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Legislative Council = 1 ¢ Chung To #+ 7
Meeting on 20/8/2001 T;’jl% Chi Heng Foundation ;Fﬁl L= T;’ﬁl

August 15,2001

Mr. Stanley Ma Kin Hung
The Legislative Council, Hong Kong
Tel: 2509 4125 (2869 9423); Fax: 2509 9055

Email:cb2@legco.gov.hk

RE: Subcommittee to Study Discrimination on the Ground of Sexual Orientation
Attachment: Newspaper Clippings and Information on Taiwan

Dear Mr. Mg,

Attached please find some newspaper clippings and information on Taiwan, including its
recent proposed |egislative measures regarding rights to form family and adopt children for
same sex couples. We hope the information would enable members of the Subcommittee to
further understand the issue.

In recent years, Taiwan has experienced dramatic social and political changes. While many
people argue that the situation in Western societies should not be applicable to Hong Kong
(which in itself might not be true in our opinion), Taiwan is a Chinese society and
geographically very close to Hong Kong. With regard to legal protection and social
acceptance on tongzhi issues, Taiwan seems to be more progressive than Hong Kong.

The attached news clippings and the draft legislature (please refer to Article 24) deal with

the rights to form family and to adopt children for same sex couples. It should offer new
perspective to our current discourse regarding the situation in Hong Kong.

Chi Heng Foundation aims to promote equal opportunities and eliminate discrimination.
With regard to eliminating discrimination on the ground of sexual orientation, we believe

both public education and legislation are necessary. They are not mutually exclusive and
should be done at the same time.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
Chung To

Fax: 2548 5920; Email:chungto@netvigator.com
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= F“, : Draft legislation considers gay couples marriage

Front page, China Post, Taiwan
July 5, 2001

Draft legislation considers gay couples

2001/6/27
TAIPEI, AFP

Gay couples will be allowed to form legal unions akin to marriage and adopt children under draft legislation
currently before Cabinet, officials said yesterday.

A clause in a new human rights bill will, if adopted by the Legislature, enshrine in law for the first time the
principle of non-discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

"The government respects the rights of homosexuals,” the draft bill states. "Male and female homosexuals
can legally form their families and adopt children.”

Tsai Mao-sheng, chief council of the Justice Ministry, said the clause had been included to ensure that the
basic human rights of leshians and gay men were respected.

"We are concerned that homosexuals could be subject to discrimination and human rights violations without
legal protection," he said.

Once the general principle of non-discrimination has been approved, whole swathes of existing legislation
will have to be revised to take account of it, Tsai added.

Under existing adoption rules, gays cannot be considered as prospective parents.

The changes to the law are not expected to arouse significant opposition in Taiwan, where homosexuality has
never been criminalized and attitudes on the issue are generally fairly relaxed.

The government has however been treading carefully. Tsai stressed that the government did not want to
encourage homosexuality and said that allowing gay couples to "form families* did not imply their unions
would have full parity with heterosexual couples.

Although many countries in Europe have moved towards legal recognition of gay couples, only the
Netherlands has legislated for full parity of treatment between same sex and heterosexual couples.

Taiwan gay rights groups welcomed the proposed liberalization but expressed regret that the government had
not been bolder.

"Homosexuals are also human beings who need protection. The government can not ignore the existence of
gaysin Taiwan," said Lai Yu-lin, secretary-general of Taiwan Tongzhi (a euphemism in Mandarin for gays)
Hotline Association.

"There are many gay couples who encounter numerous troubles in their lives because they are not allowed to
get married.”

