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For information

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PANEL
ON PLANNING, LANDS AND WORKS

West Kowloon Reclamation — Remaining Roadworks

PURPOSE

This paper informs Members of our proposal to carry out
remaining roadworks to serve the developments in the West Kowloon
Reclamation (WKR) area.

PROJECT SCOPE AND NATURE

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

We propose to carry out the following works:-

construction of a 400 metres (m) long one way single-lane
Road G linking West Kowloon Highway southbound with
Lai Po Road northbound (section north of Lai Wan
Interchange (LWI));

construction of two vehicular bridges associated with Road
G;

construction of a 450m long one way two-lane Road L
linking Lai Po Road northbound (section south of LWI) with
Lin Cheung Road southbound underneath LWI;

construction of two footbridges along Sham Mong Road and
associated works;



(e) associated drainage and landscaping works.

The site plan and details of the proposed works are shown in
Enclosures 1 to 4.

JUSTIFICATIONS

Construction of Road G and Road L

3. We need to construct Road G and Road L at LWI to cope
with the additional traffic that will be generated after the opening of
Route 9.

4, Route 9 is a strategic highway linking Tsing Yi with Sha Tin
via Cheung Sha Wan. The Director of Highways plans to start the
construction of the section of Route 9 between Cheung Sha Wan and Sha
Tin in late 2003 for completion in mid 2007. A slip road from Route 9,
bringing traffic from Sha Tin, will connect to LWI (i.e. the hatched road
section A at Enclosure 2). This traffic will seriously hamper the entire
LWI. We therefore need to provide Road L at LWI to release the
congested traffic upon the opening of this section of Route 9 in 2007. A
comparison of the projected volume/capacity (v/c) ratiosl during the peak
hours at LWI with or without the proposed Road L in 2007 and 2011 is as
follows -

Year
2007 2011
Without proposed Road L 1.4 1.4
With proposed Road L 0.9 1.0

A volume/capacity (v/c) ratio equals to or less than 1.0 means that the road has sufficient capacity
to cope with the volume of vehicular traffic under consideration and the resultant traffic will flow
smoothly. A v/c ratio above 1.0 indicates the onset of congestion; above 1.2 indicates more
serious congestion with traffic speeds progressively deteriorating with further increases in traffic.



The proposed Road L will cross the traffic from the slip road of West
Kowloon Highway southbound towards Lai Po Road northbound (i.e. the
hatched road section B at Enclosure 2). In this connection, we need to
construct Road G and associated vehicular bridges to separate traffic with
Road L. The proposed Road G will divert traffic from West Kowloon
Highway southbound towards Sha Tin via Route 9. We will
commence the construction of Road G and Road L in June 20022 for
completion in early 2004.

Construction of the footbridges

5. The two proposed footbridges are required to serve the
developments along Sham Mong Road in WKR. The developments
along Sham Mong Road, including public and private housing
developments, schools, the West Rail Nam Cheong Station and a Police
Married Quarters, are in progress and will be completed in the coming
few years. We estimate that the amount of traffic using Sham Mong
Road will increase upon completion of the above developments. The
current arrangement for pedestrians to use at-grade crossings along Sham
Mong Road will become increasingly dangerous. The two proposed
footbridges located at junction of Sham Mong Road/Sham Shing Road
and at junction of Sham Mong Road/Hoi Fai Road will serve as safe and
comfortable grade-separated pedestrian crossings for pedestrians. When
the footbridges are open to the public, the existing at-grade pedestrian
crossings will be removed.

6. As regards the landscaping works, we will provide about
18 000 square metres of amenity area along the proposed roads and
protect formed slope by hydroseeding and plant trees on the slopes as
appropriate. We will transplant 13 existing trees affected by the project
and plant 300 new trees using native species in roadside planting as far as
possible.

2 To expedite the project programme, we have completed the detailed design and drawings for the
proposed construction works. The tender documents will be finalised in January 2002. Subject to
funding approval of the Finance Committee, we will start the tendering procedures in February 2002
for completion in May 2002.



7. To provide a complementary road network and the necessary
footbridges for the surrounding developments, we plan to commence the
construction of these two footbridges in June 2002 for completion in
December 2004 to tie in with the completion of the public housing
development along Sham Mong Road.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

8. We consulted the Traffic Committee of the Sham Shui Po
District Council and the Traffic and Transport Committee of the Yau
Tsim Mong District Council on 22 March 2001 on the proposed works.
Both Committees supported the proposed works.

Q. We gazetted the proposed works under the Roads (Works,
Use and Compensation) Ordinance on 15 June 2001 and received no
objections. The Secretary for Transport authorised the proposed road
works on 14 September 2001.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

10. The two proposed footbridges along Sham Mong Road are
not designated projects under the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Ordinance (Cap. 499). The proposed Roads G and L are designated
projects under Schedule 2 of the EIA Ordinance and an environmental
permit is required for their construction and operation.

11. In January 2001, the Director of Environmental Protection
approved the EIA report for the project under the EIA Ordinance. The
EIA report concluded that the environmental impact of the project could
be controlled to within the criteria under the Ordinance and the relevant
Technical Memorandum. We will implement the measures recommended
in the approved EIA report. The key measures include the control of
noise, dust, water quality and site run-off to within established standards
and guidelines through the implementation of pollution control measures



in the works contract during construction stage. In addition, we will set
up an environmental team to carry out the recommended environmental
monitoring and auditing (EM&A) programme during the construction
stage and employ independent environment checkers to audit the overall
EM&A programme.

LAND ACQUISITION

12. The proposed works do not require any land acquisition and
clearance.

WAY FORWARD

13. We plan to seek the Public Works Sub-Committee’s
endorsement for upgrading the works mentioned in paragraph 2 (at an
estimated cost of $223.4 million) to Category A on 28 November 2001.

14. We would be pleased to brief Members on the details of the
project if necessary.

ATTACHMENT

Enclosure 1 — Drawing No. KZ182
Enclosure 2 — Drawing No. KZ183A
Enclosure 3 — Drawing No. KZ184A
Enclosure 4 — Drawing No. KZ185

Territory Development Department
November 2001
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