L C Paper No. CB(1)180/03-04(01)

(by fax and by post)
Fax: 2869-6794
24" October 2003

Y our Ref: CB1/BC/13/02

Legidative Council
Legidative Council Building
8 Jackson Road, Central
Hong Kong

Attn: Ms. Rosalind Ma
for Clerk to Bills Committee

Re: Public Officers Pay Adjustments (2004/2005) Bill

The Bar notes the response of the Administration emphasi zes that the intention of
clause  3(1)(b)(i)(A) is to cover Al full-time  Members of the
Lands Tribunal. The Bar would remind Members of the Bills Committee that
Courts of the HKSAR interpret legislation not by divining the intention of
the legidature through reading correspondence, papers and minutes of the
Bills Committee or the Proceedings of the Legidative Council, but by
discovering the intention of the legislature as expressed in the language of the legidlation.
Therefore, what the Administration intends is of importance
only if such an intention is expressed in the language of the legidation.
Members of the Bills Committee should observe and aso require the
Administration to observe this principal rule of drafting and interpretation of legislation.

Yours faithfully,
Edward Chan, SC

Chairman
PY Lo/a



