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Hon James TO (Oral Reply)

Regarding the level of rents of public rental housing ("PRH") under the
Housing Authority, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the median rent-to-income ratios derived from the latest statistics,
broken down by estate and household size respectively;

(b) given that the overall rent of private domestic premises has dropped
by 30% in the past three years, whether it has assessed if the
Housing Authority's practice of freezing rather than lowering PRH
rents was unfair to PRH tenants; if so, of the assessment results; and

(c) whether it has assessed how the consumer sentiment of PRH
families and the pace of recovery in Hong Kong's economy have
been affected by the persistent increase in the rent-to-income ratios
of these families; if so, of the assessment results?
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Hon L AU Ping-cheung (Oral Reply)

In the 2000 Policy Address, the Chief Executive pledged that “"the SAR
Government will make every effort to keep our local professionals well
informed of developments in the opening up of the China market" upon
China’'s entry into the World Trade Organization. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council whether it will consider asking the
Beijing Office of the SAR Government to collect information on newly
implemented economic policies and laws in the Mainland as well as related
business information for expeditious transmission to the professional
bodies concerned, and to provide one-stop support services to assist the
professional bodies in exploring business opportunities in the Mainland; if
not, of the ways to fulfil the Chief Executive's pledge?
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Hon Mrs Selina CHOW (Oral Reply)

Regarding the relationship between cross-boundary travels of Mainland and
Hong Kong residents and the local consumer market, will the Government
inform this Council:

@) of the respective average daily numbers of Hong Kong residents
visiting the Mainland during weekends, long weekends and public
holidays, and the annual growth in such numbers in each of the
past three years;

(b) whether it has assessed the impact of Hong Kong residents’ visits
to the Mainland on the local consumer market; if it has, of the
assessment result; if not, the reasons for that; and

(©) whether it will consider simplifying the formalities for Mainland
residents' visits to Hong Kong and taking other measures to attract
more Mainland residents here and stimulate local spending?
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Hon Andrew CHENG (Oral Reply)
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Regarding the review of the employees' compensation system and
rehabilitation policy, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

of its initial assessments on the recommendations made in the
Review on Employees' Compensation System in Hong Kong,
published by the Hong Kong Federation of Insurers last November,
in particular about adopting a step-down approach after statutory
compensations have been paid to injured workers over a certain
period of time, stipulating that employees are not entitled to
statutory and civil compensations at the same time, and
implementing a mandatory rehabilitation programme;

whether it plans to set up a committee to review comprehensively
the employees' compensation system and the relevant legislation in
Hong Kong; and

whether it will consider formulating a comprehensive rehabilitation
policy in respect of injured workers for the sake of providing better
treatment to them and protecting their rights for reinstatement after
recovery?



#5) MBELFEE (P ER)

GRS (1999 F 4E )
RN
F R ) N R AW
R

gL L g
oo TR S R
#rgh gl 1o

<V

]

7

(=) FFTRARFESHASDT T YRR
P b

(Z) PBEFHARENBMEER Y

(Z)  GHER SRR T e R Y2

5) Hon Bernard CHAN (Oral Reply)

In the 1999 Policy Address, the Chief Executive proposed to set up a
Council for Sustainable Development and intended to make a grant of $100
million to provide funding support for initiatives which aim at enhancing
public awareness of sustainable development. In this regard, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) why the Council has not yet been set up and when it is estimated to
be set up;

(b) of the detailed terms of reference of the Council; and

(© of the estimated time when the public may submit applications for
such funding support?
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Hon Cyd HO (Oral Reply)
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Towards the end of last year, the Food and Drug Administration of the
United States directed food manufacturers to recall 300 food products
because they contained genetically-modified corn ingredients unauthorized
for human consumption. Human consumption of foods containing such
ingredient, which is branded Starlink, may result in allergic reactions or
even death.  In this connection, will the Government inform this Council

whether:

