New Trademark System



New trademark system

The new Trade Marks Ordinance was passed in 2000.
IPD is putting into place a new computer system to
deliver the Trade Marks Registry’ statutory
services to trademark owners and the public,
electronically



Modernising trademark law

The new Trade Marks Ordinance and Rules aim to
modernise the trademark registration system and to
Increase protection for registered trademarks



Advantages -increased protection

wider range of signs that can be registered as trade
marks

better protection for well-known trade marks
broader scope of defensive registration

Introduces registration of collective marks



Advantages - simplifies and liberalizes

simple, unified register and disclaimers only entered at
applicant request

removes red tape on assignment of trademarks and
applications for trademarks

removes red tape on licensing of trademarks



Advantages - balance of interests

allows parallel importation of goods, provided their condition is not
changed or impaired

allows comparative advertising, in accordance with honest industrial
and commercial practices

iIntroduces safeguards against groundless threats of infringement
proceedings in line with other IP legislation



Advantages - electronic delivery

establishes a statutory framework and Trade Marks Registry
working procedures for electronic service delivery

makes application for registration, search for conflicting marks and
registered information available on-line

( )

publishes applications for registration electronically for the purposes
of opposition



Advantages - cost effectiveness

reduces costs to applicants for registration

allows public search of registered information free of
charge

applicants can apply to register a trade mark for goods
and services simultaneously in several classes of the
register



Advantages - procedural

streamlines and speeds up applications

cuts down red tape when claiming international priority

Introduces a new classification for trademarks for
services



Registration procedures

The Trade Marks Rules will regulate trade mark
registration procedures in an essentially electronic
environment
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Adjudicating on competing rights

The Rules will regulate trademark opposition, revocation
and invalidity proceedings between rights owners
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Online Trade Mark Search

http://ipsearch.ipd.gov.hk
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