4 February 2002

The Honourable Mrs Selina Chow, JP
Chairman, House Committee

L egislative Council Secretariat

L egislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

As Members are aware, | led an official delegation to Beijing
on 30 and 31 January 2002. We met officials from the State Development
Planning Commission, other relevant Ministries and the Guangdong
Province to discuss ways to further enhance the coordination and
cooperation between the Mainland and Hong Kong regarding major
transport and infrastructure projects.

| attach an information paper, together with relevant press
releases on the visit for Members reference.

( Donald Tsang )
Chief Secretary for Administration



I nfor mation Paper

L egCo House Committee
The Mainland/Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Conference

on the Coordination of Major Infrastructure Projects

Purpose

This paper briefs Members on the consensus reached at The Mainland/Hong
Kong Specia Administrative Region (HKSAR) Conference on the Coordination of
Major Infrastructure Projects held in Beijing the other day and the follow-up action to

be taken.

The Meeting
2. The Chief Secretary for Administration led a delegation to Beijing on the

evening of 30 January 2002. On the next morning, the Hong Kong delegation and
officials from the relevant ministries and commissions under the State Council and the
Guangdong Province held the first meeting of The Mainland/HKSAR Conference on
the Coordination of Magor Infrastructure Projects. The Hong Kong delegation
comprised officials from the Planning and Lands Bureau, the Transport Bureau, the
Economic Services Bureau, the Planning Department, the Hong Kong Guangdong
Cooperation Coordination Unit and the Beijing Office.  The Mainland delegation,
led by ZHANG Guobao, Vice Chairman of the State Development Planning
Commission, was composed of representatives from the State Development Planning
Commission, the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the State Council, the
Ministry of Ralways, the Ministry of Communications, the Civil Aviation

Administration of China, the Guangdong Provincial People’s Government, the



Guangzhou Municipa People’'s Government and the Shenzhen Municipal People’'s

Government.

3. At the meeting, officials from both sides gave an account of their own transport
development and large-scale infrastructure; exchanged views on ways to enhance the
coordination of the infrastructure projects and held initia discussion about the

coordination arrangements and the future work plan.

4. The Director of Planning also briefed the Mainland officials on Hong Kong's
future plans on transport development and large-scale infrastructure as well as the

details of the ongoing study of “Hong Kong 2030:Planning Vision and Strategy” .

The Consensus

5. Both sides agreed that Hong Kong and cities in the Pearl River Delta (PRD)
Region should put to full use the existing infrastructure for future economic
development. In building new infrastructure, communication between both sides
should be enhanced at the planning stage so as to forestall any duplication of efforts.
It was also agreed at the meeting that Hong Kong and the PRD Region should step up
communication regarding the development of railways, roads, ports and airports to
explore the possibilities of cooperation. In addition, further cooperation in the areas of
energy transmission, information technology and environmental protection could also

be studied in future.



6. Road Development — Both sides were satisfied with the progress of the advance
planning work of the Shenzhen Western Corridor. Efforts would be made to
complete the project and to put in place co-location of immigration and customs

facilities by 2005.

7. Ralway Development — In view of the growing passenger flow and economic
development between Hong Kong and the PRD Region, both sides agreed that it was
necessary to consider the development of a Guangzhou/ Shenzhen/ Hong Kong
express rail link. Thisideawas in line with the Regional Express Line project now
under consideration in Hong Kong. A study group, led by the Ministry of Railways,
would be set up in the Mainland to conduct a joint study with Transport Bureau in the
SAR, which would coordinate with other relevant departments in Hong Kong, on the
project in respect of the rail link’s alignment, integration with Mainland railway

networks and other technical issues involved.

8. Airport Development — Both sides agreed that the five airports in the PRD
Region had their own strengths.  If well coordinated, they could be complementary
to each other, leading to a win-win situation. The Hong Kong Airport Authority
would continue to step up its communication with other airports in the region, and
explore cooperation opportunities with them in areas including passenger/cargo

handling, business opportunities, airport operation and staff training etc.

9. Port Development — Both sides agreed that dialogue should be strengthened and
a working group be set up to study the port layout in the PRD Region. At present,
some cities in the PRD Region had plans in hand to build port and logistics facilities

of different magnitudes. Both sides agreed that there should be overall planning and



consideration in determining the priorities of these facilities. The ultimate aim

would be to enhance the overall competitiveness of the whole region and create awin-

win situation for both Hong Kong and the PRD cities.

Follow-up Actions

10. Follow-up actions are to be taken mainly on three fronts:

D

2

3)

Arranging exchange study tours

Both sides hoped to study each other’s major infrastructure as early as
practicable and hold talks with experts in the respective fields to gauge a
better understanding of the planning, transport and major infrastructure
projects on each side.

Forming expert groups

Both sides would review the existing mechanism and form expert groups
to coordinate matters relating to ports, roads, railways and airports as
necessary. The expert groups would be tasked to hold talks and conduct
research on issues of mutual concern, and to strengthen coordination and
cooperation.

Convening the second meeting in mid-2002

Both sides hoped to convene the second meeting in mid-2002 to report on

the progress made by the working groups.

Hong Kong Guangdong Cooperation Coordination Unit

1 February, 2002
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