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Therewill be no oral question for the L egislative Council meeting on 2 April 2003.



Z

i

HOR 3% P1R78 5y i o

Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon Howard Y OUNG (Written reply)

It is understood United States Customs is considering extending the
new security regulations for maritime containers to apply to airfreight
in December. Under the regulations, freight details are required to
be submitted at least 24 hours before cargo is loaded. Will the
Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©

(d)

has the government conducted consultation with the
airfreight industry on thisissue;

has Government assessed the impact the new regulations
are likely to have on the airfreight industry and the Hong
Kong economy;

does Government have any measures to help the industry to
comply with the new regulations and ensure it would not
hinder the development of our air cargo logistics industry;
and

has the Government examined whether these regulations,
whilst applying to Maritime cargo, might warrant different
treatment in the case of air cargo due to its fast moving
nature; and if so, whether it intends to make presentations
to the US Government on behalf of the industry?
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Default rates of various student loan programmes
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Hon Abraham SHEK (Written reply)

Civil servants can enjoy arange of fringe benefits, including medical
and dental benefits, education allowances, housing benefits, passage
allowance and pensions, depending on their rank, length of service,
terms of appointment and other rules. To tackle the budget deficit
problem, the Government has committed itself to reducing operating
costs and set its target of HK$20 billion in expenditure savings in
2006-2007. Inthisregard, will the Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©)

whether the Administration plan to induce measures to
encourage civil servants to purchase their own flats in the
private property market and reduce the spending on
housing benefits,

the rationale of providing leave benefits for family
members of civil servants who are on the Directorate Pay
Scale and joined the Government before 1 June 2000; and

whether the Administration plans to conduct a
comprehensive review on the current fringe benefits
package so as to achieve its expenditure savings target of
HK$20 billion in 2006-2007; if it does, what are the
details?
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Corporatization of business premises under the Housing Department
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Duty-not-paid diesels
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Unauthorized display of bills or posters
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Payment of hospital charges with foreign currency notes
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Two-way Exit Permit holders giving birth in Hong Kong
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Work of the HKCERT
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Ensuring the ICAC to function independently
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Fire caused by improper disposal of cigarette ends
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Police reporting centres at boundary crossing points
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Online applications for entry visas by Taiwan visitors
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Replacement of pavement railings
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Consulting the Executive Council on the Appropriation Bill 2003
and the Revenue Bill 2003
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Disposal of computers by the Police
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Safety of security guards undertaking cash-in-transit duties
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New tender requirements for gas filling stations
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Procurement and disposal of computers by the disciplined forces
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Strategic supply of oil
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