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Reply to the question raised by theHon James To
at the LegCo Security Panel held on 8 July 2003

According to Basic Law (BL) 101, “the Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region may employ British and other foreign nationals
previously serving in the public service in Hong Kong”. In this connection, serving
officers appointed before 1 July 1997 who are British or other foreign nationals can
remain in employment on or after 1 July 1997 even if they are not permanent residents
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. However, an ex-civil servant who
isBritish or of other foreign nationalities does not fall within the scope of “British and
other foreign national's previously serving in the public servicein Hong Kong” under
BL 101.
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