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Annex

Chaprer 10

Preliminary provisions

LONGTITLE!
Fonctiom

Every Act begins with a long title the fimcrion of which is o indicuce the generzl
purposes of the Act. The long title i3 pare of the Act, being considered, enacred,
andsnhjegm amendmmenr, by the legislanure. Ttis impertant besguse it is legitmare
to use it for the ose of in ting the Act 35 2 whole and ascertining i
scope ! It may ml;t,mznwwe, be ]ooked ac to modify the interpremion of plain
and unambiguons language.’

In some countries the long ttle is also of importance during the legislatee
process and may bave cffect to limit debate or amendment of the Bill It would
appear that the comprehensiveness of the long vte i United Kingdom statures
is to some extent 2 consequence of the steicoess of pariamentary practce in this
regard. The Ansoalian Legistation Flandhook (Ch 2.47) states that ‘Cabinet some
years ago expressed 2 desire chat the lang title should be precise, as an aid w the
cestricrion of the area of debate’. But such stricmess has been relaxed in other
jarisdictions and this hes led t bricfer and less informative long tides.?

I Apart from parliamentary considerations, a comprehenve long ttle may serve
| 2 valuable purpasc in assisting to communicate the intended spiric and scope of
! mmnebugﬁdcpmumeoppomniqmrhcdn&nmsayin lain texrns
1

G T T AT T ey ey

what he ar she i abour, but a purpase provision may be mare cffective. An !
abbreviated, tuncaced tite serves no puxpose other than chat of 1 label, and that E

Lk

i is the prerogarive of dhe short title. Far ecarnple, where an Act is 10 bear the shore

¢ | dde’ Indusn:yAct’,theteisnovaiucﬁualongdﬂcmchas'AnAardamg

8 tothe MeatTndustry’. A more informative long tide, such as the following, might
however serve snme purpose: -

Az Act m encourage, faclimes and assist the development of the mest induszry in the
Republic: t establish the Meac Indusay Cocporadon and provide S iy fanctions; o

I Thesdeisn mﬂyn‘.’f‘q‘rcdma:d!:lnngddcino:dum&aﬁnguishi:&omd:c:hon
tirle, 2ad this praczier iz adoped in this choprer. Neverdhedess, in some jurssdictions the prassice

kmrminﬁrfurmslm:h:‘wd‘ﬁdc'. ified by "loag’.

Vd«&&ulﬁn[a&nhﬁyf%ﬂ?l]]m 107 ac [2B.

Re Woyees’ Rl Trus [1961) Ch 225 ax 24; Fard v Holomars [1964) 2 QB 589, {1964] 2 All EX, 729.

As © Caoadian practicr, s E A Dricdger, Legisiative Farms and Precodesry (2od edo) pE33.
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