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Information Related to Education from the 2001 Population Census

Educational Attainment (Table 1)

1.

The educational attainment of the population continued to improve. The
proportion of population aged 15 and over having attended secondary and
higher education increased from 62.1% in 1991 to 71.1% in 2001. The
marked growth is a result of the operation of the nine years compulsory
education in Hong Kong starting from 1978.

When analysed by age group, it is noted that there was significant increase
in the proportion of population with secondary and higher education in all
age groups over the past ten years.  For the younger population aged 15-24
and 25-34, the greater education opportunities improved markedly their
level of educational attainment. Also, the ageing of the better educated
cohorts led to improvements in the educational attainment of the middle
and older population aged 35 and over.

School Attendance Rate (Table 2)

3.

The school attendance rate (i.e. the number of full-time students per 100
population in a particular age group) is a useful indicator of the prevalence
of educational opportunities for the younger population who are at
schooling ages.

The school attendance rate for children aged 3-5 was stable at around 95%
over the past ten years. For children aged 6-11 and 12-16, the school
attendance rates came very closeto 100%. In particular, it is noted that the
rate for the age groups 17-18 and 19-24 increased significantly over the
same period, indicating that more young persons stayed at school to
continue their higher education.

The school attendance rates exhibited sex differentials. The rates for
females aged 12-18 were in general higher than those for the male
counterparts over the last ten years. On the other hand, for the age group
of 19-24, which corresponds to the period of tertiary education, the pattern
was reversed, i.e. the school attendance rate for males was slightly higher
than that for females.



Type of Tertiary Education (Table 3)

6.

There were shifts over the past ten years in the types of tertiary education
for persons with tertiary education: from non-degree to degree courses.

In particular, there was a marked growth in the proportion of persons
having attended postgraduate courses from 3.8% in 1991 to 13.4% in 2001.

The type of tertiary education for females was different from that for males.
The proportion of females who had studied or were studying "Postgraduate
courses' among females with tertiary education was 10.5% in 2001, lower
than the 16% for males. In relative terms, there were more females who
had studied or were studying "First degree courses' than males (65.3% vs
62.4%).

Field of Education (Table 4)

0.

10.

11.

The most popular field of education amongst persons with tertiary
education was "Business and commercial studies'. "Arts and socia
science" and "Mechanical, electrical, electronic and marine engineering"
were the next two most popular fields of education.

In relative terms, the largest increase was recorded in the field of
"Computer studies' during the past ten years, from 4% to 8.3%.

The sex differential in the field of education remained steady over the past
ten years. The proportions of males in the fields "Mechanical, electrical,
electronic and marine engineering”, "Architecture and construction
engineering”, "Pure science' and "Computer studies' were much higher
than the corresponding proportions for females. The opposite was true in
the fields "Education”, "Medical and health related studies’, and "Arts and
social science'”.

Place of Study (Table5)

12.

The proportion of full-time students who had their place of study and place
of residence in the same District Council district was 71.1% in 2001.



13. In general, students who were receiving kindergarten (81.4%) or primary
education (81.2%) had a very high proportion of studying in their own
district of residence. There were still 72.9% of the lower secondary
students and 64.7% of the upper secondary students with their schools in
the District Council district as their residence.
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Tablel Population Aged 15 and Over by Sex, Age Group and Educational Attainment
(Highest Level Attended), 1991, 1996 and 2001

HERE (REREEE )
Educational Attainment (Highest Level Attended)

