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Mr Arthur CHEUNG,
Assistant Legal Adviser,
Legislative Council Secretariat,
Legislative Council Building,
8 Jackson Road, Centra

Hong Kong.

Dear Mr CHEUNG,

Food Business (Amendment) Regulation 2001

Further to my letter yesterday, | hereby attach for your consideration Chinese

tranglation of the Administration’s response to your questions. Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

(Ernest CHAN)
for Secretary for the Environment and Food

c.c. Clerk to Subcommittee 2509 0775
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21 November 2001
Mr Arthur CHEUNG,

Assistant Legal Adviser,
Legislative Council Secretariat,
Legislative Council Building,
8 Jackson Road, Central

Hong Kong.

Dear Mr CHEUNG,

Food Business (Amendment) Regulation 2001

Thank you for your letter of 15 November 2001. The Administration’s response
to your questions is set out as per the attached. We shall separately send you Chinese
translation of our response.

Yours sincerely,

(Ernest CHAN)
for Secretary for the Environment and Food

c.c. Clerk to Subcommittee 2509 0775



Food Business (Amendment) Regulation 2001

“Premises’ and “Live Poultry”

Under the Food Business Regulation of Cap. 132, a fresh provision shop (FPS) licence or a
public market tenancy with permission to sell restricted food granted by the Director is
required for the sale of live poultry and/ or fresh, chilled and frozen poultry carcasses and
offal. The sale of live poultry and/ or fresh, chilled and frozen poultry carcasses and offal
must be conducted within the confines of a FPS or a public market stall.

“Premises’ in the new section 30(1A)(a), (1C)(a), (1E)(a) and (1G)(a) of the Food Business
Regulation refers to the “food premises’ to which a FPS licence or a public market tenancy
with permission to sell restricted food is granted. No one is alowed to legaly sell live
poultry and water bird dressed carcasses or offal beyond the confines of these food
premises. Under section 3 of the Regulation, “food premises’ means any premises on or
from which thereis carried on any food business.

It is highly improbable for alive poultry to exist or to be brought into “the premises” where
water bird carcasses and/ offal are being sold without control or prior knowledge of the

seller concerned.

In regard to the poultry stall provisions in public market or licensing requirements of FPS,
al retail outlets selling live poultry are equipped with scalding facilities. The possibility is
extremely remote that a customer will buy a live poultry and continue to shop around
carrying it.

Even if these improbable situations arise, the Administration is unlikely to prosecute any
person when the offending act is committed beyond his control or knowledge.

Presence of Live Water Birds

By definition, “poultry” under Cap. 132 means “any bird commonly used



for human consumption and also any other bird which is sold or offered for sale for human
consumption”. Under the current segregation policy for water birds, al live water birds are
currently transported direct to Western Wholesale Food Market (WWFM) and slaughtered
there. No one is allowed to sell any live water bird at any location other than WWFM. It is

therefore impossible for a live water bird to be present in a retail outlet where water bird
carcasses or offal are being sold.