The bill also emphasizes protection of people's rights to privacy, medical care and work, and their rights of
freedom of speech, religion and communications.
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Authorities are also required by the bill to handle foreign political asylum seekers in
accordance with international practice and set up special units to ensure human rights
protection.



b ! 1-4(B)

= ID

ﬁ B2 The  Working Group of Tongzhi Conference  200L/TGLHRA
<egg999@ms31.hinet.net>

JIEE =tongzhi 2000<tongzhi 2000@yahoogroups.com>

HESFIH] 20017 6 %] 18 FI PM11:40
Bn‘ J[lﬁ\:i tt.gif;ab.gif
2 F' : [tongzhi2000] « @{ﬁj%\@mmﬁmﬂﬁ T[ﬁj%\%ﬁﬁylﬁ '

YAHOO!, Groups My Groups | tongzhi 2000 Main Page

¢ T Ay WERL C A TRLITY o ST
@{ﬁj%@%?ﬂgﬁ f[ﬁj%\%ﬁygﬁg !

F‘ﬁ il L@ﬁv'{%’:ﬁ Bl B

*ABCARL * AR T OTAEER R Ao T W [H PSR TR !
P PRIV > S AR RS (R () Bl o SRR IR

°J

T TPBRPEY £ 2 WSS BAILY N S T
Bl H - CERLAVET fni@wmtg BT SRR N R [ R
£ ﬁ B STSHAL FBNIAGL  SHD  MMRSL £ b8 f fﬁrw%lw i
b A W@’\'Eﬂ;vrf IR A H e R o ) Rl
@w - BT S e, vﬁ%;%fgm%@ﬁ AT f
S -GS N T i ISR -
VA SR [ M B -

IR G TSR 5 M - DL 530 ¢

1= F*ﬁg? Eadb el PETENY Wcﬁ@ﬁ@ By £ ,FIEJEZEM il
ﬁ““ll =t wi Sk U BT 7| 59.9%f195 aﬁﬁfm& s ST H £, 23.1% o
fﬁﬁiw@%—%ﬁ AL E] 16.9% - i #7 ATk -
e 1] ¥ S lf&ﬁﬁ%mw\ﬁ ) J?iwwmf 23.19% -
gﬁ [ :Fglﬁrﬁ’ ‘H“E‘ F”jf*l:ﬁ quf &JI*@’&%W%&%
Sl i 2 [l ! i I ™ T U S I8 5% i

ﬂiuézjcajf}—fg‘r]%pﬁ ?Ig@g&%‘gn?\uﬁ L :t k[l*rl"ﬁukwiﬁ Ef/}?ﬁfg’
Y o

[ TSR e oo = 2R SRR D A e SRR PTG
hEg JLJH 3«14 il (rﬁﬁﬁ 1B - @«[F‘qﬁj’wm% g put lé'
— RS T ;fg,ﬁ = Ry = J[?ﬁﬂéﬂ» £l 7 fEIF,JL Bt R
P A TR '}&piﬁﬁ% fim Womsrr T E g it
Fljil%;kuﬁ/;%}ﬁ ﬁg o Eﬁgfﬁpﬁqgtﬂkﬁ z?glth;\q [ 2

W~ (IR AR 7 IE I R R 2
o R R |

p=t



b ! 2-4(B)

PR Jlfl %Eﬁi M l"l'f'ﬂi 2 ARG R T SR ERE  TVRS S SR
b:EZJJﬁF}I%L gﬁﬁysf\gﬁ I~ HQ‘EF FEIPES ? o KL R A F‘J[ﬁ“\ikﬁ
H (4 %,@l:g) Iiﬂﬁ}' Z. g ﬁ:\T%J b= e WLFE’F%@?H}%W’

A S R YRR R e P
MIRL T 8fhifey v i o

?m{ﬁ#wﬁﬁm%ﬂkﬁ$ﬁﬁ¢ﬁll S I CICAE
%ﬁguﬁﬁﬁ Bt | LV I (P ﬁﬁi“?ﬁhiﬂﬁf%ﬁ$
aﬂ?pwﬁwaiﬁWﬁ%g#Tmﬁ%EH@ s
A A e A N CoutLe L i R
4ﬁW EARTITEE LREA SN S SR PR ST

RIS %%‘*’J&ﬁwﬁﬁﬁ Il
“%E‘l—zé , I )}75” ‘1\ F[J?E,l (ﬁ( {ﬁ»‘&r"’% ]EIF .