€)) it knows if food products and animal feeds containing that kind of
corn ingredients are being sold in Hong Kong; if it does, of the

details; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) it has taken steps, including approaching food importers and
relevant authorities in the United States, to ensure that foods being
sold in Hong Kong do not contain that kind of corn ingredients; if

so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; and

(c) it has put in place a mechanism for the expeditious and concurrent
recall from food importers, wholesalers and retailers of food
products containing such corn ingredients; if so, of the details; if not,

the reasons for that?
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Hon Mrs Miriam LAU (Written Reply)

Regarding the adequacy of liquefied petroleum gas ("LPG") filling stations
to meet demand, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the current number of LPG taxis in service;

(b) of the number of LPG filling stations now in operation, and the
maximum number of vehicles that can be served simultaneously at
each filling station;

(c) of the respective numbers of LPG filling stations scheduled to be
constructed and converted, and the expected commissioning date
and location of each station, as well as the maximum number of
vehicles that can be served simultaneously by each filling station;

(d) whether it has received applications last year for the construction
of LPG filling stations on private land; if so, of the number of such
applications and their outcomes; if any application has been
rejected, the reasons for that; and

(e) whether it has adopted measures to encourage the construction of
LPG filling stations on private land; if so, of the details of such



measures; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon HO Chun-yan (Written Reply)

Regarding the various types of rental housing blocks constructed by the
Hong Kong Housing Authority and the Hong Kong Housing Society, will
the Government inform this Council of:

€)] the earliest and the latest years of completion for individual blocks,
and the respective usable areas of the largest and the smallest units,
in respect of each type of these housing blocks; and

(b) the names of Harmony-type or Concord-type estates, together with
the occupation date, number of blocks and total number of units of
each of these estates?
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€)] Hon NG Leung-sing (Written Reply)

Regarding the development of new landfills, will the Government inform
this Council:

€)] of the remaining capacity of each of the existing landfills and the
respective years in which they are anticipated to be filled up;

(b) whether it has searched for sites for the development of new
landfills; if so, of the sites under consideration; if not, the reasons
for that; and

(c) whether it has discussed with the relevant Mainland authorities the
possibility of developing landfills in the Mainland for disposal of
waste transferred from Hong Kong; if so, of the progress and
outcome of the discussions, and the sites identified initially, as
well as the estimated average per-tonne cost for disposal of waste?



(10)

LA AR M I BN (e
HUE o pll 1999 B 1 E] 1[I E 4

(<) B E ARG T 9
S A B R BT

_mh

(: ) ?Wﬁ F[ %[ b [FIJ
ISR SN *Ia M

'F' ;K

PRR S E e
BB A ROpY R 2 AR R

(2) g gl
BErE 2

Sl TR SR

=
\l\wl
i
<
]
A
_

Hon LI Fung-ying (Written Reply)

Regarding medical blunders in public hospitals, will the Government
inform this Council whether it knows:

€)] the total number and a breakdown of such blunders; the respective
numbers of those cases resulting in the death or severe trauma of
the patient;

(b) the number of cases in which the Hospital Authority has made

compensation to the patients concerned or their families, and the
amount of compensation in each case; and

(©) the number of medical and nursing staff disciplined for making
mistakes resulting in such blunders

since 1 January 1999?
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Hon Frederick FUNG (Written Reply)

It has been reported that the watercloset system in some newly-occupied
public rental housing ("PRH") estates are faulty in design. The siphonage
effect resulting from several upper floor units flushing at the same time will
suck out the water retained in the sanitary pails in units at middle or lower
floors, thereby causing the emission of soil pipe stenches through the pails
into the relevant units. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council:

@) of the number of complaints it received last year from residents of
PRH estates about water in the sanitary pails of their units being
sucked away strangely or stenches emitting from the sanitary pails,
the names of the PRH estates involved and the reported number of
units with such problem in each estate;

(b) of the solutions to the problem; and

(c) whether the affected residents will be compensated; if so, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon L AU Wong-fat (Written Reply)

