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West Kowloon Cultural District Development Project

1. MR JAMES TIEN: Madam President, the Government has advised that it
will award the construction and operation of the entire 40-hectare West Kowloon
Cultural District development project to a single developer by tender. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) whether it has assessed if the scale of the project will reduce the
number of developers capable of bidding to only a few, and will
result in restricting the choice of bidders, an undesirable tender
price, and the Government placing itself in an unfavourable position
in negotiating the details of the project with the successful bidder,
and of the reasons for not considering dividing the project and
inviting separate tenders, or putting up the part of the land
earmarked for commercial uses for sale by tender, so as to use the
land sale proceeds for developing recreational and cultural
Jacilities;



(b) as the culture and art sectors have expressed concern that
assigning the development of the cultural district to a profit-oriented
developer might eventually turn it info a place unworthy of its name,
whether the Government plans to conduct a new round of
consultation with these sectors on the approach to be adopted for the
development, if so, of the details of the consultation; if not, the
reasons for that, and

(c) of the monitoring measures in place to avoid the project
deviating from its original objectives, in terms of construction and
long-term operation?
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, there is a famous saying by FORD
when he asked his executive, "Tell me the colours of the car you want to have.
Any colour you want, tell me. You can have any colour you want as long as it is
black.” So, when it comes to listening to all the proposals from the developers,
or from the art sector, the Government is not listening because the only answer
the Government wants is one single development by one single developer.

My question is, in part (a) of his reply, the Chief Secretary for
Administration said that "Nor has this shown to be unreasonably restrictive."
In the tender document, the Government is very restrictive because only
developers who have had the experience of undertaking a project with a
construction cost of not less than $3 billion in Hong Kong can submit their
proposals, and there are not too many developers who have undertaken
construction projects of less than $3 billion.
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West Kowloon Cultural District Development Project

1. MR JAMES TIEN: Madam President, the Government has advised that it
will award the construction and operation of the entire 40-hectare West Kowloon
Cultural District development project to a single developer by tender. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) whether it has assessed if the scale of the project will reduce the
number of developers capable of bidding to only a few, and will
result in restricting the choice of bidders, an undesirable tender
price, and the Government placing itself in an unfavourable position
in negotiating the details of the project with the successful bidder,
and of the reasons for not considering dividing the project and
inviting separate tenders, or putting up the part of the land
earmarked for commercial uses for sale by tender, so as to use the
land sale proceeds for developing recreational and cultural
Jacilities;



(b) as the culture and art sectors have expressed concern that
assigning the development of the cultural district to a profit-oriented
developer might eventually turn it info a place unworthy of its name,
whether the Government plans to conduct a new round of
consultation with these sectors on the approach to be adopted for the
development, if so, of the details of the consultation; if not, the
reasons for that, and

(c) of the monitoring measures in place to avoid the project
deviating from its original objectives, in terms of construction and
long-term operation?
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, there is a famous saying by FORD
when he asked his executive, "Tell me the colours of the car you want to have.
Any colour you want, tell me. You can have any colour you want as long as it is
black.” So, when it comes to listening to all the proposals from the developers,
or from the art sector, the Government is not listening because the only answer
the Government wants is one single development by one single developer.

My question is, in part (a) of his reply, the Chief Secretary for
Administration said that "Nor has this shown to be unreasonably restrictive."
In the tender document, the Government is very restrictive because only
developers who have had the experience of undertaking a project with a
construction cost of not less than $3 billion in Hong Kong can submit their
proposals, and there are not too many developers who have undertaken
construction projects of less than $3 billion.
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