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(Translation)

Motion on “Quality of Dongjiang water”
to be moved by Hon Frederick FUNG Kin-kee
at the Legislative Council meeting
on Wednesday, 20 June 2001

Wording of the Motion

“That, in view of the fact that although Dongjiang water has become Hong Kong’s
major source of potable water supply, the pollutant level of raw water of Dongjiang
often exceeds the standards, and that the cost of purchasing Dongjiang water, which
amounts to more than HK$2 billion a year, has not been appropriately spent on the
construction of sufficient water treatment facilities in the Dongjiang basin, resulting in
the quality of Dongjiang water supplied to Hong Kong not being able to fully comply
with the standards stipulated in the water supply agreement; at the same time, as the
closed aqueduct currently under construction, which has been financed by the
Government through an interest-free loan of HK$2.3 billion, not only fails to
safeguard the quality of Dongjiang water supplied to Hong Kong, but also disrupts the
local ecological environment and may pollute the fresh foods supplied to Hong Kong,
this Council expresses concern and urges the Government to:

(a) strengthen co-operation with the Guangdong Authority in order to critically
assess and announce the extent to which the ecological environment and the
quality of water supplied to Hong Kong have been affected by the sharp rise of
the pollutant level of the original water supply course and the back-flow of the
effluent to Dongjiang due to the closed aqueduct works, and assess the additional
resources required to remedy the damage to and the pollution of the local
ecological environment and the Dongjang water resource caused by the project;

(b) propose to the Guangdong Authority that the cost of purchasing Dongjiang water
be appropriately spent on the construction of sufficient water treatment facilities
in the Dongjiang basin until the water quality has fully complied with the
standards;

(c) ensure that the water quality standards, as well as the legal and economic
liabilities in the case of the pollutant level exceeding the standards are stated
clearly in the new water supply agreement between Hong Kong and
Guangdong ;

(d) strengthen co-operation with the Guangdong Authority on waterworks, and to
stipulate more clearly the obligations and rights of each party in areas of policy
co-ordination and financial co-operation in relation to the distribution of the
quantity of water to be supplied, safeguards for the water quality and
environmental protection;

(e) ensure that before undertaking any large-scale joint waterworks projects with the
Guangdong Authority in future, extensive public consultation will be conducted
with a view to complying with the principle of sustainable development; and

(f) expeditiously formulate policies on recycling water resources, optimizing the use
of local water sources and water conservation, and to conduct studies on
alternative water sources.”
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