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Hon Kenneth TING (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that the record of an organization indicates that the
number of young children being sent abroad for education has been on the
increase for three consecutive years, and these children are sent abroad at a
much younger age; there are comments that this situation is related to the
hasty and ineffective education reforms implemented in Hong Kong in
recent years. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council
whether:

@) it has statistics on the number of Hong Kong children aged 12 or
below sent to the United Kingdom or the United States of America
for education in each of the past three years; if it has not, whether it
will compile the statistics as soon as possible; and

(b) it has assessed if the above situation is related to the public's lack of
confidence in Hong Kong's education system and the education
reforms implemented in recent years; if the assessment result is in
the affirmative, of the counter-measures in place, including ways to
incorporate the public's views when considering education reform
initiatives; if the result is in the negative, of the justifications for
that?



