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Hon Mrs Selina CHOW LIANG Shuk-yee, JP
Chairman of the House Committee
Legislative Council Secretariat
3/F Citibank Tower
Hong Kong
(Fax No. 2509 9055)

Dear Chairman,

Drug Dependent Persons Treatment and Rehabilitation Centres
(Licensing) Ordinance (10 of 2001) (Commencement) Notice 2002 (L.N. 20)

It is reported in the press that some rehabilitation centres have encountered
difficulties with land use regulations when applying for licences, and they are
worried that they cannot obtain licences to continue operation.  During the
scrutiny of the Drug Dependent Persons Treatment and Rehabilitation Centres
(Licensing) Bill, the Executive Authorities, the Legislative Council and the
service providers concerned all agreed to the objective of the Bill to upgrade the
fire and building safety standards of rehabilitation centres, and that the Executive
Authorities would assist such centres to apply for adequate funds from various
charitable funds to carry out upgrading works.

In order to ensure the continued smooth operation of the rehabilitation
centres while upgrading their safety standards, the Bills Committee on Drug
Dependent Persons Treatment and Rehabilitation Centres (Licensing) Bill had
agreed that the Bill should not come into effect immediately after passage, until
the funding applications of the centres concerned have been approved.  As some
centres may not be able to meet the licensing requirements because of land use
problems, I would like to seek the Chairman’s agreement to discuss at the House
Committee meeting on 1 March 2002 the setting up of a subcommittee to
examine the Commencement Notice and take a view on whether the Drug
Dependent Persons Treatment and Rehabilitation Centres (Licensing) Ordinance
should come into operation on 1 April 2002.

Cyd HO
Legislative Councillor
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