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Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung (Oral Reply)

With effect from the last school year, recurrent subventions to aided schools
are provided in the form of a block grant. Items paid out from the grant
includes the salaries of clerical staff and janitors, but not the salaries and
allowances of teaching staff. The grant is adjusted annually along with the
price changes in the preceding year. As Hong Kong experienced deflation
last year, aided schools have accordingly received lesser amounts of grant
this school year. As a result, less money is available for paying the salaries
of clerical staff and janitors. On the other hand, teaching staff received a
salary increase this year in line with the pay adjustment for civil servants.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the reasons for not adopting the same mechanism to pay the
salaries of teaching staff and other staff of aided schools;

(b) of the respective total numbers of clerical staff and janitors
currently employed by aided schools; and

(©) of the measures it will adopt to improve the situation in which two
different sets of salary adjustment mechanisms exist in a school as a



result of the Administration's subvention policy?



