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L C Paper No. CB(1) 1654/02-03

Ref : CBY/PL/HG

Report for the House Committee meeting on 16 May 2003

Non-attendance of gover nment officials at
the meeting of the Panel on Housing on 5 May 2003

Purpose

This paper reports on the non-attendance of government officias at the
meeting of the Panel on Housing on 5 May 2003.

Sequence of events

2. On 7 April 2003, the Clerk to the Panel on Housing issued a letter inviting
representatives of the Administration to attend the regular Panel meeting on
5 May 2003 for two discussion items, including item V on “Review of the policy on
single-operator markets’ which was scheduled to stat at 3:30 pm. The
Administration was requested to provide the bilingual discussion papers together with
the attendance list before 28 April 2003. On 30 April 2003, the Administration
forwarded the relevant information paper together with the names of the two officers,
namely Mr Chris Roberts and Mr CHEUNG Kin-fat, who would attend for discussion
of theitem.

3. On the day of the meeting, i.e. 5 May 2003, discussion on item IV was
completed as scheduled. There was however no sight of the relevant government
officials when members were ready to proceed with the discussion of the item on
“Review of the policy on single-operator markets’. At the instruction of the
Chairman, the meeting was adjourned for 10 minutes during which the Clerk got in
touch with the Administration and was given to understand that due to communication
problem on the part of the Administration, the two government officials were not
aware of the exact timing of the meeting and thus not able to attend for discussion of
theitem. The Chairman has no choice but to defer the discussion on the item to the
next meeting on 2 June 2003. The Panel considered it necessary to bring the matter
to the attention of the House Committee.



4. Following the incident, Mr C M LEUNG, Permanent Secretary for Housing,
Planning and Lands (Housing), sent two letters to the Chairman on 5 and 7 May,
apologizing for the inconvenience caused and admitting internal miscommunication
over the meeting arrangements.  The two letters are attached at Appendices| and 1.

Advice sought

5. Members are invited to advise on the way forward on how the matter should
be dealt with.

Prepared by
Council Business Division 1

L egidlative Council Secretariat
15 May 2003
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