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Enclosure 4

Proposed Easterly Link Road (ELR)
An Analysis of the Six Shortlisted Options

Option 1

The proposed ELR branches off from the southern end of the
Shenzhen Western Corridor (SWC) and goes eastward to the junction of Tin
Wah Road and Tin Ying Road. After it routes along the northern periphery of
the new development at Tin Shui Wai (TSW), it goes through some fishponds at
the northern part of Wang Chau and Nam Sang Wai before joining the Yuen
Long Highway (YLH) at Au Tau.

2. This route is long (about 10km) and tortuous, the construction cost
and programme are expected to be high and long. Technical difficulty aside,
the proposed route will affect many fishponds at the TSW north and Nam Sang
Wai area and will encroach on the wetland conservation area- thus posing a
very serious environmental problem. Inaddition, it is estimated that over 95%
of the affected lands are private lots (around the area at Deep Bay Road, Sha
Kong Tsuen, Fung Kong Tsuen and Wang Chau). Resumption will be
extremely difficult.

Option 5

3. The proposed ELR spins off from Ha Tsuen Interchange, then
routes through the planned roads of Hung Shui Kiu New Development Area
(HSK NDA) as well as Ping Ha Road. After crossing the at-grade junction at
Hung Tin Road/Ping Ha Road, it goes up the Hung Tin Road Flyover to cross
Castle Peak Road, then uses the TSW West Interchange (TSWWI) to YLH.

4, This proposal is mainly at-grade, relatively less expensive and
construction is relatively more straight forward. It is however a tortuous route
with many junctions, hence the design speed can only be 50km/hour which may
not be attractive to motorists (the traveling time of using this route is expected
to be four minutes more than using the main DBL route). Moreover, many
private lots and container yards will be affected. The periphera areas of both
the HSK NDA and HSK North NDA will be affected.



Option 6

5. After spinning off from Ha Tsuen Interchange, this proposed route
follows the alignment of the planned internal road of HSK NDA and it extends
northwards to the junction of Tin Wah Road and Tin Ying Road. It then goes
along Ting Ying Road and Hung Tin Road to reach YLH viathe TSWWI.

6. This proposed route is mainly in the form of at-grade roads and
there are no significant difficulties with construction. However, this route is
tortuous with many junctions and hence may not be attractive to users (the
traveling time of using this route is expected to be about six minutes more than
using the main DBL route). Furthermore, some private lots and container
yards are to be affected. This aignment will also impact extensively on the
HSK North NDA aong the northern periphery and Tin Ying Road, hence
developments have to be set back.

Option 6A

7. This alignment is a modification of Option 6. After spinning off
from Ha Tsuen Interchange, similar to Option 6, the proposed ELR follows the
alignment of the planned internal road of HSK NDA; it then goes straight east
and passes over Ping Ha Road and Tin Ying Road by a viaduct. It then goes
along Tin Ying Road and Hung Tin Road to reach YLH viathe TSWWI. This
route is shorter than Option 6 by about one kilometre.

8. This is the preferred option having regard to engineering,
environmental, lands, traffic and planning considerations. That said, the cost
of construction is estimated to be about $900 million while the saving in
travelling time is about two minutes. Some private lots, container yards and
fish ponds will be affected. There is adso extensive impact on the HSK North
NDA.

Option 7

9. This proposed route is in the form of a tunnel joining the DBL
mainline at San Sang San Tsuen and YLH near Tong Yan San Tsuen. The
tunnel is aligned to avoid the impact on the foundations of the existing
structures and planned developments by going through the various “Village”,
“Green Belt” and low density development zones of HSK NDA.

10. While this option has relatively less impact on both the HSK and
HSK North NDAs, it is very difficult to construct since the tunnél will have to
be deep to pass the Light Right Transit track and has to be bored. The



construction period is expected to take 60 months. Both the capital and
recurrent costs, estimated to be about $3,800 million and $900 million
respectively, are high. In addition, there are significant land implications as a
lot of private lots, industrial buildings, villages and graves will be affected. On
the environment side, some fishponds will also be affected. The associated
ventilation buildings will also be very close to the residential areas.

Option 8

11. This proposed route follows the alignment of Option 1 for the Deep
Bay Road section, it then takes the form of a 2.6 kilometre dual 2-lane cut and
cover tunnel under Tin Wah Road and joinsthe YLH at Au Tau. Thisisamost
direct connection heading towards Route 3.

12. Construction of the cut and cover tunnel underneath the existing
large drainage channel in crossing Tin Ying Road will be extremely difficult and
require a long construction period. Also, during the construction period, Tin
Wah Road has to be closed to traffic completely which is unacceptable. Some
mudflats, fishponds and private lots along Deep Bay Road as well as the
northern periphery of the HSK North NDA will also be affected.
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