10 REZHE /ST /NER HEE CTERHY HEHF MG
Y ear No Schooling / Primary Secondary / Tertiary Total
Kindergarten M atricul ation™
(ellpS & HH "ok HH B HH BHo HH it HH "o
51
Sex and Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %
Age Group
1991
FHE
Male
15-24 1963 05 17231 40 353308 822 57217 133 429719 100.0
25-34 8286 14 95588 163 379423 64.7 103280 176 586577 100.0
35-44 13155 2.8 139336 30.1 250539 542 59200 128 462230 100.0
45-54 21848 82 98732 370 108740 408 37184 140 266504 100.0
55+ 112221 240 225494 482 99824 213 30378 65 467917 100.0
/NEF 157473 71 576381 26.0 1191834 539 287259 130 2212947 100.0
Sub-total
M
Femae
15-24 2133 05 11900 29 338028 824 58061 142 410122 100.0
25-34 14013 24 118673 201 379621 642 79404 134 591711 100.0
35-44 26790 6.2 164748 384 202074 471 35190 82 428802 100.0
45-54 46234 209 90619 410 64391 291 19910 9.0 221154 100.0
55+ 310654 614 138278 27.3 45630 90 11067 22 505629 100.0
/NEF 399824 185 524218 243 1029744 477 203632 94 2157418 100.0
Sub-total
=EA
Both sexes
15-24 409 05 29131 35 69133 823 115278 137 839841 100.0
25-34 22299 19 214261 182 759044 644 182684 155 1178288 100.0
35-44 39945 45 304084 341 452613 508 94390 10.6 891032 100.0
45-54 68082 140 189351 388 173131 355 57094 117 487658 100.0
55+ 422875 434 363772 374 145454 149 41445 43 973546 100.0
fast 557297 128 1100599 25.2 2221578 508 490891 11.2 4370365 100.0

Total
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Tablel Population Aged 15 and Over by Sex, Age Group and Educational Attainment
(Highest Level Attended), 1991, 1996 and 2001 (Cont’d)

HERE (REREEE )
Educational Attainment (Highest Level Attended)

G0 RZHE SR /NER HhEE TERLY HEHF HaEt
Y ear No Schooling / Primary Secondary / Tertiary Total
Kindergarten M atricul ation®
MBI R e HH Hol HH H BH Hokt HH B #H "5t
skl
Sex and Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %
Age Group
1996
FHE
Male
15-24 1072 02 9601 22 350564 79.6 79407 180 440644 100.0
25-34 3784 07 40718 7.3 363547 652 149299 26.8 557348 100.0
35-44 9058 15 135025 228 345431 584 101879 17.2 591393 100.0
45-54 13877 38 118158 323 185270 50.6 48909 134 366214 100.0
55+ 100604 181 265929 47.8 140632 253 49090 88 556255 100.0
/Nt 128395 51 569431 227 1385444 552 428584 17.1 2511854 100.0
Sub-total
2Z 1%
Female
15-24 1621 04 9051 21 336433 784 81762 191 428867 100.0
25-34 7440 12 54663 87 425251 674 143722 228 631076 100.0
35-44 22081 38 174812 298 323102 550 67134 114 587129 100.0
45-54 31525 99 129708 409 129299 40.7 26823 85 317355 100.0
55+ 280790 49.1 209217 354 70735 120 20495 35 590237 100.0
/Nt 352457 138 577451 226 1284820 503 339936 133 2554664 100.0
Sub-total
=k
Both sexes
15-24 2693 0.3 18652 21 686997 79.0 161169 185 869511 100.0
25-34 11224 0.9 95381 80 788798 66.4 293021 24.7 1188424 100.0
35-44 31139 26 309837 263 668533 56.7 169013 143 1178522 100.0
45-54 45402 6.6 247866 363 314569 460 75732 11.1 683569 100.0
55+ 390394 341 475146 414 211367 184 69585 6.1 1146492 100.0
HaET 480852 95 1146882 226 2670264 527 768520 15.2 5066518 100.0

Totd
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Tablel Population Aged 15 and Over by Sex, Age Group and Educational Attainment
(Highest Level Attended), 1991, 1996 and 2001 (Cont’d)

BFEE (REHEEE )
Educational Attainment (Highest Level Attended)

