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(Note: this document only contains extracts of paragraphs concerning the
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China

1. The Committee considered the eighth and ninth periodic report of
China (CERD/C/357/Add.4, Parts I, II and III}, which were due on 28
January 1997 and 28 January 1999 respectively, at its 1468th and 1468th
meetings (CERD/C/SR.1468 and 1469), held on 31 July and 1 August 2001.
The eighth and ninth periodic report of China consists of three separate
parts. Part I covers the whole of China, with the exception of the Hong
Kong and Magau Special Administrative Regions, which are covered by Part
II and Part III respectively. At its 1480 anc 1481* meetings, held on
8 and 9 Bugust 2001, it adopted the following concluding obssrvations.

A. Introducticn

2. The Committee welcomes the opportunity to continue its dialogue with
the State party, including with representatives from the Xong Kong and
Macau Special Administrative Regions. The Committee was encouraged by
the attendance of a large delegation representing important governmental
departments as well as the Hong Kong and Macau Special Administrative

Regions.

3. The Committee welcomes the detailed and comprehensive report
submitted by the State party, the contents cf which correspend with the
Committee's guidelines for the preparation of reports. The additional
cral information provided by the delegation in response to the wide

range of questions asked by Committee members is also appreciated.
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4. In view of the dialogue held, the Committee wishes to emphasize that
irrespective of the relationship between the central authorities and the
special administrative regions, and the principle “One Country; Two
Systems"”, the People's Republic of China has, as the State party to the
Convention, the responsibility tc ensure its implementation on its

entire territery.
B. Positive agpacts

8. The Committee notes that as a result of its previously expressed
concerns and reccmmendations, the recently conducted 2001 Population
Census in the Hong Kong $pecial Administrative Regicn included guestions
which would help to determinate the ethnic and racial composition of the
region and allow for the identification of mnminority groups and an

analysis of their political, econcmic and sociel situation.

9. The Committee welcomes the extensive consultatieon with oivil society
in the preparation of, in particular, Lhe part of the State party report
pertaining to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and the
indication by the delegation that projects are alrsady under way in that
region to address some cf the problems identified by non-governmental
organizations during those consultations, such as the provision of
language training for immigrants, mainly of Nepalese, Pakistani and

Bangladeshi origin.

C. Concerns and recommendaticns

17. With reference to article 2, paragraph 1l(d) of the Convention, the
Committee takes note of on-going consultations, but reiterates its
concern about the continuous absence in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of legal provisions protecting persons from racial
discrimination to which they may be subjected by private persons, groups
or organizations. The Committee does not accept the argument put forward
for not initiating such legislation., i.e. Lhat such legislation would
not be supported by the society as a whole. It is recommended to the
Government of the State party and to the local authorities of Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region that the existing ungatisfactory situation
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be thoroughly reviewed and that appropriate legislation be adopted to
provide appropriate legal remedies and prohibit discrimination based on
race, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin similarly to what has
been done with regard to discrimination on the grounds of gender and
disability.

18. The Committee reiterates its concern regarding the situation of
foreign domestic workers in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region,
mainly from the Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand, and the existence
of certain rules and practices, such as the sa‘called "two-weeks rule',

which may be discriminatory in effect.

19. The Committee requests the State party to provide in subsequent
reports, inter alia, detailed information on judicial cases relating
specifically to violations of the Convention, including in the Hong Kong
and Macau Special Administrative regions, with special reference to the

granting by courts of adequate reparation for such viclalions.

25. The Committee recommends that the 3State party submits its tenth
pericdic report jointly with its eleventh periodic report, due on 28
January 2003, and that it addresses all points raised in the present

observations.
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