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In response to media enquiries today (Friday, 21 February) about the updated
condition of two patients in Princess Margaret Hospital (PMFH), a spokesperson for
PMH gave the following reply:

1 Boy 9-year-old Discharged
Girl 10-vear-old | Discharged
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In response to media enquiries about some news reports today (11 March
2003), the spokesperson for the Prince of Wales Hospital (PWH) gave the following

reply:

7 Starting from 8 March 2003, some ward staff in one of the Medical Wards in
PWH, Ward 8A, have presented with symptoms of fever and upper respiratory tract
infection, including common cold, running nose, sore throat and cough. The hospital
has promptly provided medical examination for the staff concerned and carried out
various clinical tests to identify the origin of the illness. So far the test results did not
reveal any particular bacterial or viral infection. The hospital will continue furth~—

" testing.

PWH is closely following up and monitoring the condition of the ward staff
(some 20 staff members) with symptoms. In general the condition of the staff is good,
with some of them have already recovered and some have been granted with sick leave.
The hospital will continue to closely attend to their condition and follow them up
appropriately. Thrée of the ward staff with symptoms have been admitted to hospital
for treatment, among them two have had clinical features of pneumonia. At present,
their condition are stable. Furthermore, some 50 staff members of the Medical
Department who had no contact with ward 8A have expressed worries of possible
illness, therefore the hospital has arranged appropriate clinical tests and counselling for

them.

PWH paid special attention to the incident. It is being managed in
accordance with the established procedures of infection control measures. The_
measures include the requirements for staff on duty to put on masks; hands must bc
thoroughly washed before and after treatment procedures, etc. At the moment, there’
will be no more admission of new patients to Ward 8A. However, the ward is still
open for visitors as usual. As part of the infection control measures, all visitors will
have to contact the nursing staff before entering into the ward and put on masks before
visiting patients for droplet precaution. Furthermore, the air conditioning for ward 8A
is an independent systemn and hence organisms would not spread through the air. The
patients now staying in ward 8A are being treated for their medical illnesses and do not

have any symptom of pneumonia infection.

PWH has been closely monitoring the situation and development with the
Department of Health and providing the patients and staff concerned with appropriate

care.
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In response to media enquiries about some news reports today (11 March
2003), the spokesperson for the Prince of Wales Hospital (PWH) gave the following

reply:

7 Starting from 8 March 2003, some ward staff in one of the Medical Wards in
PWH, Ward 8A, have presented with symptoms of fever and upper respiratory tract
infection, including common cold, running nose, sore throat and cough. The hospital
has promptly provided medical examination for the staff concemed and carried out
various clinical tests to identify the origin of the illness. So far the test results did not
reveal any particular bacterial or viral infection. The hospital will continue further

" testing.

TIUEN

PWH is closely following up and monitoring the condition of the ward staff
(some 20 staff members) with symptoms. In general the condition of the staff is good,
with some of them have already recovered and some have been granted with sick leave.
The hospital will continue to closely attend to their condition and follow them up
appropriately. Thrée of the ward staff with symptoms have been admitted to hospital
for treatrnent, among them two have had clinical features of pneumonia. At present,
their condition are stable. Furthermore, some 50 staff members of the Medical
Department who had no contact with ward 8A have expressed worries of possible
illness, therefore the hospital has arranged appropriate clinical tests and counselling for

them.

PWH paid special attention to the incident. It is being managed in
accordance with the established procedures of infection control measures. The
measures include the requirc;nents for staff on duty to put on masks; hands must be
thoroughly washed before and after treatment procedures, etc. At the moment, there’
will be no more admission of new patients to Ward 8A. However, the ward is still
open for visitors as usual. As part of the infection control measures, all visitors will
have to contact the nursing staff before entering into the ward and put on masks before
visiting patients for droplet precaution. Furthermore, the air conditioning for ward 8A
is an independent sysiem and hence organisms would not spread through the air.  The
patients now staying in ward 8A are being treated for their medical illnesses and do not

have any symptom of pneumonia infection.

PWH has been closely monitoring the situation and development with the
Department of Health and providing the patients and staff concerned with appropnate
care.
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\ tion News Editors:
In response to media enquiries about some news reports today (12 March 2003),
a spokesperson for the Prince of Wales Hospital (PWH) gave the following reply:

Starting from 8 March 2003, some ward staff in one of the Medical Wards in
PWH, Ward 8A, have presented with symptoms of fever and upper respiratory tract
infection, including commeon cold, running nose, sore throat, and cough. The hospital has
been closely monitoring their condition in the past few days. Up to last night, three of the
staff with illness have been hospitalised for treatment, among them two have had clinical
features of pneumonia and their condition were stable. The condition of one of the staff

has become serious this morning.

A special clinic was set up last night to perform clinical examination on a few
dozens of staff working in Ward 8A. A ward has also been designated for hospitalisation
of the 23 ward staff with symptom of fever. The arrangement for hospitalisation is purely

-2 precautionary measure and is also intended to facilitate testing and monitoring. The

condition of all the S{aff is good and eight of them have the symptoms of pneumonia.