Fy RZHE SR /NER HhEE TERLY HEHF HaEt
Y ear No Schooling / Primary Secondary / Tertiary Total
Kindergarten M atricul ation®
MBI R e HH Hol #H B"ot BH "ok #H Hookt #H "okt
skl
Sex and Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %
Age Group
2001
5
Male
15-24 703 0.2 6523 14 367149 804 82264 18.0 456 639 100.0
25-34 2 486 0.5 19931 40 324575 650 152500 305 499 492 100.0
3BH-4 7 435 11 101557 156 409634 63.0 131829 20.3 650 455 100.0
45-54 13308 27 151412 309 264924 541 60247 123 489891 100.0
55+ 100738 164 273560 445 185193 30.1 55019 9.0 614 510 100.0
JNEF 124 670 46 552983 204 1551475 572 481859 17.8 2710987 100.0
Sub-total
Z 1%
Femae
15-24 1220 0.3 9442 20 358165 77.2 94979 205 463 806 100.0
25-34 5026 0.8 34 105 56 39539 649 174510 287 609 037 100.0
35-44 18 143 26 141189 199 445541 627 105159 1438 710032 100.0
45-54 31693 6.7 190490 405 212365 451 35978 7.6 470526 100.0
55+ 280187 456 220064 34.7 99318 15.7 26 015 4.1 634584 100.0
JNEF 345269 120 595290 20.6 1510785 523 436641 151 2887985 100.0
Sub-total
gt
Both sexes
15-24 1923 0.2 15 965 1.7 725314 788 177243 19.3 920 445 100.0
25-34 7512 0.7 54 036 49 719971 649 327010 295 1108529 100.0
35-44 25578 19 242746 178 855175 629 2369838 174 1360487 100.0
45-54 45 001 47 341902 35.6 477289 49.7 96225 10.0 960417 100.0
55+ 389025 312 493624 395 284511 228 81034 6.5 1249094 100.0
Zfi,_%{égl 469 939 84 1148273 205 3062260 54.7 918500 16.4 5598972 100.0
ot
HE . (D) BHEEEER—UUSEPRIA MRS Note: (1) The figures include the equivalent educational attainment
BEE (et EaE ) v g ( Hits (highest level attended) of “Technician level (other further non-
FEE LIS Eﬂ%u%f ) RIAZZZ—FAOH advance education)” in the 1996 Population By-census and
A T E S E R i TR SRR “Diploma/certificate courses in Institute of Vocationa
12 e MAE—LL—F AOEE > MEIEIN Education / former polytechnics’ in the 2001 Population
r I%EEE/EEIEEJEM%/;‘UE%&% HIE$E Census. However, the similar group “Diplomalcertificate
ETHEHE  JEENRE A - courses in technical ingtitutes / polytechnics’ was included

under “Tertiary: Non-degree course” in the 1991 Population
Census.
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Table 2 School Attendance Rates by Age Group and Sex, 1991, 1996 and 2001

1991 1996 2001

2 gl HE 7% =Ei B 7% &t HE M =1
Age Group Mae Femade Both Mae Femade Both Mae Femae Both
Sexes Sexes Sexes

3-5 94.9 94.9 94.9 94.6 94.6 94.6 94.6 94.7 94.7

6-11 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.9 99.9 99.9

12-16 91.8 95.6 93.6 95.2 96.8 96.0 96.9 98.0 975

17-18 54.3 62.7 58.3 59.5 68.7 63.9 68.0 74.1 71.0

19-24 16.2 139 151 215 20.5 21.0 26.8 26.1 26.4

(162) (143) (15.3)

25+ 0.2 0.2 0.2

(216) (217) (216) (268  (29.4) (28.0)

