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Appendix

Jaughter angry over cross-border fraud case

A Guangdong police officer is accused of entering Hong Kong
and demanding $13.2m for the release of a businessman |

Stella Lee

Security officials are to be asked
to investigate how a Guangdong
policeman allegedly crossed the
border and came to Hong Kong
to pursue a fraud case,

The daughter of businessman
Chan Tsz-cheung, 56, has spoken
out after waiting 17 months in
vain for her father to be released.
He was detained in Guangzhou
after being arrested in October
2001 for suspected fraud.

A public security officer alleg-
edly demanded his family pay 14
million yvan (HK$13.2 million)
for his release.

Hong Kong police yesterday

said they would lock into the ‘

allegations.

The case involved a loan of
U552.9 million (HK$22.5 million)
from the state-funded Guangnan
(Holdings) to Yet Post Interma-
ticnal, which borrowed the mon-
ey after Mr Chan's company, Haw
Well Trading, approached it for a
loan. However, a change in main-
land policy later left Mr Chan
with problems repaying a debt of
U53$800,000 to Yet Post,

After Yet Post went into liqui-

dation in July 2001, Guangnan
was said to be trying to pursue
the outstanding loans from Mr
Chan, whose company also
closed in 1998.

Mr Chan's daughter, Joyce
Chan Yuet-chun, 30, said her fa-
ther had gone missing after he
went to Shenzhen on holiday on
Octbber 12, 2001. Ms Chan filed a
missing report to the police five
days later.

On November 2, her father
called, saying he was in Guang-
zhou and that she would later be

“They rejected my
request and said
there was
insufficient
evidence to
suggest therewas a
case of illegal
detention”

Joyce Chan
Daughter of detained businessman

able to collect his letters to his
family from sorneone called Lam.,
Four days later, Ms Chan said
she received a call from a Mr He
who arranged to meet her at The
Wharney Hotel in Wan Chal to
hand over the letters.

Ms Chan said she called the
police to report the suspicious
call and asked for officers to ac-
company her to the hotel, “They
rejected my request and said
there was insufficient evidence to
suggest there was a case of illegal
detention. They added it would
be & waste of public resources if
everyone made requests like
mine," she said.

There were' two men at the
hotel. One was the caller who
identified himself as He Liang
and another man, surnamed
Lam, who was said to be an em-
ployee from Guangnan.

"The Mr He did not say who
he was. He just said that he was
sent to Hong Kong to get some
information. He also refused to
say the whereabouts of my
father,” Ms Chan said. She was
handed her father's letters, in
which she was asked to find some
documents relating . to his case

A
Chan Tsz-cheung

and to get $5,000 ready for him.
She met the two men again two
days later to pass thern the docu-
ment and the cash.

Ms Chan received another call
telling her to go to a Guangzhou
hotel to complete procedures re-
lating to her father on November
26, 2001. There were three men at
the hotel including one who intro-
duced himself as a senjor public
security officer. "I then realised

that one of the two other men was
- the Mr He I met before. I asked if

he was also a public security offi-
cer, and he smiled and nodded. [
was shocked. [ was wondering how
mainland officers could travel to
Hong Kong in that way,'" she said.

“I did not know at that time

that my dad had been arrested. I

thought he had been kidnapped.”

The officers demanded she
pay 14 million yuan for the re-
lease of her father, who was being
held in a detention centre in
Guangzhott.

Ms Chan said she filed a report
with the Independent Commis-
sion Against Corruption in Octo-
ber last year. But the ICAC told
her the allegations involved juris-
diction outside‘Hong Kong,

The director of the Society of
Community Organisation, Ho
Hei-wah, said it was clear Mr He
had been on duty while in Hong
Kong. He would request that the
Security Bureau investigate the
incident.

Legisiator James To Kun-sun
said he would also follow up on the
case at the Legislative Council.

. The ICAC refused to comment
on the case, The Security Bureau
said mainland law enforcement
officers were forbidden from un-
dertaking any law enforcement
action in Hong Kong.

stelin. fylee@scmp.com