It is uncommon that quite a number of medical and nursing staff have been
foand to have presented with the symptoms of pneumonia within a short period of time.
We have already stepped up ‘the hospital infection control measures, including no new
admissions to Ward 84, infection control measures for visitors, and setting up a special
counter in Accident & Emergency Department to handle related enquiries.

The Hospital Authority (HA) will remind and reiterate to all health care
professionals in public hospitals to strictly observe the infection control measures with
regard to droplet precautions. They are required to put on masks, gloves and gowns in

.- taking care of patients with respiratory tract infection. Staff members with mild flu
symptoms or who have just recovered are required to put on masks when contacting with

11PN

patients. The HA Infection Control Task Force is closely monitoring the situation and the
development of all public hospitals. It is also in close liaison with the Department of
Health to speed up clinical tests to identify the origin of the illness and to prevent infection.
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Hospital Authority Building, 147B Argyle Street, Kowloon. Hong Kong.
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AEERBT (FHARHEPERHAEBRIARD
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Hospital Authority Building, 147B Argyle Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

s ttention News Editors: -

In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority
(HA) provided the following admission statistics of public hospital staff who suffered
from respiratory tract infection (as at 6:00 pm):

e - Total Admission _
Name of Hospital (The number in bracket are those with
preumonia symptom)
Prince of Wales Hospital 33  (18)
Kwong Wah Hospital - . 3 (3)
Pamela Youde Nethersole - 2 (2)
Eastern Hospital -
Union Hospital 1 (1)
Total 39 _ (24
* * * * * *

Enquiries: News Section Duty Officer Pager: 7328 3835 Fax: 2504 00[8 ES:G@8 $EFREEATHARE : 7328 3855 ®A 2504 0018
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Eriday, 14 March 2003

Attention News Editors:

In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority
(HA) provided the following admission statistics of public hospital staff who suffered
from respiratory tract infection (as at 2:00 pm):

Total Admission
Name of Hospital (The number in bracket are those with
' pneumonia symptom)
Prince of Wales Hospital 34 [Note 1] (20)
Kwong Wah Hospital , 3 [Note 2] . (3)
Pamela Youde Nethersole ‘ 5 " (5)
Eastern Hospital
Princess Margaret Hospital 1 [Note 3] (1)
Total 43 (29)

[Note 1] — including one PWH nurse who was originally treated at Union Hospital
[Note 2] — one of the staff is PWH supporting services staff -
' [Note 3] - The patient is a PWH doctor

Enquiries: News Section Duty Officer Pager: 7328 3855 Fax: 2504 0018 # & &Ry SEFREEHFHEE: 7328 3855 MK : 2504 0018
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Hospital Authority Building, 147B Argyle Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Sanurday. 15 March 2003

\ tion News Fditors:
In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority

(HA) provided the following admission statistics of health care workers who suffered
from respiratory tract infection (as at 1:00 pm):

Total admission
Health care workers of the{ Admitted to the following
following hospital/clinic hospital (The aumbers ia
bracket are those with
pacumonia symptoms)
Prince of Wales Hospital  |Prince of Wales Hospital 34 _(24)
Kwong Wah Hospital 1 (1)
. Princess Margaret Hospital 1 (D
Kwong Wah Hospital Kwong Wah Hospital 2 . (2)
Pamela Youde Nethersole® {Pamela Youde Nethersole 6 (6)
Eastern Hospital Eastern Hospital
Private Clinic Princess Margaret Hospital 3 (3
Total 47 (37)
*® * * * L *
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Hospital Authonty Building, 147B Argyle Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
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Attention N Editors:

In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority
(HA) provided the following admission statistics of health care workers who suffered
from respiratory tract infection (as at 1:00 pm}):

Total admission

Health care workers of the] Admitted to the following

following hospital/clinic hospital ( The numbers in

bracket are those with
pneumonizs symptoms )

Prince of Wales Hospital  [Prince of Wales Hospital 36 (29)

Kwong Wah Hospital 1 (1)

Princess Margaret Hospital 1 (1) !
Kwong Wah Hospital Kwong Wah Hospital 2 (2) f
Parmela Youde Nethersole |Pamela Youde Nethersole 6 (6)

- |Eastern Hospital Eastern Hospital
Private Clinic Princess Margaret Hospital 3 (3)
Total 49 (42)
% * * * * *
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Sunday. 16 March 2003
Attention News Editors:

. ... The spokesman of Prince of Wales Hospital (PWH).today. (16 March) said that in .

view of recent admission of some hospital staff, the following arrangements for patient
services would be made to deploy manpower to those service units with the greatest need:

1. All non-urgent follow up services at Medical sub-specialist clinics in Li Ka Shing
Specialist Outpatient Department including Hepatology Clinic, Hepatitis Clinic,
Hypertension Clinic, Cardiac Clinic, Asthma Clinic and Respiratory Clinic would be
temporarily suspended in next week (17.3.2003 to 23.3.2003). Non-urgent patients
attending the above Clinics at Li Ka Shing Specialist Clinic will be attended by nursing
staff or pharmacist for drug replenishment.

