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Dear Miss Cheng,

Occupational Deafness (Compensation)(Amendment) Bill 2002

Thank you for your letter of 30 January 2003.  My reply to your
questions is provided below.

In relation to section 27B(1) of the Occupational Deafness
(Compensation)(Amendment) Bill 2002 which provides for the reimbursement
of expenses “reasonably incurred in the acquisition, fitting, repair or
maintenance of a hearing assistive device”, we are requested to explain what is
involved in the “acquisition” and “fitting” of a hearing assistive device and
whether doctor’s consultation will be involved.

If the new section 27E is enacted, the Occupational Deafness
Compensation Board will be empowered to determine whether any expenses are
reasonably incurred. Our view is that such determination should be based on the
specific facts of an individual case.  If a person consults a doctor in connection
with his health problems, including hearing problems, and the medical
consultation does not lead to the acquisition, fitting, repair or maintenance of a
hearing assistive device, then the fees of consulting this doctor may not
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reimbursable.  If a person has been advised by a doctor to use a hearing
assistive device, say, a hearing aid, and is referred to a designated person under
section 36(1)(e) to seek advice as to which type of hearing aid should be
acquired, the fees for the medical consultation as well as for obtaining the
designated person’s advice may also be reimbursable as these fees are directly
related to the subsequent acquisition of the hearing aid.  In a word, whether any
expenses are reasonably incurred have to be determined against the relevant facts
of each case.

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs Jenny Chan)
for Commissioner for Labour

c.c. DoJ (Attn : Mr Sunny Chan)
DoJ (Attn : Miss Amy Chan)


