
Bills Committee on Town Planning (Amendment) Bill 2003
Report of the Housing Commission 1935

Purpose

In the Bills Committee Paper on the legislative intent of s.9 of the Town
Planning Ordinance (LC Paper No. CB(1) 358/03-04(02)) provided by the
Administration, a Report of the Housing Commission (Sessional Paper No. 12 of
1938) was mentioned.  With the assistance of LegCo Secretariat, the Report is
subsequently located.  This Paper provides a gist of the report for Members’
reference.  An extract of the relevant part of the report is at Annex.

Gist of the Report

2. In 1935, the then Governor appointed a commission to enquire into the
housing difficulties in Victoria and Kowloon with special reference to overcrowding
and its effect on tuberculosis and to suggest steps which should be taken to remedy
existing conditions.  A substantial part of the report focuses on the provision of
housing for the working classes.  Of more direct relevance to town planning, the
Commission recommended, among others, that (paragraph 15 of the Report) -

(a) a permanent Town and Housing Committee be formed to advise Government
on town planning and housing matters; and

(b) a permanent Town Planning and Housing Sub-department of the Public
Works Department be created to prepare, among others, a key plan as a guide
to redevelopment; to survey sites and prepare plans for possible new
developments; and to prepare legislation and devise machinery necessary to
give effect to town planning and housing schemes.
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