2. With effect from tomorrow (17.3.2003), all new out-patient appointments of the
Department of Medicine scheduled in the coming two weeks will be postponed. The
patients concerned -would be contacted to reschedule their appointment. -

3. ANl non-urgent surgical operations scheduled §n the coming weeg( (17.3.2003 -
23.3.2003) will be postponed to conserve intensive care service capacity. The hospital
will liaise with the concerned patients for the temporary arrangement.

4. With immediate effect ( 16.3:2003), all pregnant women with booking-in PWH, whose
gestational age of 37 weeks or above, would have their antenatal care and delivery
managed in Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital (AHNH). All urgent
gynaecological cases other than those requiring resuscitation in PWH will be diverted
to AHNH. The patients concerned have been contacted of the above arrangement and

2 24-hours enquiry hotline (2632 2905) has been set up.

PWH would continue to monitor the service arrangement to cope with the

development, We would like to apologise to the patients concerned for any inconvenience

caused.

Besides, in response to media enquiries about the tracing of the index case of the
current infection, we have been actively coliaborating with Department of Health to trace
the source. So far several possible sources have been identified. We would continue to try
our utmost to find out the origin and take the necessary precautionary measures to control

the infection.

ATTIGIPNY




Hospital Authority Building, 147B Argyle Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong. NEGZH EZH (47BEREHEE
:O:

—O0O=F=H++H (Z8H—)

BExREER

HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY

RERER BREERIEE NRULUTEEASRTPREREA
BeieREF (EESHTF—R):

i PN i IR
PRt ~2hr AR ‘ﬁﬂggfg’fﬁﬁ*
R BITR TR TR T B 41 (31)
R 1 (1)
BRI 1 (1)
o B AR BE 1 (1)
EERET EEERELE 2 (2)
REAEBRAFITERRE FELERARITEEE 7 (7)
FAFKZFT IR TR 3 (3
B 56 _(46)
HEc R A B
wE AlLrEgR (AR DERAR
REARD
L B TR T R 16 (15)
FARFSE LR TR T B R 23 (22)
e gy 39 (37)
FRABT A B (A+B) 95 (83)

Enquiries: News Section Duty Officer Pager: 7328 3855 Fax: 2504 0018 7 : 58 SEF WS SHM@EE : 7328 3855 @i :2504 0018




100024

- (F BEEUERTERETFAIESETRARERTEE BT —
LETEEERE IR TR ER S LB EA B RREIRA -
EEEGRAR  HEZERIRMARTRZRERE - LAESTEST
R+ 2 R RTER B H E B IS REHERIR A ¢ )

® 0k & % k%

-1

Enquiries: News Section Duty Officer Pager: 7328 3855 Fax: 2504 0018 %% © 50 2 @apit (LAACEISYE © 73283855 {2 : 2504 0018



oE S B
:_:}i_ H i " 1
o e I N B

10002

Hospital Authority Building. 147B Argyle Street, Kowloon. Hong Kong. AR E S E£# 147B B TR A
9

HREHR
HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY

‘o News Editogs:

In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority
(HA) provided the following admission statistics of health care workers who suffered
from respiratory tract infection (as at 1:00 pm):

A. Staff of Hospitals / Clinics

: Total admission
Health care workers of the| Admitted to the following ‘
following hospital/clinic hospital (The numbers in
Tt bracket are those with
pueumonia symptoms )
Prince of Wales Hospital  [Prince of Wales Hospital 41 (3D
Kwong Wah Hospital I M
‘{Princess Margaret Hospital 1
Tseung Kwan O Hospital 1 (D
Kwong Wah Hospital Kwong Wah Hospita! 2 _(2)
Pamela Youde Nethersole |Pamela Youde Nethersole 7 (7
Eastern Hospital Eastern Hospital
Private Clinic Princess Margaret Hospital 3 3
Total 56 (46)

Total admission
Nature Admitted to hospital
(The numbers in
bracket are those with
pneumonia symptoms )
Medical students Prince of Wales Hospital 16 (15)
Family members & visitors [Prince of Wales Hospital 23 (22)
Total 39 (37)
Grand total (A+B) [ 95 (83)

Enquiries: News Section Duty Officer Pager: 7328 3855 Fax: 2504 0018 XA : FW% SEFTEEMERAEE 7328 3855 @A : 2504 0018
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(Note: The Index Patient in PWH has just been identified following vigorous
contact tracing from various possible sources by the concerted efforts of the
Department of Health (DH) and Hospital Authority. That Index Patient is
most likely to be the source of infection of most healthcare workers in PWH.
After identification of the Index Patient, DH hence carried out epidemiological
study and has now been able to re-track and re-trace some patients, who have
been admitted to and treated in PWH earlier, and there are some 40 patients.)

