressed the
Counci | :

That this Council urges the Governnent to require that the
conditions of enploynent offered by subvented organizations
and contractors of governnent projects or services to their
staff should conmply wth the m nimum standards of enploynent,
i ncl udi ng m ni num wages and upper limts on working hours.
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Question on Hon LEE Cheuk-yan's notion proposed.

The President stated that Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung would nove an
amendnent to the notion. In accordance with the Rules of
Procedure, the notion and the anendment would be debated
together in a joint debate.

Hon YEUNG Yi u-chung noved the follow ng anendnent to Hon LEE
Cheuk-yan's notion and addressed the Council:

To delete “mnimunt from “m ni num wages” and substitute wth
“reasonable”; to delete “upper I|imts on”; and to add
“, provision of rest days, paid leave and termnation
benefits, etc., so as to enable the staff to enjoy the full
enpl oynent protection and benefits conferred by |egislation;
at the sane tine, the Governnment should explore ways of
ensuring that the renuneration and benefits for the staff
concerned will not be subject to unreasonable exploitation”
after “working hours”.

Question on Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung's anendnent to Hon LEE Cheuk-
yan's notion proposed.

Two Menbers spoke on the notion and the anendnent.

At 5:30 pm the President's Deputy took the chair during the
tenporary absence of the President.

Anot her 12 Menbers spoke on the notion and the anendnent.
At 6:30 pm the President resuned the chair.

One further Menber spoke on the notion and the anmendnent.
Hon LEE Cheuk-yan spoke on the anmendnent.

The Secretary for Education and Manpower spoke on the notion
and the amendnent.

Question on Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung's anmendnent to Hon LEE Cheuk-
yan's notion put.

Hon YEUNG Yi u-chung clainmed a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 26 were present, 15 were in favour
of the anmendnent, nine against it and tw abstained;, while
anong the Menbers returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Conmttee, 26
were present, 22 were in favour of the anmendnent, two agai nst
it and one abstained. (Voting record in Appendix Il.) Since
the question was agreed by a mpjority of each of the two
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groups of Menbers present, she declared that the anendnent was
agr eed.
Hon LEE Cheuk-yan repli ed.

Question on Hon LEE Cheuk-yan's notion as anended by Hon YEUNG
Yi u- chung put.

Hon Janes TIEN cl ai ned a divi sion. The President then ordered
the Council to divide wunder Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 29 were present, 17 were in favour
of the anmended notion, ten against it and two abstai ned; while
anong the Menbers returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Conmittee, 26
were present, 24 were in favour of the anended notion and one
abst ai ned. (Voting record in Appendix Il1l1.) Since the question
was agreed by a mpjority of each of the two groups of Menbers
present, she declared that the anmended notion was carried.

Negati ve assets

Hon Howard YOUNG noved the follow ng notion and addressed the
Counci | :

That, as the local property market is still beset by the
probl em of negative assets, which not only underm nes |oca
people's desire for consunption and investnent and puts
pressure on the stability of the financial market, but also
adversely affects the overall econony of Hong Kong, thereby
causing plights anmong many mddle-class people, snmall and
medi um enterprises and people wth negative assets, this
Council urges the Governnent to expeditiously adopt effective
measures to inprove the situation, including:

(a) reviewing the housing policy, including examning the
value of the existence of and the function of the Hone
Ownership Schene, and whether they contradict the
original intention of establishing the Scheneg;

(b) wurging the Hong Kong Monetary Authority to encourage
banks to adopt a tolerant nortgage policy towards people
wi th negative assets, such as allowing a grace period for
recovering from them the differences between the anounts
of the nortgage |oans and the market prices of the flats,

offering them lowinterest loans for repaying such
di fferences, and adopting the tenporary arrangenent of
allowng them to repay the principal, but not the

interest, of the | oans; and
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(c) wurging the Hong Kong Monetary Authority to encourage
banks to adopt the same nortgage policy for both new and
second- hand property.

Question on Hon Howard YOUNG s nption proposed.

The President stated that Hon Frederick FUNG Hon Al bert HO
and Hon CHAN Kam|am woul d npve anendnents to the nmotion. In
accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the notion and the
t hree anmendnents woul d be debated together in a joint debate.

Hon Frederick FUNG Hon Al bert HO and Hon CHAN Kam | am spoke
respectively on the notion and their anmendnents.

22 Menbers spoke on the notion and the anendnents.
Hon Howard YOUNG spoke on the anendnents.

The Secretary for Housing and the Secretary for Financial
Servi ces spoke on the notion and the anendnents.

