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Member will ask the question in this language
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5) Hon Michael MAK (Ora Reply)

Regarding civil servants work pressure, will the Government inform this
Council:

€)) of the total number of civil servants who sought help or guidance
over the past three years from the Civil Service Bureau or their
own departments because of work pressure, together with a
breakdown by their ranks;

(b) whether it will take the initiative to study the work pressure
experienced by the management and front-line staff of various
departments and consider ways to aleviate their pressure; if it will,
of the details of the study and consideration; if not, the reasons for
that; and

(© whether the departments concerned will assess the psychological
conditions of the candidates when considering promoting civil
servants to management posts in order to ensure that they can cope
with the work pressure after promotion?
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Hon Abraham SHEK (Oral Reply)

The Housing Authority ("HA") is exploring the feasibility of converting the
two surplus Home Ownership Scheme ("HOS") blocks into guesthouses or for
similar uses, and has invited expression of interest from the public in such a
proposal so as to gauge the interest of the market in providing a different
category of visitor accommodation. In addition, if HA decides to pursue the
guesthouse proposal, the flats will only be leased or sold on a block basis. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the reasons for HA's inclusion of the option of selling the flats on a
block basis in the proposal, and whether HA intends to permanently
change the functions and uses of the blocks concerned;

(b) whether the Administration or HA has sought in-house or outside
legal advice to assist it in deciding whether the proposal to lease or
sell the HOS blocks on a block basis for guesthouse use would
exceed HA's functions and authority, depart from the HA's principle
of focusing on providing public housing for the public and is
inconsistent with the Housing Ordinance (Cap. 283) and other
relevant legislation; and

(© if legal advice has been sought, whether different legal opinions have
been received; if so, of the details of and rationale for the opinions
and why, despite the legal opinions, HA has decided to proceed to
invite expression of interest from the public?
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