2.
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Aftentinn News Editors:

the following admission statistics of
patients (as at 1:00 pm):

A. Staff of Hospitals / Clinjcs

In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson fo

BRETHEF

HOSPITAL

AUTHORITY
v, N 2003

____ —_———

r the Hospital Authority (HA) provided
patients who have been in close contacts with atypical poeumonia

. Health care workers of the

Admitted to the following
hospital

Total admission
{ The numbers in bracket
arc those with pneumenia

following hospital/clinic
symptoms )}
Prince of Wales Hospital Prince of Wales Hospital 44 (36)
Kwong Wah Hospital 1 )
Princess Margaret Hospital 1 (D
Tseung Kwan O Hospital 1 (1)
Kwong Wah Hospiral - Kwong Wah Hospital 2 (2
Pamela Youde Nethersole Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern §7 (7)
Eastern Hospital . Hospital :
Queea Elizabeth Hospital Queen Elizabeth Hospital 4 (D)
A private clinic in Mongkok : .{Princess Margaret Hospital 3 (3)
Tuen Mun Hospital * 1
A private hospital on HX Isiand [Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 3 (3)
Hospital
Total 67 (35
B. Medical students
Total admission

B

Admitted to hospital

{ The numbers in bracke?

Nature
are those with paegmonia
symptoms )
Medical students Prince of Wales Hospital 17 (17

C. Others close contacts of Index Patients

Admitted to hospital

Total admission
{ The numbers in bracket

"Nature
are those with paeumoaia
symptoms )

Family members & visitors Prince of Wales Hospital, Princess 39 (39

Margaret Hospital, Kwong Wah

Hospital, Pamela Youde Nethersole

Eastern Hospital, Queen Mary

Hospital
Total 39 (39)
{Grand total (A+B+C) ! 123 (111) |

» * L x * *
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Tuesday, 18 March 2003

Attention Nevws Editors:

The spokesman of New Territories East Cluster (NTEC) today (18 March 2003)

announced that in order to pool résources to take care of the Atypical Pneumonia patients admitted
in Prince of Wales Hospital (PWH), the followmg new arrangement (as at today, 18 March 2003)
would be made to deploy manpower to those service units with the greatest need:

€y

@
(3

@
&)

®

™
()

arrangement.

Starting from 00 hours of 19 March, the Accident and Emergency Service in PWH would be
suspended. PWH had liaised and informed the Fire Services Department for diversion of all
ambulance patients to other acute hospitals in the Cluster, including North District Hospita! and

Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital (AHNH) as well as to hospitals in other clusters if so

required. During the said period, patients should attend other Accident and Emergency

Department in other hospitals. We would review this temporary arrangement on 21 March and
the public would be informed of the service arrangement accordingly;

All elective clinical activities in New Territories East Cluster would be suspended with
immediate effect until 23 March to conserve Intensive Care Unit capacity;

All non-emergency follow up cases of the Medical Out-patient in PWH would be suspended
from 17 March to 23 March. Patients could attend the Medical Out-patient clinic as
scheduled for drug replenishment by nursing staff and pharmacists. Besides, consultation of
new cases at the Medical Outpatlent Clinics would also be suspended with immediate effect
until 23 March;

Service of the Day Ward in PWH would continue to be temporarily suspended;

All PWH obstetrics patients and gynaecological cases would be seen in ANHN. The PWH
Obstetrics and Gynaecology Outpatient Clinics would be suspended until further notice;

All patients experiencing chills, fever and rigor and had contacted with ward 8A of PWH
should attend the Accident and Emergency Department of Prince of Wales Hospltal for

management;
All PWH oncology and chemotherapy patients counid continue to attend PWH for management;

The NTEC has set up two 24 hours hotline for public enquiry for the above service
arrangement. The numbers are 2632 2512 & 2632 2234.

Arrangements had been made to inform panents affected by the above service re-
The NTEC apologised for the inconvenience caused to the public and would

monitor the situation closely.
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_ Thursday, 20 March 2003

- Attention News Edito_r_'sﬁ -

In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority
(HA) provided the following admission statistics of patients who have been in close
contacts with atypical pneumonia patients (as at 3:00 pm today):

A. Staff of Hospitals / Clinics

Total admission
Health care workers of the Admitted to the following { The numbers in bracket
following hospital/clinic hospital are those with pueumonia
a symptoms)
Prince of Wales Haspital Prince of Wales Hospital 53 (33
[Kwong Wah Hospital 3 (2)
Princess Margaret Hospital 1 (1)
Tfseung Kwan O Hospital I (1)
Kwong Wah Hospital . [Kwong Wah Hospital 4 (4)
- i One of the heafthcare workers
was discharged
hﬁamela Youde Nethersole Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 7 ()
Eastern Hospital Hospital
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Queen Elizabeth Hospital 35 (2)
A private clinic in Mongkok F_rincess Margaret Hospital 4 (4
Tuen Mun Hospital 1 (0)
A private hospital on HK Island [Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 3 (3)
| Hospital
Total 82 (7171

B. Medical students

Total admission

Nature Admitted to hospital ( The numbers in bracket
are those with pneumonia

symptoms )

Medical students Prince of Wales Hospital 17 (17)
One of the medical students

was discharged

Enquiries: News Section Duty Officer Pager: 1323 3855 Fax: 2504 0013 Z®: Gmg AEFAEEITARE - 7328 3855 MK :2504 0018



C. Other Patients

100037

Nature

Admitted to hospital

Total admission
( The numbers in bracket
are those with pneumonia
symptoms )

Patients, patients’ family
members & visitors

Prince of Wales Hospital, Princess
Margaret Hospital, Pamela Youde
Nethersole Eastern Hospital,
Queen Mary Hospital, Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, Tseung Kwan .