P IR R S AL 2R R S Y 3% |

e I Eal e SR R e
IS4 gl - o ST R X >ﬁwﬁﬁﬁmﬁ%EQVTW@
lwb§¢ﬁqlwﬁi$&'[hﬁﬂb”ﬁéhfﬁwfIhﬁﬁ@n%%i%w%ﬂ

ALY - B 'iwﬁﬁfPW]Whﬁﬁkﬂ#imf\wdw
A Flfzﬁ%i R R s L
il SR SR ) P wIégjm@hrrﬁﬁﬁ -t
s HPRGE A > [ B TR ) 3 S ) )
iy 5

R Bl b PSR T SRR A

iii'j?flf Pl e e O v A T T A O e N T E R L
ﬁw’?ﬁif &5 FFTJM FFE R A I*HUT B I AT S - B
1%%%&’& Eﬁﬁg?@%ﬁkji Eﬁ%%k }H’%@i IR Z R ;‘VTF‘I ‘%ﬂﬁﬁ &
L e B *fi R | TR

S ORI R IR LR R R

BT (AR ¢ T RO R '%@:
WwV%4¢fw@wJ'%$éﬁxmﬂ'ﬁ%*ﬁﬁW%zFWV~ *[f ks
w#gﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ [EV 25 2 o T i [ wwﬁﬁﬂ#m”%
: W%‘WEr‘itﬂ'@ﬁJ@@ iﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂ£TVW¢ﬂiﬁwiq’
Fln“"?‘fi’?iﬁ AEF | T o A [ﬂ m%ﬁjﬁ_ [E rﬂjij\gu UFEJ G J]Ej p {’EL

F[J?’.‘ZKI:I o

P~ SN o oy T S R S R AR -



b I 3-4(B)

iimEW Dl PRI fﬁ”ﬁﬂ[ I TERR TR T @J e g [HEEE
e [ﬁi GIE SRR | EIE SR r[$J iﬂ 49 17 [ F[‘/?{F[FFFB[]J F gl{e&ﬁialj
i@zl U1 {2 | H]E‘?']ﬁ BT qﬁ’i’ﬁ E[Jf" RN | ]F‘I) iif [?Igll’&[/«]iﬂ +:JEIJF[H:[?1§J[,
EIR/EERERNS 1K W*wf g d rwﬁﬂtr@lmjpﬁﬁiiﬂﬂm%
PR LIRS T o ) PRk P Y SRR - R S P I gl =
S o

o A RIS A R eaii-r» A B R R AR R AT Tt

R PO B A [ fr P s gt %iﬂﬁ’*m%ﬁ F*?ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ
Fres 4 gt il - FORRE N P RRP [ s o Fe ST EA R Nﬁl M@m
IITLQPyﬂ NS 7 ;'?,HJI;L 77 ]%ﬂ > [Pﬂ?ﬂ}d E,I,ﬁj)—}&yg}{mﬁjﬁﬂj i‘f ERAE S S \._ , [ﬂ]“
$4KWF‘P%~%ﬁ&ﬁmﬂ@ Jfﬁﬂﬂlfﬁﬂb”ﬂw¥‘%%
%p%\.—:» W > M M.irﬂaﬂwﬁ i RV ISR P G R
i F T
RS

WA, R Tf&ﬁﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁ[”ﬁ’%ﬁﬁ P RIZET 2Hegl ] ViR

