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Hon Fred LI Wah-ming, JP

Chairman

Legco Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene
Room 401, West Wing, Central Government Offices
Hong Kong

Local community and pressure groups join Greenpeace
to call for a GE food labelling system

Dear Mr Li,

Nearly 20 local non-governmental organisations (NGOs) including environmental and pressure groups,
feminist and community bodies today signed a joint petition initiated by Greenpeace to push for a
comprehensive and compulsory labelling system for genetically engineered (GE) food products.

Greenpeace has been calling for a compulsory and comprehensive labelling system for more than a year. Over
the past 12months, besides Greenpeace, Consumer Council and Green Power have also conducted tests to
confirm that GE foods are widely available in Hong Kong. At present, the government, local supermarket
chains and food manufacturers are lagging behind on this issue compared to other countries by not giving the
public sufficient information to allow them to make an informed choice, Many Hong Kong people oppose the
unannounced arrival of GE food products and call for a labelling system to be enforced as soon as possible.
According to a survey jointly sponsored by Greenpeace and Oxfam in October last year, nearly 95% of
respondents demanded a labelling system.

Now, 15 European Union countries, plus Norway and Switzerland have already had legislation in place
making it compulsory for all GE foods to be labelled. Meanwhile, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and South
Korea are also planning to enforce similar labelling guidelines in the next 12 months while Taiwan, Brazil,
Mexico, Russia and Poland are finalising details of their labelling guidelines.

During a motion debate last year, an overwhelming number of legislators threw their support behind a call for
a GE food labelling system similar to that of the European Union. A total of 39 councillors backed the call,
none opposed and only six abstained.

Greenpeace is urging the government to enforce a labelling system with a sense of urgency and allow a grace
period of no more than 18 months, This labelling system should be:

. Comprehensive -- to cover all foods with GE ingredients or processed food items produced by GE
technology.

. Compulsory - all GE foods should be labelled according to law.

. Clear and conspicuous - the GE label should be displayed in a clear and conspicuous fashion for easy
recognition.

Greenpeace opposes genetic manipulation of food because of its possible threat to human health and the
environment. There are concerns that GE foods may trigger new allergic reactions, affect antibiotics
treatment or alter nutritional value.

Enclosed please find a joint statement signed by 20 NGOs on demanding the government to have a
comprehensive, mandatory labelling on GE foods.

Thank you very much for your concern.

Lo Sze Ping, Greenpeace China campaigner
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Telephone Survey Research Laboratory
Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Q5 "Do you agree that the Hong Kong Government should implement a mandatory
labelling system for GE products to inform consumers and food producers of the
existence of GE components in food (and seeds)?"
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Frequency Percentage Valid
ARl Fiogks Percentage
FFEY
1. Disagree [EgrRY 22 2.2 2.2
2. Agree oy 944 94.1 94.1
8. DK/Hard to say ERIBEHI o 37 3.7 3.7
L=

Total At 1003 100.0 100.0
Valid cases 1003 Missing cases 0
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