O Hospital

74 (7D
Three of the patients were
discharged

Grand total (A+B+C)

173 (165)
Five were discharged

The Department of Health and Hospital Authority have been closely
monitoring the clinical condition of in-patients with pnuemonia symptoms.
The total number of admission is released after collating, analysing and
confirming the clinical symptoms and test results of the patients concerned.
The total number of patients included those who have been admitted earlier.

On the other hand, six patients with atypical pneumonia died recently in the
following public hospitals: Kwong Wah Hospital (2 patients); Princess
Margaret Hospital (1 patient); Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital (1

patient); Prince of Wales Hospital (2 patlents)
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In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority
(HA) provided the following admission statistics of patients who have been in close
contacts with atypical pneumonia patients (a¥‘at-3:00 pm today):

' A Staff of Hospitals / Clinics

Total admission
Health care workers of the Admitted to the following (The numbers in bracket
following hospital/clinic hospital are those with pneumonia
symptoms)
Prince of Wales Hospital Prince of Wales Hospital 57 (37)
- Prince of Wales Hospital 2 (2
(Private doctors)
Kwong Wah Hospital 3@
Princess Margaret Hospital 3 )
Tseung Kwan O Hospital I (1)
Kwong Wah Hospital Kwong Wah Hospital 4 (4)
One of the healthcare workers
was discharged
Pamela Youde Nethersole Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 7 (D
Eastern Hospital Hospital
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Queen Elizabeth Hospital 5 (2
One of the healtheare workers
was discharged
A private clinic in Mongkok Princess Margaret Hospital 4  (4)
Tuen Mun Hospital 1 (1)
A private hospital on HK Island [Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 33
Hospital
A private hospital in Kowloon {Princess Margaret Hospital 2 (2)
Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 1 (D
Hospital
Total 93 (89)
Two of the healtheare workers
were dischareed
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B. Medical students 100041

Total admission
( The ntumbers in bracket

Admitted to hospital

Nature
are those with pneumonia
symptoms )
Medical students Prince of Wales Hospital 17 (17)
One of the medical studens
was discharged

C. Other Patients

e : : Total admission

Nature - - Admitted to hospital = [ (The numbers in bracket|’
are those with pneumonia
symptoms )

Prince of Wales Hospital, Princess 93 (91)
Four of the patients were

Margaret Hospital, Pameia Youde :
Nethersole Eastern Hospital, . discharged
Queen Mary Hospital, Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, Tseung Kwan
O Hospital

Patients, patients” family
Wmembers & visitors

Grand total (A+B+C) ' 203 (197)
Seven were discharged

The Department of Health and Hospital Authority have been closely
monitoring the clinical condition of in-patients with pnuemonia symptoms.
The total number of admission is released after coliating, analysing and
confirming the clinical symptoms and test results of the patients concerned.
The total number of patients included those who have been admitted earlier.

On the other hand, six patients with atypical pneumonia died recently in the

following public hospitals: Kwong Wah Hospital (2 patients); Princess
Margaret Hospital (1 patient); Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital (1

patient); Prince of Wales Hospital (2 patients).

.2,
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Friday, 21 March 2003

Attention News Editors:

The spokesman of New Temitories East Cluster (NTEC) today (21 Ma_rch
2003) announced that in order to pool resources to take care of the Atypical
Pneumonia patients admitted in Prince of Wales Hospital (PWH), NTEC had made
- several arrangements..  The following new arrangements (as at today, 21 March 2003)
would be made to deploy manpower to those service units with the greatest needs:

(1) The Accident and Emergency Service in PWH would be suspended for one more
week and will be reviewed then.  As arranged before, PWH had agreed with the

Fire Services Department for diversion of all patients transported _by ambulqnce to
other acute hospitals in the Cluster, including North District Hospital and Alice Ho

" Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital (AHNH) as well as to hospitals in other clust'ers
including Princess Margaret Hospital, Caritas Medical Centre, Yan Chi Hospital
and Tuen Mun Hospital if so required. Patients are advised to attend the
Accident and Emergency Department in other hospitals;

(2) All elective surgical activities in New Territories East Cluster would continue to
be suspended until 30 March to conserve Intensive Care Unit capacity;

(3) All non-emergency follow up of the Medical Out-patients in PWH would continue
to be suspended until 30 March. Patients could attend the Medical Out-patient
Clinic as scheduled for drug replenishment by nursing staff or pharmacists.
Besides, consultation of new cases at the Medical Qutpatient Clinics would also

continue to be suspended until 30 March;
(4) Service of the Day Ward in PWH would continue to be temporarily suspended,
(5) All PWH obstetrics patients and gynaecological patients would be seen in AHNH.

The PWH Obstetrics and Gynaecology Outpatient Clinics would be suspended
until further notice;

(6) All patients experiencing chills, fever and rigor and had contacts with ward 8A of
PWH should attend the Accident and Emergency Department of Prince of Wales
Hospital for clinical management;

(7) All PWH oncology and chemotherapy patients could continue to attend PWH for
management; if emergency service is required, those patients could attend the
Accident & Emergency Department in PWH.

