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Purpose

This paper shows the major components of Members' operating expenses in
June 2000 and compares them with the weights used in the Consumer Price Index (C).

Operating Expenses in Summary

2. The average operating expenses per Member based on the expenses
reimbursed for June 2000 are as follows:

$ %

Monthly ceiling for office operation expenses reimbursement 101,290 100

Staff remuneration and expenses 63,977 63.2

Office accommodation 10,762 10.6

Other operating expenses 17,347 17.1

Equipment and furniture 66 0.1

Total reimbursement 92,152 91.0

Monthly ceiling for entertainment and travelling expenses
reimbursement

14,460 100

Entertainment and travelling 12,930 89.4

Staff remuneration 313 2.2

Total reimbursement 13,243 91.6
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3. The extent to which Members had claimed reimbursement up to the maximum
amount allowable is shown below:

No. of Members

Amount claimed

Office Operating
Expenses

(OOE)

Entertainment and
Travelling Expenses

(ETE)
Total

(OOE + ETE)

100% 29 50 30

96% - 99% 10 0 8

91% - 95% 3 1 2

86% - 90% 5 0 9

81% - 85% 3 1 1

71% - 80% 2 1 1

61% - 70% 2 1 3

51% - 60% 2 1 4

41% - 50% 2 0 0

31% - 40% 1 1 1
.
.
.

0 0 0

0% - 5% 0 3 0

Detailed Breakdown

4. The expenses in paragraph 2 above are broken down below for comparison
with the weights used in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) (C):

Staff Expenses

$
% of Monthly

Expenses Ceiling
Weight (%) in

CPI(C)

Salaries 61,044 52.74 –

Medical benefits 116 0.10 1.54

Insurance premiums 46 0.04 –

Others 755 0.65 –

Funds set aside 2,016 1.74 –

Total 63,977 55.27 1.54

5 Statistics on the number of employees hired by each Member and the range of
salaries are shown in Appendices I and II respectively.
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6. Out of 59 Members, 24 had set aside funds for payment of year-end double
pay or contract-end gratuities.

Office Accommodation Expenses

$
% of Monthly

Expenses Ceiling
Weight (%) in

CPI(C)

Rents, management fees, rates and
government rents

9,826 8.49 33.77

Utility charges 936 0.81 1.19

Total 10,762 9.30 34.96

7. In June 2000, rents in the amount of $560,000 for 76 district offices were
claimed by 48 Members.  After eliminating the portions shared by other parties, there was
an equivalent of 70 offices.  Thirty-two of these offices were located in public housing
estates, with a total rent of $155,000, while 38 were situated elsewhere, with a total rent of
$405,000.

Other Operating Expenses, Equipment and Furniture

$
% of Monthly

Expenses Ceiling
Weight (%) in

CPI(C)

Stationery 552 0.48 0.23

Periodicals and newspapers 538 0.46 0.66

Printing 5,144 4.44 –

Consultancy fees 7,395 6.39 –

Communication 2,611 2.26 1.17

Publicity and activities 430 0.37 –

Repairs and maintenance 156 0.13 0.19

Members' medical and dental
insurance

10 0.01 –

Minor Tools 50 0.04 –

Software and fixtures 18 0.02 –

Equipment 66 0.06 6.31

Others 443 0.38 2.65

Total 17,413 15.04 11.21
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Entertainment and Travelling Expenses

$
% of Monthly

Expenses Ceiling
Weight (%) in

CPI(C)

Entertainment and Travelling 12,930 11.17 23.21

Staff remuneration 313 0.27 –

Total 13,243 11.44 23.21

8. Three Members used part of their entertainment and travelling expenses
reimbursement to pay their staff's salaries in June 2000.

Consumer Price Indexes

9. The concepts and methods for compiling CPIs are explained in Appendix III.

10. The CPI(C) is based on the expenditure pattern of the second highest 10%
households, which had an average monthly expenditure of $34,000–$68,700 at 1999 prices.
The components and their relative weighting in the CPI(C) are shown in Appendix IV.

Explanatory Notes

11. Members may have noted that only figures for the last month of the first
HKSAR Legislative Council term were used in the statistics above.  While the figures for
staff salaries and office rents are not expected to vary significantly from month to month, the
same could not be expected of other expenses because they could be cyclical in nature (e.g.
publication of newsletters) or effected by the reimbursement ceiling and credit period of other
expenses.

12. The figures quoted are based on expenses reimbursed.  Expenses which fell
outside the reimbursement ceiling are not reflected in the figures.