RS T AR n?*ﬁ%%ﬁb"‘l%l MR A %E—F HilflEApl ¢
| ﬁiﬁﬁ”@? lﬁ'rﬁ:‘?‘ﬁ%}@ﬁ%\“f"?‘ﬂu “HLJ“?’S%T TR e go Fl @:f ’lﬁﬁg}'
il ﬁﬁﬁ Pf‘*?iil%ﬂ mrﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁfiﬁﬂ’pﬁ LA %lf‘%% Vg ﬂ*@'ffdk@
iPJ R P @%gﬂgfﬁ% AT Wifﬁtﬁ oo SRYNEL
¢ ;@b 7R El ~ ;fFT:\i IR st J[E[gylj\La‘FJ(TFIJF#FS'%T’F L‘ﬂfpjjdﬁt[l;ﬁ

» RIZEN 2R L DR V|

P z;p;,\lﬂ?emﬂﬂgﬁqb@ J AP ] B RE SRR EL [N Rl | 1P
EEUS NI bE‘Tfﬁﬁ NG F”m\_ *@TEI e FUEES PSR ST %’
F V- ﬁ”gﬁﬂlﬁﬂ W ’fi'?”r*l%j%ﬁ LJWT#J/E‘V‘F SRR
PHY JLRL 2 o "R (R ELRI) -

T
B

o R0 AL o i o (e
RYSEEAY P RN W[’“‘ﬁﬁ#*?ﬁ’ﬁl]?‘?w 9o IR SR S A T
F- J,gmqr{h ﬂ[{!f_}f:{_ :iarﬁf i7[‘ “IfRE A Fﬂjiji’?itli@ﬂm} EUSI i gje::;};,
I - W%i»fﬂif~ ﬂmmuﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ“?&%#ﬁV‘WP@%
S R o Hef I"FTﬁ - T A “97 AefFRLL g0 ﬂﬂ’fjﬁ?’r B3 Fﬁiﬂl[{
?’”’Er (BTG b 2 T ]y E T\JPT e l@?‘ P A e

M@%# R SRR FHELTEV\ 19t A [ﬁﬁﬂﬂ’ SET
uquw *Eﬁiﬂwﬁﬁ}z F fEiH ;fﬁpﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ B wﬁ?ﬁ *gzem RN £yl
(B PNEL - BIFRRE Y20 4 JlIRL 2R = o DREELRERY o IR El;[%[pq@gﬂi e
[Es“latfjfrl{]‘:ﬁ\ e SuANENEES- T tjiafj\TFm‘[_, NETERS EJIE[JQ}"E_.[EH—YLFﬁ ﬂﬂ”&@*ﬂ
o S B iR 4



bHE 4- 4B)

WA R AR R E R e 4 5 Bk E AR BT ER “ AEEA 7
GREER" R - BOBRERA IS ERRAERIENET EE
i@ AT E M SE AN ERNHEES - BEREE
i HEREREREEItE IS THEERE - BHAMEGE
AR RN BRHFEIS A TR - WRRY » (BHEREX
FRSABER - BRFWEEILEELEE  ERFACKEE - 168
BAIRCR S EEE R - FREFHITEF  FR%FEEY -

AR LER - SeasimR LR X B - s
BN ENSEHEIR o SEFLEETRR ASIEUTER S — 578 » 468
EEARFGIH - REEFGHER T ESEEKE - fIEBENRE

B NRENRER I SRR 2 B - RRESESITX
CRRAENZO AT BISIREEE - ((FE | GEEENERSY
HHEER - GHETEE  0012REAREZRASER/ MEBEA

)

) I

X

|

‘ m%
BAYEERAEE AR Tong200] SRR REBHT | - T2 BIFEE" o8)

W The Working Group of Tongzhi Conference 2001~ TGLHRA
B ERE 2001 2REAFEXFAESH METEA
% B EE:0931-801528 Hi - SEREAEGY 2EE

Taiwan Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Association

Instead of receiving email, you can read messages on the web at hitp://groups.vahoo.com
(Username “"rainbowgroups” and Password "rainbows") (or register your own Username). To be
removed from this email list, send a blank message to tongzhi2000-unsubscribe@yahoogroups . com
and you will be removed immediately.

Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service.
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