(8) The NTEC has set up two 24 hours hotline for public enquiry on the above service
arrangement. The numbers are 2632 2512 & 2632 2234,

Arrangements had been made to inform patients affected by the above service
re-arrangement.  The NTEC apologised for the inconvenience caused to the public
and would monitor the situation closely.

* * *® * * *



apEEam
! HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY

PMIRES W AR E ARG L T O A SRR Ik SRR 4555 AT
WA RGBT (EE4 HF5—8) :

BREA ABEEHA BRE

RS/ 2F7 AR (ﬁﬁgﬁzﬁﬁ&
B B TR T B HESS TR 62 (62)
M TR (AEBE) 3 (3
WEEET 3 (3)
- - BRI 4 4
e B R B 1 (1)
1&%5% Fﬁﬁﬁ 4 4
— $teh 1 ABHBE
RELBRAFTITERR- Exﬁikﬂﬂﬁﬁ& 7 (7)
Eal bzt 15 R 5 2
. Hep | ABHR
B ALK 2T BRI 4 (4
| e 1 (1)
e — L E REABEARITREE 3 (3)
LB —RIRL R b BRI 7 (7
' HELERARITESR 1 (1)
¢ 105 (102)
Hep 2 AEHB
B. BRIZ4
ARBRBIBEEH
e} AR (ENAS R AR
REGAH)
SEREL HE R T8 17 (17)
Hop | ABSEE

Enquirizs: News Saction Duty Officer Page_r:_7328 3833 Faxi 2304 0018 ##: FRA #AFHEEITHES 7318 3855 BME:25040018.




100045

C. Hftg A
ABEA B
v = AR (EAARRPEREE
SRETABL)

WA FEFARESE REGEISE EE7E 125 (123)

B RELEEARITER| XYABdR
- % - BESGE - FHDES
T e e e E R R T

Heh 7 ABHE

E.g ABs A8 (A+B+C) 247 (242)

HEENECTER - ETUREEMABIRMANESR  £8% - 5
PR IEH MR ABRBRIRESRE  REATRALE - LilRAZ
HMEEFEICABREAA -

Z4t - IEHBIERBMABEATBREERRAE 8 A GERESK
(2 A): BRIBE (1A RELERAIITRER (1A) REFEE
B (4 N)-

-

L T I B

Enquiries: News Section Duty Officer Pager: 7328 3855 Fax: 2564 0018 %25 - FRE SEHFWM TSRS 73293855 @5 1 23504 0018




100046

AREHEN 4B EREER AL
Py

BEREER
BOSPITAL
: AUTHORITY

Sunday, 23 March 2003

Hospital Authority Bullding. 147B Argyle Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

— - Attention News Editors:

In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority
(HA) provided the following admission statistics of patients who have been in close
contacts with atypical pneumonia patients (as at 1:00 pm today):

A. Health care workers of Hospitals / Clinics

“Total admission
Health care workers of the Admitted to the following ( The aumbers in bracket
following hospital/clinic hospital are those with pneumoaia
[ _ symptoms )
Prince of Wales Hospital Prince of Wales Hospital 62 (62)
- = - Prince of Wales Hospital 3 3
(Private doctors)
Kwong Wah Hospital 3 (3)
Princess Margaret Hospital 4 (4)
_[Tseung Kwan O Hospital T ()
Kwong Wah Hospital Kwong Wah Hospital 7 9
One of the healthcare workers
) was discharged
Pamela Youde Nethersole Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastemn 7 (N
Eastern Hospital Hospital
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Queen Elizabeth Hospital 5 ()
One of the healthcare workers
was discharged
A private clinic in Mongkok Princess Margaret Hospital 4 (4)
Tuen Mun Hospital 1 (1)
A private hospital on HK Island |Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 3 D
Hospital
A private hospital in Kowloon |Princess Margaret Hospital 7 (M
Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern I (1)
Hospital ‘
Total 105 (102)
Two of the healthcare workers
were discharged
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B. Medical students

100047

Admitted to hospital

Total admission
( The numbers in bracket

Nature
are those with pneumonia
R symptoms )
Medical students Prince of Wales Hospital 17 (17)
One of the medical students
was discharged

C. Other Patients

T 7777 Nature

Admitted to hospital =~

Total admission

{ The numbers in bracket
are those with pneumonia
symptoms )

Patients, patients’ family
1members & visitors

Prince of Wales Hospital, Princess
Margaret Hospital, Pamela Youde
Nethersole Eastern Hospital, -
Queen Mary Hospital, Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, Tseung Kwan

O Hospital, Tuen Mun Hospital

125 (123)
Four of the patients were

discharged

Grand total (A+B+C)

247 (242)
Seven were discharged

The Department .of Health and Hospital Authority have been closely
monitoring the clinical condition of in-patients with pnuemonia symptoms.
The total number of admission is released after collating, analysing and
confirming the clinical symptoms and test results of the patients concerned.
The total number of patients:included those who have been admitted earlier.

On the other hand, eight patients with atypical pneumonia died recently in
the following public hospitals: Kwong Wah Hospital (2 patients); Princess
Margaret Hospital (1 patient); Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital (1

patient); Prince of Wales Hospital (4 patients).