0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3

(D) ERABE R AR BRI A L HEg s
FESEIRLAIRRTR - ARERIRRERLLR -

Note: (1) Figures in brackets are school attendance rates compiled with
foreign domestic helpers excluded from the populations in the
respective age-sex groups.
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Table 3 Population with Tertiary Education by Type of Tertiary Education and Sex, 1991,
1996 and 2001

i i it

Male Female Both Sexes
Eny HEBFHN ) HEH Bkt EH Bk HEH Bk
Year Typeof Tertiary Education Number % Number % Number %
1991@
JEER(ERIE
Non-degree courses
ERCUER, SR GHERE 75630 26.3 48967 240 124597 254
Higher diploma/diploma/certificate courses
AR o 7750 2.7 3079 15 10 829 2.2
Associateship or equivalent courses
HAhERAE 43109 15.0 56377  271.7 99486  20.3
Other courses
BAIRE
Degree courses
N VA Y 147584 514 89913 442 237497 484
First degree courses
S S i 13 186 4.6 5296 2.6 18 482 3.8
Postgraduate courses
fEzt 287259 100.0 203632 100.0 490891 100.0
Totd
1996
FEEA RIS
Non-degree courses
EROUR R EERE 66635 155 33388 9.8 100023  13.0
Higher diploma/diploma/certificate courses
beL#roiE S RAE 6 295 15 3116 0.9 9411 12
Associateship or equivalent courses
FANERE 55316 129 78254 230 133570 174
Other courses
= v o
Degree courses
e VA Y 252025  58.8 203216  59.8 455241  59.2
First degree courses
St 48313 113 21962 6.5 70 275 9.1
Postgraduate courses
Ha=t 428584 100.0 339936 100.0 768520 100.0
Totd
2001
JEER(ERIE
Non-degree courses
EROCUE, OB GHERE 63380 132 49981 114 113361 123
Higher diploma/diploma/certificate courses
AR o 8 405 17 6 168 14 14573 1.6
Associateship or equivalent courses
HAhERAE 32371 6.7 49573 114 81944 8.9
Other courses
BAIRE
Degree courses
N VA Y 300687 624 285033  65.3 585720 63.8
First degree courses
S 77016  16.0 45886 105 122902 134
Postgraduate courses
HRET 481859 100.0 436641 100.0 918500 100.0
Total
A () U ENERTaEER T TR M TR E Note: (1) The 1991 figures include persons with educational attainment (highest
OB AT (kiR ) fAL - level attended) of “Diploma/certificate courses in technica

ingtitutes/polytechnics’.
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Table4 Population with Tertiary Education®” by Field of Education and Sex, 1991, 1996 and

2001
B 2 &at
Mae Female Both Sexes

Fn  (EHERE ) #H ‘Aot #gH Bol #H Bott
Year Field of Education Number % Number % Number %
1991@ pgflzRfe 55 625 194 56460 27.7 112085 229

Business and commercial studies

R e R e 47 658 16.6 45237 222 92 895 18.9

Arts and social science

ek~ B BT REGE T 58352 20.3 8 800 4.3 67 152 13.7

Mechanical, electrical, electronic and marine

engineering

EISHIE 14 619 51 5068 25 19 687 40

Computer studies

PRI R S TR 30533 10.6 4929 2.4 35462 7.2

Architecture and construction engineering

by RIR== 23831 8.3 10138 5.0 33969 6.9

Pure science

R R S 15789 55 22 533 11.1 38322 7.8

Medical and health related studies

HE 10 659 3.7 24709 12.1 35 368 7.2

Education

Wik SRR R Hofth T 2R 11564 4.0 8242 4.0 19 806 4.0

Textile, design and other industrial technology

HmEE 18 629 6.5 17516 8.6 36 145 7.4

Other fields

fast 287259 100.0 203632 100.0 490891 100.0

Total
1996 pERlERE 89803 210 107739 317 197542 25.7

Business and commercial studies

R e e 63684 149 78462 231 142146 18.5

Arts and social science

ek~ B BT REGETE 85 296 19.9 5482 16 90 778 11.8

Mechanical, electrical, electronic and marine

engineering

EISHIE 32628 7.6 10851 3.2 43 479 5.7

Computer studies

PRI RS TR 48 043 11.2 7237 2.1 55 280 7.2

Architecture and construction engineering

iR 34761 8.1 17334 5.1 52 095 6.8

Pure science

oty ety v 19 345 45 32775 9.6 52 120 6.8

Medical and health related studies

HE 12 405 2.9 34 410 10.1 46 815 6.1

Education

Sk SR EF Ry Eofth TSR 15224 3.6 12342 3.6 27 566 3.6

Textile, design and other industrial technology

HiRlH 27 395 6.4 33304 9.8 60 699 7.9

Other fields

fast 428584 100.0 339936 100.0 768520 100.0

Total
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Table4 Population with Tertiary Education®” by Field of Education and Sex, 1991, 1996 and
2001 (Cont’d)

