CB(1)2538/02-03

ETWB(W) 910/14/01 Tel No. 28481108
CB1/PL/PLW Fax No. 2801 5034
2 October 2003
Urgent by Fax
Clerk to Panel, (Fax. 2121 0420)
Legidative Council,
Legidative Council Building,
8 Jackson Road,

Hong Kong.
(Attn.: Ms Sarah Y uen)

Dear Ms Y uen,

Panel on Planning, Lands and Works

Further to my letter dated 29.9.03, | enclose herewith the updates for the
item on Foreshore, Sea-bed and Roads (Amendment) Bill 2003, in both English
and Chinese for your further action please.

Y ours sincerely,

(KM Bok)
for Secretary for the Environment,
Transport and Works

cc. CASW)2



Foreshore, Sea-bed and Roads (Amendment) Bill 2003

The origina intention of the Bill was to speed up the delivery
of public works projects by implementing legislative amendments,
coupled with internal administrative procedures, to shorten the periods for
raising and resolving public objections. In view of the concerns expressed
by the Bills Committee and some interested parties on the proposed
legislative amendments, we decided to concentrate first on speeding up the
administrative procedures and to assess the effectiveness of the expedited
procedures before deciding on the way forward of the Bill.

We promulgated on 30 April 2003 a set of administrative
procedures requiring Works Departments to enhance the consultation and
notification of projects and to expedite the resolution of objections. Since
30 May 2003, we have also started including the information on projects
under gazettal in the ETWB's Internet web page. As gazettal of projects
and resolution of objections involve rather lengthy periods, we need time
to gather sufficient statistics to enable a meaningful assessment of the
effectiveness of the administrative measures. It is unlikely therefore that
we would be able to come to a decision and resume the work on the Bill in
the current LegCo session.

Members can rest assured that the Administration will consult

the Panel again if and when it has decided to revive the Bill either in its
previous or revised form.
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