[
I~
'
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. ——  Monday, 24" March 2003

Attention News Editors:

Hospital Authority (HA) Chairman Dr Leong Che-hung remarked as
_follows when he met the reporters at HA Building today (24™ March): -

HA Chief Executive Dr William Ho Shiu-wei felt unwell at 9:00pm last
evening (23™ March) when he was on his way to a private function on Hong Kong
Island. He immediately went to Queen Mary Hospital for a check-up and was
diagnosed to have fever and pneumonia symptoms. He was admitted around
midnight for ebservation and treatrnent. His condition is stable. Director
(Professional Services & Public Affairs) Dr Ko Wing-man w111 co-ordinate the
responsibilities and duties of the Chief Executive for the time being.

In order to deploy and reserve manpower and facilities to meet urgent
patient demands, all public hospitals will reduce non-urgent hospital admission
and outpatient services. The HA Chairman appealed to the public for
accommodating the possible inconvenience caused by service arrangement.

Infection control measures in all public hospitals will be further enhanced
to cover non-clinical areas including offices and canteens. Surgical masks will be
worn by all staff. Dr Leong also suggested members of the public avoid visiting
public hospitals unless necessary. Hospitals may provide visitors with surgical
masks if required. Dr Leong reiterated that the disease was considered to be
spreaded via droplets, precautions can be taken by wearing a surgical mask,
washing hands frequently and maintaining personal hygiene.

In conclusion, Dr Leong expressed his heartfelt appreciation to members of
the public, including those who have donated and supported the work of hospital

frontline staff.
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Attention News Editors:

In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority
(HA) provided the following admission statistics of patients who have been in close
contacts with atypical pneumonia patients or sporadic cases with atypical pneumonia

symptoms (as at 1:00 pm today):

‘A. Health care workers of Hospitals / Clinics

Total admission
Health care workers of the Admitted to the following (The aumbers in bracket
following hospital/clinic hospital are those with pacumania
symptoms )
Prince of Wales Hospital ~ (Prince of Wales Hospital 69 (69)
T Prince of Wales Hospital 33
Private doctors)
Kwong Wah Hospital 33
Princess Margaret Hospita] 4 (4
One of the healthcare workers
was discharged
Queen Mary Hospital 1 (1)
Tuen Mun Hospital 1 _ 1
United Christian Hospital 1 (D
Kwong Wah Hospital Kwong Wah Hospital 4 (4)
. One of the heaithcare workers
was discharged
Pamela Youde Nethersole Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 7 (N
Eastern Hospital Hospital
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Queen Elizabeth Hospital 6 (4)
One of the heaithcare workers
was discharred
Tseung Kwan O Hospital 1M
A private clinic in Mongkok  [Princess Margarst Hospital 4 3
Three of the healthcare
workers were discharged
Tuen Mun Hospital I
A private hospital on HK Island [Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 3 3
Hospital
A private hospital in Kowloon {Princess Margaret Hospital 8 (8
Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern r (M
Hospital
Total 117 (115)
Six of the healthcare workers
were discharged
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Total admission
Nature Admitted to hospital (The numbers in bracket
are those with pneumonia
o : ‘ - symptoms )
Medical students Prince of Wales Hospital 17 (17)
One of the medical students
was discharged
C. Other Pati
: Total admission
‘Nature™ ~ 77 |77 " Admitted to hospital — | (The dumbers Tabracket] ~ "
are those with pneumonia
symptoms )
Patients, patients’ family Prince of Wales Hospital, Princess 156 (134)
members & visitors ~ |Margaret Hospital, Pamela Youde | Seven of the patients were
Nethersole Eastern Hospital, discharged
Queen Mary Hospital, Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, Tseung Kwan
O Hospital, Tuen Mun Hospital,
United Christian Hospital
Grand total (A+B+C) 290 (286)
14 were discharged

The Department of Health and Hospital Authority have been closely
monitoring the clinical condition of in-patients with pnuemonia symptoms.
The total number of admission is released after collating, analysing and
confirming the clinical symptoms and test results of the patients concerned.
The total number of patients included those who have been admitted earlier.

On the other hand, 10 patients with atypical pneumonia died recently in the

following public hospitals: Kwong Wah Hospital (2 patients); Princess
Margaret Hospital (1 patient); Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital (1

patient); Prince of Wales Hospital (6 patients).

.2,

Enquiries: News Section  Duty Officer Bager: 75283855 Fax: 15040013 3 : Fiasa SHFMITHFATERS 1 75283855 M : 2504 0018




{ospital Authority Bunldmg 147B Argyle Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong. AETEE2H147B EREERA i §

BREZR
HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY

=OQ0=%¥=-B-+7H (E#H)

BREERTHEARMRESEAMERFARK BEEEES
PeERER  REEHRERASE RS RWMOIRG » TS24

leT%EEH

BE-HAZ+=HR E B — AR A ERSE 7
ZZIBHEBERE - B X LA AER > BIYEEDaE: 1%
MRESARTEFRIFAREYS - BEMREREE  HEREEY
Be— B - B H B AV AR SSRAOFZ AL R 5 -
B2 RBRESBEAANBEN TSNS tREE -

