
Legislative Council Bills Committee on
Legislative Council (Amendment) Bill 2003

Sports, Performing Arts, Culture and Publication 
Functional Constituency

Introduction

This note responds to Members’ questions about the
provision relating to the Sports, Performing Arts, Culture and Publication
Functional Constituency (FC), raised at the meeting on 29 May 2003. 

Delineation of the FC

2. The electorate of the Sports, Performing Arts, Culture and
Publication FC is delineated in section 20V of the Legislative Council
(LegCo) Ordinance, Cap. 542.  The law provides that the following
categories of performing arts and cultural organizations are eligible for
registration as electors –

a) bodies listed in a Gazette notice currently in force made
under section 3(5) of the Hong Kong Arts Development
Council (HKADC) Ordinance, Cap. 472, for the purpose of
section 3(4)1 of that Ordinance (section 20V(1)(d));

b) arts bodies which have received funding support from
specified bodies2 during the relevant period (section
20V(1)(e));

c) district arts and culture associations named in Part 2 of
Schedule 1B to the LegCo Ordinance (section 20V(1)(f))
(Annex);

                                                
1 The section provides that the organizations listed in the Gazette may nominate

persons to be members of the Hong Kong Arts Development Council.
2 The Hong Kong Arts Development Council, the Urban Council, the Regional

Council, the Provisional Urban Council, the Provisional Regional Council,
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department or the Home Affairs Bureau.
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d) members of six umbrella organizations3 (section 20V(1)(i);
and

e) bodies named in Part 3 of Schedule 1B to the LegCo
Ordinance (section 20V(1)(l)) (Annex ).

3. At the last meeting, a Member expressed concern that arts
organizations which had not received funding support from specified
bodies might be excluded from the SPCP FC.  

4. As shown in paragraph 2 above, there are in fact a number of
channels through which an arts organisation can become eligible for
registration as an elector in the FC.  The “funding support” channel, i.e.
paragraph 2(b), is only one of them.  

Criteria for accepting applications for registration as electors

5. The provision in paragraph 2(e) above is to enable deserving
organizations which do not fit into the criteria in paragraphs 2(a) to (d)
above to be included in the Sports, Performing Arts, Culture and
Publication FC.  In considering whether a particular organization should
be included in Part 3 of Schedule 1B, our main consideration is whether
the organization concerned is a major organization representative of the
sector.  We will take into consideration factors including the
organization’s objects, its date of establishment, its membership criteria,
its membership size, and past activities held.  For organizations which
we consider appropriate for inclusion in the FC, amendments would be
made to Schedule 1B.  Our usual practice is to update the Schedule as
part of a wider legislative amendment exercise to prepare for a LegCo
general election.  Thus, any amendments to the Schedule will have been
carefully considered by LegCo.  The current Schedule 1B was last
amended in 1999.    

6. We believe that the current electorate of the FC has already
covered well organizations which are representative of the performing
arts and cultural sector.  Since the last LegCo elections in 2000, we have
not received any requests from performing arts and cultural organizations

                                                
3 HK, Kln & NT Motion Picture Industry Association Ltd., Hong Kong Film

Awards Association Ltd., International Federation of the Phonographic
Industry (Hong Kong Group) Limited, Movie Producers and Distributors
Association of Hong Kong Ltd, Music Publishers Association of Hong Kong
Ltd., Hong Kong Theatres Association Ltd.
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for inclusion in the Sports, Performing Arts, Culture and Publication FC.

Drafting of Section 20V(1)(e)

7. At the last meeting, a Member pointed out that there were
two Provisional Regional Councils, one existed between 1985 and 1986,
and the other from 1 July 1997 to 31 December 1999.  It was suggested
that the drafting of section 20V(1)(e) be reviewed to consider if it is
necessary to clarify which Provisional Regional Council the section is
referring to.  

8. Section 20V(1)(e) provides that statutory or registered arts
organizations which have received funding support from, among other
specified bodies, the Provisional Regional Council during the relevant
period should be eligible for registration as electors in the Sports,
Performing Arts, Culture and Publication FC.  The “relevant period” is
defined under section 20V(2)(b) to mean the period from 1 April 1994 to
the date on which the organization applies for registration as an elector.
We think it is sufficiently clear that the Provisional Regional Council
referred to in section 20V(1)(e), when read together with section 20V(2)b,
must be the one existed between 1 July 1997 and 31 December 1999
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