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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon CHAN Yuen-han (Oral Reply)

Some private enterprises lay off a significant number of staff despite
making substantial profits, while the Financial Secretary has called upon
employers to refrain from laying off staff and to consider other cost-cutting
options.  In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the countries which have legislation that imposes restrictions on
the layoff by companies which make substantial profits, and the
details of such restrictions; and

(b) apart from making the above appeal, of the other measures the
Administration will adopt to make these companies refrain from
laying off staff, and whether it will make reference to the
experience of the above countries and impose restrictions on layoff
by legislation; if it will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Dr Hon LO Wing-lok (Written Reply)

Regarding the efforts to encourage breast-feeding, will the Government inform
this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

of the substantive follow-up actions taken by the Department of
Health ("DH") and the Hospital Authority (“HA") since the passing
of a motion in June 1999 by this Council on the promotion of breast-
feeding, and the number of medical practitioners and nurses who
have received subsidies for the relevant training;

of the specific plans to implement the International Code of
Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes;

of its response to the recommendations in a report of the United
Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child in 1996 that the
Administration should review the effectiveness of its measures to
promote breast-feeding, including whether the free distribution of
powdered milk in hospitals by milk powder distributors should be
allowed; and

whether there is a central mechanism for coordinating the efforts in
promoting and supporting breast-feeding, in particular in the liaison
work among the various organizations concerned, such as DH, HA
and the Baby-friendly Hospital Initiative Hong Kong Association and
the co-ordination of their relevant activities; if not, whether it will
consider establishing such a central mechanism?
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Hon CHAN Kwok-keung (Written Reply)

It has been reported that the Government commissioned a six-month
consultancy study in April last year to assist it in reviewing the organisation
and management of the Architectural Services Department ("ASD"), as
well as its mode of operation and procedures in design, tendering and works
supervision, and the Government has announced that it will contract out the
design, construction and supervision duties for most Government buildings.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the proposals made by the above consultancy study;

(b) how the current percentage of ASD's project design work which
has been contracted out compares with the target percentage under
the new arrangement;

(©) how ASD's staffing needs for various types of works, including
management, design, tendering, site supervision and clerical duties
compare to those of the existing establishment with increases in
contracting out works; and

(d) whether ASD's procedure for contracting out will be changed?