13. Apparently, some Members have used their own offices without claiming any
rent.

14 Although the CPI(C) does not have a separate weight for wages and salaries,
these items should have been reflected to a certain extent in the price of the commodities and
services.

Advice Sought

15. Members are invited to note the pattern of Members' expenses and consider
the reasonableness of adjusting the monthly expenses reimbursement ceiling in accordance
with the movement of the CPI(C).

* * * * * * * * * * *

Legislative Council Secretariat
November 2000
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Statistics on the number of employees 

hired by Members in different salary ranges

Salary Range ($)

0 - 5000

No. of Employees

5,001 - 10,000

10,001 - 15,000

Total

30,001 - 35,000

including 57 employees hired on a part-time basis and 4
paid on a pro-rata basis because they only worked for
part of the month in June 2000

Appendix I
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94
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32
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Appendix II

No. of Employees No. of Members

1 1

2 6

3 11

4 12

5 5

6 10

7 4

8 3

9 2

10 2

11 1

12 1

13 1

Total 59

Statistics on the number of employees 

hired by Members
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1. 概念及方法概念及方法概念及方法概念及方法 1. Concepts and methods

1.1 消費物價指數量度住戶普遍所購買

的消費商品及服務的價格水平隨 時間而

變動的情況。消費物價指數的按年變動率是

廣泛㆞用作消費者所面對的通貨膨脹的指

標。

1.1 The Consumer Price Index (CPI)
measures the changes over time in the price
level of consumer commodities and services
generally purchased by households. The year-
on-year rate of change of the CPI is widely
used as an indicator of the inflation affecting
consumers.

1.2 由於不同開支範圍的住戶的開支模

式各有差別，消費物價㆖漲對它們有不同的

影響。因此，香港編製㆔項針對不同開支組

別的住戶的消費物價指數。㆙類消費物價指

數是根據約 50%本港住戶開支模式計算，該
等住戶在㆒九九㆕至九五年期間的每月平

均開支在 4,000元至 15,999元之間（以㆒九
九九年價格計算，大約相等於 4,500 元至
18,000 元）。㆚類消費物價指數是根據接
的約 30%本港住戶開支模式計算，該等住戶
在㆒九九㆕至九五年期間的每月平均開支

在 16,000 元至 29,999 元之間（以㆒九九九
年價格計算，大約相等於 18,000元至 34,000
元）。而㆛類消費物價指數是根據再接 的

約 10%本港住戶開支模式計算，該等住戶在
㆒九九㆕至九五年期間的每月平均開支在

30,000元至 59,999元之間（以㆒九九九年價
格計算，大約相等於 34,000 元至 68,700
元）。本港亦根據以㆖所有住戶的整體消費

模式，編製㆒項綜合消費物價指數。

1.2 As households in different expenditure
ranges have different expenditure patterns, the
impacts of consumer price inflation on
households in different expenditure ranges are
different. Hence, three series of CPIs, each
referring to households in a different
expenditure range, are compiled in Hong
Kong. The CPI(A) is based on the expenditure
pattern of about 50% of households in Hong
Kong, which had an average monthly
expenditure of $4,000-$15,999 in 1994/95
(broadly equivalent to $4,500-$18,000 at 1999
prices). The CPI(B) is based on the expenditure
pattern of the next 30% of households, which
had an average monthly expenditure of
$16,000-$29,999 in 1994/95 (broadly
equivalent to $18,000-$34,000 at 1999 prices).
The CPI(C) is based on the expenditure pattern
of the further next 10% of households, which
had an average monthly expenditure of
$30,000-$59,999 in 1994/95 (broadly
equivalent to $34,000-$68,700 at 1999 prices).
Based on the expenditure pattern of all the
above households taken together, a Composite
CPI is also compiled.

1.3 ㆛類消費物價指數前稱為恒生消費

物價指數，由恒生銀行自㆒九七㆕年起編

製。由㆒九九九年七月的統計月份開始，該

指數的數據搜集和編製工作由政府統計處

負責，而指數亦改稱為㆛類消費物價指數。

除了名稱㆖的統㆒化，該指數的編製方法及

指數數列的連貫性沒有影響。

1.3 The CPI(C) was formerly known as the
Hang Seng CPI and was compiled by Hang
Seng Bank since 1974. Starting from the
reference month of July 1999, the data
collection and compilation work of the index
have been taken up by the Census and
Statistics Department (C&SD) and the index
has been renamed as CPI(C). Apart from being
a standardization of titles, the renaming does
not affect the compilation methodology nor the
continuity of the index series.

