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December 31, 2002

Dr Patrick CPHO
Secretary for Home Affairs
Home Affairs Bureau

31/F Southorn Centre
Wanchal

Hong Kong

Dear Dr Ho,

Re: Second Report of the Hong Kong Special Administration Region under the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

| refer to your letter dated November 13, 2002 and write to give you our Council’s view on
the proposed framework of topics to be covered in your report and information on selected
topics of particular relevance to our Council which you may want to consider to add to your
report. | would like to highlight a few issues with which we are concerned.

First of all, our Council expresses our concern over the way this consultation is conducted
by the government.  An outline of topicsto be covered without any concrete contents and facts
essentially provides little reference for our Council, other NGOs and the genera public to give
opinions on or raise suggestions to reflect the economic, social and cultura situations of Hong
Kong in the government’ sreport. | therefore sincerely hope that you can conduct a second
consultation after the government’ s report is drafted.

Secondly, in addition to the topics listed in the proposed outline, our Council suggests that
the Concluding Observations item no.(19) and recommendations (38) and (39), which are all
related to the issue of poverty in Hong Kong, be addressed in the government report. |
herewith enclose a statement of opinions of our Council which we sent to the Welfare Panel of
the Legidlative Council for your reporting (Annex 1).  Our Council’ slatest position paper on
social security policy and CSSA review isaso enclosed (Annex I1).  While appreciating your
will to address many of the concerns raised by the Committee, it will certainly look more
comprehensive and complete if you can report to the Committee the poverty problem in Hong
Kong, as a separate section in response to Article 11 of the Covenant, and the measures adopted
(or to be adopted) by the government to deal with the problem.
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In addition to poverty and social security, our Council is concerned with a number of
critical domains of social development, namely Social Welfare, Housing, Civil Society/Third
Sector, Education, Economy and Labour and Political Participation, and the well-being of
various socially disadvantaged groups, namely the Low Income Group, Elderly, Women,
Children and Youth, and the Family. | hope that the government can report to the Committee
not just the achievements Hong Kong has made, but also the critical challenges that Hong
Kong will have to facein the foreseeable future. Inthisregards, | enclose herewith
summaries of focus group discussions on these domains of social development and
disadvantaged groups, which we conducted in the process of compiling our Social
Development Index (Annex [11). In particular, in response to the Concluding Observations
item no.(24) on the age of criminal responsibility, our Council’s position paper is enclosed for
your reporting (Annex IV). For quantitative data on Hong Kong' s socia development, afull
report of our Social Development Index 2002 (Annex V) is enclosed for your reporting. [Note 1]

Finally, | would like to take this opportunity to express a view that the government should
use the reporting exercise as a means to educate the general public and raise their awareness
towards the Covenant as well asitsimplication to Hong Kong's economic, socia and cultural
development. We appreciate that the government has always been responsive to the UN’s
request for submission of report and has tried to make an effort to provide information for the
Committeeto review. However, as Hong Kong develops gradually as an internationa city,
the government should aim at not just submitting a report but also enabling the Hong Kong's
genera public to understand more about their rights as stipulated in the Covenant as well as
nurturing their sense of civic duties as Hong Kong citizens.

| understand that there will be along time before the Committee reviews the report
submitted by the Central People’ s Government and our Council will continue to keep track of
the economic, social and cultural situations of Hong Kong during thislong period with
reference to the stipulationsin the Covenant.  Our Council will continually be prepared to
provide further information to the Committee for its review when such need arises, and we
shall keep you informed of any such information provided.

Should you need any clarification or further information on our opinions, please do not
hesitate to contact Mr Anthony Wong, Chief Officer, International and Regional Networking,
at 2864 2993.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours Sincerely,

Christine Fang
Chief Executive

Encls

Note 1 : The full report is not enclosed for LegCo Members.
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