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20 August 2001
Ms Bernice WONG
Assistant Legal Adviser
LegCo Secretariat
LegCo Building
8 Jackson Road
Central
Hong Kong

Dear Ms Wong,

Estate Agents (Licensing) (Amendment) Regulation 2001
(L.N. 147 of 2001)

I refer to your letter dated 13th July 2001 on the captioned subject
and our subsequent meeting on 20th July 2001.  Our responses to the matters
raised are as follows -

Proposed Section 7(4C)(c)(ii)(B) of the Amendment Regulation

The section refers to the requirement to be complied with if an
applicant who holds a salesperson's licence applies for an estate agent's licence
or who has held a salesperson's licence applies for an estate agent's licence
within 24 months from the expiry of his salesperson's licence on or after
1st January 2001.

To be eligible for the swap in licence, the salesperson must hold or
must have held a regular licence (licence without condition or with condition
complied with) at the date of the application of an estate agent's licence.

The section will not prejudice the operation of section 7(4) which
grants extension of time to licensees to comply with the relevant condition on or
before 31st December 2001 for the purpose of transition.  Indeed, the section will
only operational after the transition period.
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A senior practitioner who holds a salesperson's licence subject to a
condition to complete a training course for salespersons on or before
31st December 2001 will have to comply with that condition before he is entitled
to take advantage of section 7(1)(ac).  If for exceptional circumstances he cannot
complete the training course for salespersons, extension might be granted by the
EAA for the senior practitioner to comply with that condition.  In such a case, he
can only apply for the swap after he becomes a regular licensee.

Forms under Schedule 1

As discussed at the meeting, we duly note your comments on certain
wordings on Form 3, 12 and 14 (attached).  As the proposed changes are minor in
nature and do not affect the substance of the forms, we intend to effect the changes
when we introduce the forms upon operation of the Amendment Regulation.

( Paul P T LEE )
for Secretary for Housing

c.c. D of J (Attn : Mr CHEUNG Wing-leung) Fax : 2869 1302
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