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A High Court judge scolds the police for arresting a key witness in an ongoing case,
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A High Court judge yesterday reprimanded the pollce for offending the court’s dignity by arresting a key
witness in a civil trlal and barring him from continuing his testimony In court.

Deputy Judge Anthony Te Kwal-fung, of the Court of First Instance, deemed the incident a disgrace and urged
the police to investigate and report to him in a week's time. The judge sald the police might have committed a
contempt of court.

Two Cammercial Crime Bureau (CCB) officers arrested Kan Chol-ming, 44, outside courtroom No 20 In
Admiralty on Tuesday at 12.55pm. His company, Staryork Investment, was belng sued over a loan dispute
involving $29 milllon. He was due to continue his testimony after tunch.

After Mr Kan falled to reappear in court, Deputy Judge To ordered the police to bring him back yesterday
morning and demanded an explanation.

"What happened yesterday (on Tuesday) Is something I should say was very disgraceful. It appears to me the
dignity and authority of the court had been offended," the judge sald. He added the police's conduct amounted
to an "affront to justice" and “challenged" the partles' free access to the court.

Mr Kan was detained for questioning over theft allegations on Tuesday night and was escorted to court by CCB
officers yesterday to continue his testimony.

The bureau’s senlor superintendent, Law Ping-kuen, yesterday apologlsed on behalf of the police
commissioner and said the two officers who made the arrest were not told Mr Kan, who was wanted by the
police since 1999, had not finished his testimony.

But Deputy Judge To said the pollce should have known that Mr Xan had to continue his testimony because
the court had warned him not to discuss the case with others. Mr Kan, released on pallce ball, continues giving
evidence today,
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