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The main point remains as stated in my letter of 17 June that it is our
understanding that we should put a former owner in the same position with respect to a
disposition by way of a void instrument as he holds at present. To replace the discretionary
power of rectification that the Court now has with an unqualified mandatory requirement
would put a former owner in a stronger position than at present. To keep the position
unchanged, the Court must be directed to consider the acts of the former owner. We are of
the view that, given the way Clause 81(3) is drafted, and given the precedent cases, the Courts
will continue to give a very high degree of protection to a former owner in such circumstances.

At the Bills Committee meeting on 21 June, I was asked to write to request a
further letter from REDA, indicating whether in light of our exchanges, you were content for
the Bill to proceed. I would be grateful if you would consider whether you would issue such a
letter.

As I said on Saturday, there is still much time and much to be done before the
Bill comes into operation if enacted on 7 July. I welcome REDA' s continued involvement in
the preparatory work. I will be in touch shortly to invite representatives from REDA to
participate in a meeting with other interested parties to map out the next steps.

Kim Salkeld)
Land Registrar

Encl.

c.c. Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands (Attn: Ms Olivia Nip)
Clerk to Bills Committee on L TB (Attn: Miss Salumi Chan)
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8IA. Time for bringing proceedings under section 81

(1) Subject to subsection (2), no application for the rectification of the Title Register may
be made under section 81 after the end of the period of 12 years from the date on which the
entry in t11e Title Register in question was obtained, made or omitted, as the case may be.

(2) The Limitation Ordinance (Cap. 347) shall apply, with necessary modifications, to an
application for the rectification of the Title Register under section 81 of this Ordinance.


















































