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Bills Committee on Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2003

Breakdown on Categories of Relatives

Purpose

This paper informs Members of the breakdown on the categories
of relatives for local adoption by related persons known to the Social
Welfare Department (SWD) in recent years.

Background

2. At the meeting on 4 March 2004, Members requested
information on, among others, a breakdown on the categories of relatives
for local adoption by related persons in recent years.

Definition of Relatives

3. According to section 2 of the Adoption Ordinance (Cap.290),
‘relative’ is defined as grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt, whether
of full-blood, half-blood or affinity, and includes :

(a) where an adoption order has been made in respect of the infant or
any other person under the Ordinance, any person who would be a
relative of the infant within the meaning of this definition if the
adopted person were the child of the adopter born in lawful
wedlock;

(b) where the infant is illegitimate, the father of the infant and any
person who would be a relative of the infant within the meaning of
this definition if the infant were the legitimate child of his mother
and father.

Statistics



2

4. According to the local adoption cases known to SWD, the
breakdown of the categories of relatives is shown at the Annex.  As
revealed in the statistics, most of the relatives involved in the past three
years were paternal or maternal uncles or aunts, with a small number of
paternal grandparents.  As explained at the last Bills Committee meeting,
for adoption by related persons, the court would need to be satisfied that
the applicant (adoptive parent) is indeed the relative before granting the
adoption order.

Presentation

5. Members may wish to take note of the contents of this
information note.
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Annex
Breakdown of the Categories of Relatives for Local Adoptions in the Past Three Years

(for 2001 to 2003)

Prospective Adoptive Parent’s relationship with the Child

Year
Paternal Uncle
i.e. 伯父伯父伯父伯父、叔、叔、叔、叔
父父父父、姑丈、姑丈、姑丈、姑丈

Paternal Aunt
i.e. 伯母伯母伯母伯母、叔、叔、叔、叔
母母母母、姑母、姑母、姑母、姑母

Maternal
Uncle

i.e. 舅父舅父舅父舅父、姨丈、姨丈、姨丈、姨丈

Maternal
Aunt

i.e. 舅母舅母舅母舅母、姨母、姨母、姨母、姨母

Paternal
Grandparents

i.e. 祖父母祖父母祖父母祖父母

Maternal
Grandparents
i.e. 外祖父母外祖父母外祖父母外祖父母

Total

2001 3 2 2 1 0 0 8
2002 1 1 0 4 0 2 8
2003 2 4 1 5 0 1 13
Total 6 7 3 10 0 3 29