Monthly Report on the Consumer Price Index  August 2000
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Appendix III



- 2 -

1.4 每月的消費物價指數是根據（㆒）有

關住戶的開支模式及（㆓）當月搜集的價格

資料而計算。

1.4 Monthly CPIs are compiled on the basis
of (a) expenditure patterns of relevant
households and (b) prices collected currently in
the month.

1.5 以㆒九九㆕／九五年為基期的消費

物價指數的開支模式是以㆒九九㆕／九五

年住戶開支統計調查結果為根據。在編製每

項消費物價指數數列時，必須制訂㆒組權

數，以代表住戶所購買的㆒籃子商品和服務

㆗個別項目的相對重要性（以開支而言）。

1.5 The expenditure patterns underlying the
1994/95-based CPIs are derived based on the
results of the 1994/95 Household Expenditure
Survey. A set of weights, which represents the
relative importance, in terms of expenditure, of
individual items in the basket of goods and
services consumed by households is required to
be established for compiling each CPI series.

1.6 在物價變動資料方面，政府統計處持

續㆞進行㆒項按月零售物價統計調查，藉此

搜集包涵在住戶消費籃子內各項商品及服

務的價格變動資料。政府統計處每月在本港

各㆞區不同種類的零售商店（例如超級市

場、街市檔位、百貨公司、時裝店）及服務

行業商號（例如電影院、醫院、美容院）搜

集約共㆕萬五千個價目。搜集價格資料的方

式，主要是採用外勤訪問形式進行，亦有部

分以電話查詢或郵遞問卷方式取得。政府統

計處的外勤㆟員平均每月向大約㆕千間零

售商店及服務行業商號進行約㆒萬多次的

外勤訪問和㆒千㆔百多次的電話查詢。

1.6 As regards information on price
changes, the C&SD continuously conducts a
Monthly Retail Price Survey to capture the
price changes of items included in the
household consumption basket. The C&SD
collects some 45 000 price quotations each
month from different types of retail outlets
(e.g. supermarkets, market stalls, department
stores and fashion shops) and service providers
(e.g. cinemas, hospitals and beauty salons)
throughout the territory. Price data are
collected mainly by field visits and some also
through the modes of telephone or postal
enquiries. On average, about 10 000 visits and
1 300 telephone calls are made to some 4 000
retail outlets and service providers each month.

1.7 此外，㆒些主要服務如公共交通、電

力及郵遞服務的價格數據，是直接從有關機

構搜集或從行政紀錄㆗獲得。至於私㆟住宅

的租金方面，有關新訂租約、續訂租約及現

時租戶的租金資料，是透過㆒項以私㆟住宅

樓宇租戶為對象的按月抽樣統計調查搜集

得來。另㆒方面，有關公共屋 租金變動的

數據則由香港房屋委員會及香港房屋協會

定期提供。

1.7 As for principal services such as public
transport, electricity and postal services, price
data are collected either directly from the
providers concerned or obtained from
administrative records. Rental data on private
housing for new, renewed and continued
lettings are collected from a monthly sample
survey on private housing renter households.
On the other hand, data on rental movements of
public housing are regularly provided by the
Hong Kong Housing Authority and Hong Kong
Housing Society.

消費物價指數月報　㆓零零零年八月
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1.8 將個別項目的開支權數及其自基期

起的價格變動結合起來計算，便可得出整體

的價格變動，亦即是消費物價指數的變動

率。這個方法等同於將當時的開支與基期時

購買同㆒消費籃子所需的開支作比較。

1.8 By applying the item-specific
expenditure weights to the price changes for
individual items since the base period, the
overall price change in terms of percentage
change in the CPI can be derived. The
procedure is equivalent to comparing the total
expenditure required to purchase the same
consumption basket in the current period with
that in the base period.

1.9 將消費物價指數原來數列的按年變

動數字和經季節性調整數列的按月變動數

字㆒起研究，有助分析消費物價的最新趨

勢。由於經季節性調整的數列已透過統計方

法剔除季節性變異，可更有意義㆞比較相連

月份數字。

1.9 For analysing the latest trend in
consumer prices, it is useful to study the year-
on-year changes in the original CPI series and
the month-to-month changes in the seasonally
adjusted series together. In the seasonally
adjusted series, seasonal variations have been
eliminated by statistical methods, thus enabling
figures for consecutive months to be compared
more meaningfully.

2. 摘要統計數字摘要統計數字摘要統計數字摘要統計數字 2. Summary statistics

2.1 消費物價指數及其變動率的最新數

字列載於㆘㆒頁的表㆙。
2.1 The latest available figures for the
Consumer Price Indices (CPIs) and their rates
of change are summarized in Table A on the
next page.

Monthly Report on the Consumer Price Index  August 2000
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