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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon LEUNG Fu-wah (Oral Reply)

The Hong Kong Housing Authority ("HA") requires shop operators in its
shopping centres to run certain designated trades. Will the Government
inform this Council whether it knows:

@ the criteria with which HA designates those trades;

(b) if HA adjusted the criteria in the past year in order to contain the
increasing vacancy rate of those shops; if so, of the details; and

(c) if HA has considered developing some of its shopping centres into
theme-specific shopping centres where goods of the same themes
are on sale, so as to tie in with the development of the local
community economy; if so, of the details, if not, the reasons for
that?
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Hon CHOY So-yuk (Oral Reply)

To keep up with fashion, many young people have holes pierced on parts of
their bodies for wearing ornamental rings. At present, the authorities do
not have any control over the trade providing such piercing services. In
the event of improper treatment in the process of hole piercing or after-care,
the wounds may be infected and the persons receiving such services may
even contract diseases. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council whether:

@ it will step up publicity and educational efforts to make young
people aware of the potential dangers involved in piercing holes on
parts of their bodies; and

(b) it will consider establishing a licensing system for the trade
providing body piercing services to ensure that the operational
procedures and the instruments used comply with the prescribed
hygiene standards?