Hon Frederick FUNG noved the follow ng anendnent to Hon Howard
YOUNG s noti on:

To add “fornulate a clear and stable housing policy, maintain
the role of the Hone Omership Schenme in assisting people who
cannot afford private property in acquiring their own flats,
and” after “this Council urges the CGovernnment to”; to delete
“(a) reviewing the housing policy, including exam ning the
value of the existence of and the function of the Hone
Omnership Schenme, and whether they contradict the original
intention of establishing the Schene;”; to delete “(b)” and
substitute with “(a)”; and to delete “(c)” and substitute with

“(b)”".

Question on Hon Frederick FUNG s anendnment to Hon Howard
YOUNG s notion proposed and put.

Hon Frederick FUNG clainmed a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 29 were present, four were in
favour of the anendnment, 21 against it and four abstained;
whi |l e anong t he Menber s ret ur ned by geogr aphi cal
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election
Commttee, 24 were present, seven were in favour of the
anendnent, six against it and ten abstained. (Voting record in
Appendi x IV.) Since the question was not agreed by a majority
of each of the two groups of Menbers present, she declared
that the anendnment was negati ved.
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Hon Ms Selina CHOWrose to nove the followi ng notion wthout
noti ce:

That in the event of further divisions being claimed in
respect of the remaining notions to be noved to the notion on
Negative assets at this neeting, Rule 47(1)(c) of the Rules of
Procedure be suspended so that the President may order that
the Council do proceed to each of such divisions imrediately
after the division bell has been rung for one mnute.

Question on the notion proposed, put and agreed to.

Hon Al bert HO noved the followng anendnent to Hon Howard
YOUNG s notion:

To delete “the housing” after “(a) review ng” and substitute
with “Hong Kong's overall”; to delete *, including exam ning
the value of the existence of and the function of the Hone
Ownership Schenme, and whether they contradict the original
intention of establishing the Schenme” and substitute wth
“and, providing appropriate assistance to people with negative
assets and, at the sane tinme, formulating a clear and stable
housi ng policy, honouring its pledge to build not |ess than
50,000 public housing units each year primarily for renting
out, and affirmng the inportance of the Hone Omership Schene
in assisting people who cannot afford private property to
acquire their own flats;”; to delete “nortgage” after “to
adopt a tolerant”; to delete “offering them | owinterest |oans
for repaying such differences, and adopting the tenporary
arrangenent of allowing them to repay the principal, but not
the interest, of the loans” and substitute with “offering to
those households who repay their nortgage |oans regularly an
interest rate close to the level for new property, extending
the period of repaynent and, as a tenporary neasure, allow ng
them to repay the interest, but not the principal, of the
loans”; and to delete “the sane nortgage policy” and
substitute with “sim |l ar nortgage policies”.

Question on Hon Albert HO s anendnent to Hon Howard YOUNG s
noti on proposed and put.

Hon Al bert HO clainmed a division. The President then ordered
the Council to divide wunder Rule 49(5) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 29 were present, 17 were in favour
of the anendnent and 12 against it; while anong the Menbers
returned by geographical constituencies through direct
el ections and by the Election Commttee, 24 were present, 17
were in favour of the anmendnent and six against it. (Voting
record in Appendix V.) Since the question was agreed by a
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majority of each of the two groups of Menbers present, she
decl ared that the anendnent was agreed.

The President stated that Hon CHAN Kam | am had indicated that
he would withdraw his proposed anendnent if Hon Albert HO s
anendnent to Hon Howard YOUNG s notion was agreed. Since this
was the case, Hon CHAN Kamlam had therefore w thdrawn his
proposed anmendnent to Hon Howard YOUNG s noti on.

Hon Howard YOUNG repli ed.

Question on Hon Howard YOUNG s notion as anmended by Hon Al bert
HO put .

Hon Al bert HO clained a division. The President then ordered
the Council to divide wunder Rule 49(5) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 29 were present, 18 were in favour
of the anmended notion and 11 against it; while anong the
Menbers returned by geographical constituencies through direct
el ections and by the Election Commttee, 25 were present, 20
were in favour of the anended notion and four against it.
(Voting record in Appendix VI.) Since the question was agreed
by a mpjority of each of the two groups of Menbers present,
she declared that the amended notion was carried.

Next Meeting

The President declared that the next neeting of the Council
woul d be held on 28 February 2001 at 2:30 pm

The Council was adjourned at 10:32 pm

(Ms Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai)
Pr esi dent

Counci | Chanber
Hong Kong



