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Centrefor Cultural Policy Research, The University of Hong Kong

The Centre, overseen by a board of directors from local cultural, policy and research
sectors, was founded in 1998, with primary objectives to undertake public policy research
on culture and to advise public bodies on the formulation of cultural policies at large.
Since its founding, the Centre has played an active role in response to the formulation of
public polices on culture, and facilitates multilateral exchange on related issues. It is now
actively involved in the promotion of discourse and study on creative industries resulting
in the co-organization with British Council and the ICA of London for a conference and
workshop on “Creative Cities: London-HK” to be held at the University of Hong Kong
from November 8 to 9, 2002.

In 2002, the Centre was commissioned by the Centre Policy Unit of the SAR Government
to undertake a baseline study on Hong Kong's creative industries. Other activities
organized by the Centre include:

¢+ |n 1998 the Centre completed an opinion survey on legislative councilors, former
Urban Council and Regional Council members, and candidates for those seats in the
1998 Legco and Municipal Council election so as to alow public screening on their
policy platforms of culture. The survey solicited their views on a wide range of
cultural issues and policy matters in relation to culture.  Findings were published on
3 July of 1998, and a report entitled “ A Sudy of Cultural Policy of Hong Kong” was
tabled for discussion in a follow-up seminar on 4™ July. The project was in
partnership with the Hong Kong Institute for Promotion of Chinese Culture, Hong
Kong Cultural Sector Joint Conference and Hong Kong Economic Journal.

¢ Seminar on the re-structuring of the Hong Kong's arts funding was held in November
1998, with the title of “Where will al the Flowers Go? The Problem of Arts
Governance in Hong Kong.” It was held in response to the part of Tung Chee Hwa's
policy addressin 1998 that touched on arts policy and administration.

¢ A series of public forums on the theme of “Culture and Heritage Commission and
Hong Kong Culture” were co-organized by the Centre, RTHK Radio 4 and the Hong
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Kong Cultural Sector Join Conference between October and November 1999. The
forums served as channel in soliciting public views and opinions on different issues
related to culture; and thereafter, documentation of consultations were submitted to
the Government as proactive recommendations to the Culture and Heritage
Commission, a new policy setup as a result of the Government’s re-organization of
district organizations. The forumsinclude the following topics:

i) Culture and its Relation to Education and Human Resources
ii) Culture and its Relation to Economy and Creative Industries
iii) Culture and its Relation to Planning and Urban Development
iv) Culture and its Relation to International Exchange

v) Culture and its Relation to Media

Study of the Renovation of Loke Yew Hall was proposed by the Centre. It received
strong support from the University, and the first stage of the renovation (upgrading of
sound and light equipments) was financed within the University and was completed in
July 2000.

In December 2000, the Centre jointly organized the “Festival of Vision — Berlin in
Hong Kong” with the Goethe Ingtitute Hong Kong, Hong Kong Institute of
Contemporary Culture, City-to-City Cultural Forum and some other local partners.
Its opening conference was on the theme of “Creative Industry, Art and Education,”
and the Festival featured a wide range of programs on visua arts, film/video,
performing arts, architectural designs, arts education and arts criticism.

In 2001-2, the Centre sponsored a study by the HK Institute of Contemporary Culture
and the HK China Relation Strategy Development Research Fund for a study on the
cultural differences between Hong Kong and Shenzhen. The first part of the
research results — “ A survey on the HK university students’ attitudes towards culture,
media and job opportunities” was released in June 2002.  The project is on-going.
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