Regarding the control of advertisement signboards, will the Government
inform this Council whether:

@) it has studied the effect of the size of the overhanging advertisement
signboards, as well as the distance between these signboards, on the
dissipation rate of the exhaust emitted by vehicles running on the
concerned streets; if so, of the details; if not, whether it will conduct
a study in this respect;

(b) it will take into account the dissipation of vehicle emissions in
drawing up the regulatory details for advertisement signboards; if
not, of the reasons for that; and

(©) it will consider setting an upper limit on the projection of
advertisement signboards over a street, so as to avoid their blocking
the view above?
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Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

Regarding the three concrete batching plants, approved in 1999-2000, to be
built in the vicinity of Tong Yan San Tsuen, will the Government inform
this Council:

@) whether it has assessed the impact of the plants on the environment
and traffic in the neighbourhood after all of them have commenced
operation; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; and

(b) of the measures it will take to ensure that the operation of the plants
will not affect the daily lives of the local residents, and will not
jeopardize their health and life?
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Hon CHOY So-yuk (Written Reply)

At the meeting of the Panel on Planning, Lands and Works on 18 October
last year, the Acting Secretary for Works said that "every government slope
upgraded under the Landslip Prevention Measures Programme in 2001 and
thereafter will be landscaped.” In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council of the number of slopes it plans to upgrade in this and
the next two years and, in particular, the number which will be dressed up
in green; and the reasons for some slopes not thus dressed up?
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:
@) of the total number of events held at Government House in the past
two years, with a breakdown by the type of events and by whether

they were held during day-time or in the evening; and

(b) whether it has recently reviewed if Government House could be
open more frequently to tourists?
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Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

Regarding educational television ("ETV"), will the Government inform this
Council:

@ of the production costs for ETV programmes in each of the past
three years;

(b) of the percentage of schools which currently broadcast ETV
programmes in class, and the average number of classes per week
in which these programmes are broadcast;

(c) whether it has conducted any survey to ascertain if the contents of
these programmes are well-received by students; if it has, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that;

(d) of the criteria adopted for assessing the benefits of these
programmes to students; and

(e) of the measures in place to promote the future development of
ETV?
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Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council whether persons other than
registered medical professionals have contravened any stipulations in the
Chinese Medicine Ordinance (Cap. 549) by claiming in advertisements or
on signboards that they can cure certain illnesses such as spur or provide
certain kinds of specialist Chinese medicine treatments such as acupuncture
therapy; if they have contravened the stipulations, how it has promoted the
public's awareness of such stipulations; if they have not, of the reasons for
that?
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Hon Albert CHAN (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the number of cases referred for arbitration over the past three
years among the disputes between the Government and the
contractors over public works; among them, the number of cases in
which the Government lost, as well as the total amount of payments
awarded to the contractors; and

(b) how it has learned from the previous cases to reduce its chances of
losing in future arbitration cases?
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Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council whether any measures are in
place to encourage schools and the organizations concerned to educate
youngsters about the ethical conduct and correct attitude to adopt when
using the Internet, and to caution them against illegal Internet activities; if
so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong (Written Reply)

The Crimes Ordinance (Cap. 200) provides for the anonymity of a victim of
a "specified sexual offence”. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

@ whether it has assessed if the above anonymity provision has been
contravened by the media displaying photographs of the victims
whose appearance have been partly covered or disclosing the
victims' physical characteristics or other personal particulars when
they report news relating to "specified sexual offences"”; if it has
made such assessment, of the findings;

(b) of the number of prosecutions instituted against the media agencies
for contravening the anonymity provision in the past five years,
and the details of and judgements on those cases; and

(©) whether it plans to amend the legislation to explicitly stipulate that
incest and acts of sexual assault on children are "specified sexual
offences”, so as to prohibit the media from disclosing the identity
of the victims of these offences; if so, when such a bill will be
introduced into this Council; if not, of the reasons for that?



