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E-mail: tsoslaw@sinatown.com ,
Scptember 17, 2001} l

Ms, Margarct Ng
Legislative Councilor,
Hong Kong.

Dear Ms. Ng,

Re: Lepal Services and Risk ta Justice

I am a sole legal practitioner in Hong Kong and would like to address to you a serious danger i
1o the eguality of jusrice , taking into account 1o what recently happened in the legal
profession.

Every solicitor in private practice is required to pay annual insurance premium under the
prescnt Professional Indemnity Scheme in order to cover any risk of loss to the clients from
malpractice of the practitioners. Howcver, a recent proposed substantial inorease in the
amount of insurance premium to about 260% will certainly bring forth 2 danger to the i
achievement of justice in Hong Kong. ‘

There are totally about six huadred Iaw firms in Hong Kong but over 80% of them are sole
practitioners and firms of small and middle size. They provide legal services to the

individuals and small organizations of the general public. The drastic increase in such
premium amount Will impose scvere cost burden on these small firms and possibly drive them
out from the local market. Whar will happen then? Only the giants will remain in the legal
jungle and they represent all those big corporations and strong persons. [n such ¢ircumstances,
Justice will exist in vacuum. '

In view of this scrious danger to the whole society, I have contacted a numbes of small law
firms and they have given their affirmative support to my address. A list of the supporting
law firms is attached herewith for your reference.

[ therefore have written a letter of address to the Chicf Executive for his urgent attention. A
copy of the letter is enclosed herewith for your information. I hereby also request the
Councilor to pay urgent attention to this ratter and take sppropriate action as necessary to
avoid this potential danger to the society at large since the subsidiarv lesislation for

increasing the premium will soon be implemented.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Yours sincercly,

P A .
/{T‘so i Sing,
Solicitor,

Fellow, International Society for Lawyers of Public Service (U.S.A.)
Encl.
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Mr. Tung Chee Hwa,

The Chief Executive of RKSAR,
Ortice of the Chiel Executive,
5/F., Central Government Office,
Main Wiag, Lower Alber! Road,
Hong Kong,

Dear Mr. Tung,

Rc: Lepal Services and Risk to Justice

Tam a sole legal practitioner in Flong Kong and wonld like to address to you a serious danger
to the equality of justice velated to what recently happened in the legal profession.

Every solicitor in private practice should pay annual insurance premium under the present
Professional Indemnity Scheme in order 1o cover any risk of loss w the clients from
malpractice of the practitioners. However, a recent proposed substantial inerease in the
amount of insurance promium to about 260% will ccitainly bring forth a dunger to the
achievement of justice in Hong Koag.

There are tolally about six hundred law firms in Heng Kong but aver 80% of them are sole
practitioners and firms of small and middle size, They provide legal services to the
individuals and small organizations of the gencral public. The increase in such premium
amount will graatly impose severe cost burden cn these small firms and possibly drive them
out from the local market. What will happen then? Only the giants will remain in the legal
Jjungle and they represent all thost big corporations and strong persons. Justice will exist in
vacuum.

In view of this serious danger 10 the whole society, T have contacted with a number of small
law firms for supporting my address to you and they have given their affirmative support. A
list of the supporting law firms is anached berewiili for your reference.

I therefore request The Chief Executive 1o pay urgent attention to this matrer and tuke
appropriate action as you think fit to avoid this potential danger to the sosiety at large since

the subsidiary lepistation for increasing the premium will soon be implemented.
Thank you for your Kind attention. - ‘
Yours sincerely,

Z&» S =
Tso Hei Sing,
Solicitor,

Fellow, International Society for Lawyers of Public Service (U.8.4.)
Encl.