2L i &f
Mae Female Both Sexes
#H BHEFHE #H Bkt #H BHaklk BH B
Year Field of Education Number %  Number %  Number %
2001 pERLERAE 116 661 242 147122 33.7 263783 28.7
Business and commercia studies
R e R e 70032 145 102243 234 172275 18.8
Artsand social science
bk~ BEE BT R T 73742 153 8177 1.9 81919 8.9
Mechanical, electrical, electronic and marine
engineering
B ERAE 56 314 11.7 20 301 4.6 76 615 8.3
Computer studies
R REE TR 54 262 11.3 12014 2.8 66 276 7.2
Architecture and construction engineering
Py SR 39835 8.3 24 392 5.6 64 227 7.0
Pure science
B AR 21025 44 38 067 8.7 59 092 6.4
Medical and health related studies
HE 11978 25 36 990 8.5 48 968 5.3
Education
SEk SRS R Eofth TSR 6 936 14 5821 13 12 757 14
Textile, design and other industrial technology
HRE 31074 6.4 41514 9.5 72 588 7.9
Other fields
fEst 481859 100.0 436641 100.0 918500 100.0
Total
AR () ERBTHEHAEEE (RkeREEE ) B T HEHR Note: (1) The figures refer to persons with educational attainment (highest level
B IWAL- attended) as “ Tertiary Education”.
2 —IN—FENEFaEEs " T8 B TR E (20 The 1991 figures include persons with educational attainment (highest
JOEHRR L WEBEREE (ReElEE ) (AL - level attended) of “Diploma/certificate courses in technical institutes /

polytechnics”.
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Persons Studying Full-time in Schools or Educational Institutions in Hong Kong by
Educational Attainment (Highest Level Attended) and Whether Studying in the Same
District Council District, 2001

Table5

T ERHES
Place of Study
{fEEEE FER JEfEF S R MGt
Studying in the Not Studying in the Same Total
Same District District Council District
Council District
B JLRE st /Nt
Hong Kong Kowloon New Sub-total
Island Territories

HEEE (REEEE ) #HH (H5HY)
Educational Attainment Number (Percentage™)
(Highest Level Attended)
HIHEREE 182 791 10 108 25 266 6 397 41771 224 562
Kindergarten (81.4) (4.5) (11.3) (2.8) (18.6) (100.0)
JINEE 423008 25049 56 442 16 247 97 738 520 746
Primary (81.2) (4.8) (10.8) (3.1 (18.8) (100.0)
GlLs 186 287 19 429 34621 15 258 69 308 255 595
Lower secondary (72.9) (7.6) (13.5) (6.0) (27.2) (100.0)
= 115732 15571 32 267 15 263 63 101 178 833
Upper secondary (64.7) (8.7) (18.0) (8.5) (35.3) (100.0)
TEE 41101 14 453 25715 12 642 52 810 93911
Matriculation (43.8) (15.9) (27.9) (13.5) (56.2) (100.0)
HEHF 18204 17112 31919 19 608 68 639 86 843
Tertiary (21.0) (29.7) (36.8) (22.6) (79.0) (100.0)
HaEEt 967 123 101722 206 230 85415 393367 1360490
Total (71.0) (7.5) (15.2) (6.3) (28.9) (100.0)

A

(1) FESRARIE T BRAERN BT SRIE O -

Note:

(1) Figuresin brackets represent the percentages in respect of the

total.



