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Following is the transcript (English portion) of a media session given by the Chief
Secretary for Administration, Mr Donald Tsang, after a breakfast meeting with Mayor of
Shenzhen, Mr Yu Youjun this (September 28) morning in Guangzhou:

Reporter: Mr Tsang, you talk about the Hong Kong initiative idea about this Express Train.
How will it help the cooperation or passenger flow?

Mr Tsang: Definitely, it will help to increase the capacity of the traffic flow between Hong
Kong and Shenzhen and Guangdong; and in turn covering the whole Pearl River Delta. We
have explored all avenues, which will increase the throughput in terms of goods, and in
terms of passenger traffic. All these we believe will bring about higher economic activities,
higher level of tourism and in turn higher income for Hong Kong people and for the
Mainland. So it’s not a short-term proposal. It is a long-range proposition. And I think it has
its own attraction. What we need to do now is to do some feasibility study. Making sure it
will generate sufficient return.

Reporter: How would it differ from the current transportation system like the through train?

Mr Tsang: It will be faster. It’ll be more convenient. It will certainly be more comfortable.
It will bring in a lot more people than the through train with the frequency of these trains.
They can run at a much higher frequency. It has a dedicated railway line.

Reporter: Are we talking about ten years, twenty years from now?

Mr Tsang: I do not want to talk in terms of time frame. We are talking about a possibility in
engineering and economic terms. Let’s explore that first before we talk about time frame.

(Please also refer to the transcript in Chinese)
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