ALBERERBRFOTERE  ERERESN  RESKRIEY
HEARERSBRASE  IREMMNEEAR > SHMTs 5
BHREEMBRARNAT  LRRR RETE BTSN ERER -
REEHASEHFOEEEER - REXEBR SN BRITFEE - &
AEROR  ERAMRNERE SN AR ERABRSR TSRS -
EREEAKFAOESEEBRTHEL TS THRE - BN EERE
Mz RELEBOH TEREL  BXBA - AUESESSERNE
BE TR - ERBRETEARNELE  TEIATEE A8
ERMBFIER - BRSEHGEGARNNTESRLIEN - TR EE
IR EEES) - GERR - RRFEE  BEREH > IRIEENE
AW > BRERIFOTEN i -

HR AV EREAFHRER BEZANTIREEBELEMEAR
BEIRA - BiRCH—EHREBHERERIRE - £ 2T REHTED
SfF > BRI —FEHETRE  RESLBETRNAESATHT
RIGEERLE ST - SFERIEMBIRE 4 ARG -

* * * * * #

~ Enquiries: News Section Duty Officer Pager: 7328 3855 Fax: 2504 0018 EH:FRA YAFMIEHFRES : 7328 3855 @K 2504 0018



LIS i S i

e}

PRESS RELEASE i

100

ANETSS2H 147BBREERAKR
L)

- ' SEEER
HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY

Hospital Authority Building, 147B Arrérylc Streét, Ko-wloo-n, Ho;;é f(ong'.

The Chief Executive of Hospital Authority (HA), Dr William Ho Shiu-wei,
issued the following statement today (March 25) to express his gratefulness to the care
from his friends, HA staff, and the general public.

I fell sick when I was going to attend a private function on 23 March, initial
chest X-ray at Queen Mary Hospital (QMH) showed that I had pneumonia symptoms,
thus I was admitted to QMH for treatinent. Subsequent tests revealed that the symptoms
were similar to those of Atypical Pneumonia. My clinical condition is stable and may
have tc be hospitalised for a while. I and my family have received a lot of
encouragements recently and I would like to thank the relentless efforts spared by the
various Directors and many colleagues in HA to take up my duties.

Some of my friends were concerned with how I was infected. When I visited
the hospitals, sick staff and the health care workers who took care of them; got hold of
the updated situation, morale; and held discussion with the hospital management
regarding contingency measures; all areas 1 visited were high risk areas of infection. I
always strictly followed the infection control measures, including wearing masks; gowns
and caps (in high risk areas); and washing hands afier contacting patients. Any infection
control measures may not be 100 per cent fool-proof; in addition, I was under extreme
pressure of work load, hence the resistance to disease might be lowered, then I had been
infected. 1 would like to appeal to the general public that they should not visit hospitals
unless it is absolutely necessary and infection control measures have to be strictly
followed. In addition to infection control measures, we have to maintain healthy by
balanced diet, regular exercise, and sufficient rest.

In view of the extremely tight manpower in public hospitals, the hospital
management have to reduce the non-urgent services to spare the manpower and facilities
for the Atypical Pneumonia patients. We would like to appeal to the members of public
that the community and all health care workers have to co-operate and combat the recent

challenges together.
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_ Attention News Fditors:

In response to media enquiries, a spokesperson for the Hospital Authority
(HA) provided the following admission statistics of patients who have been in close
contacts with atypical pneumonia patients or sporadic cases with atypical pneumonia

symptoms (as at 1:00 pm today):

A. Health care workers of Hospitals / Clinics

Total admission
Health care workers of the | Admitted to the following (The numbers in bracket
following hospital/elinic : hospital are those with poeumonia
. symptoms)
Prince of Wales Hospital Prince of Wales Hospital 75 (75)
Prince of Wales Hospital 3 (3)
(Private doctors) :
Kwong Wah Hospital 3__0)
Princess Margaret Hospital 4 (4)
L Two of the healthcare workers
were discharged
Queen Mary Hospital 1 {1
Tues Mun Hospital 1 ()
United Christian Hospital I (1)
- Kwong Wah Hospital Kwong Wah Hospital ' 4 (4)
- One of the healthcare workers
was discharged
Pamela Youde Nethersole Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 8 (8)
Eastern Hospital Hospital
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Queen Elizabeth Hospital 7 (M
One of the heaithcars worksrs
was discharged
Tseung Kwan O Hospital 1 (D
A private clinic in Mongkok Princess Margaret Hospital 4 &)
Three of the healthcare
workers were discharged
Tuen Mun Hospital 1 (D
A private hospital on HK Island |Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 3 (3)
Hospital
A private hospital in Kowloon |Princess Margaret Hospital 8 (M)
Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern 1 (D
Hospital
Total ] 125 (124)
Seven of the healthears
workers were discharged

Enquiries: News Section Duty Officer Pager: 7323 3855 Fax: 23040013 %3 : §M4 LHFHEESRANSE 7328 3855 MA:-2504 0018




Total admission
{ The numbers in bracket
are those with pneumonia
symptoms)

Nature Admitted to hospital

Medical students Prince of Wales Hospital 18 (18)
One of the medical students

was discharged

C. Other Patients

Total admission

| T T Nature ™ 7~ |- — Admitted to hospital - T (The numbers in bracket
are those with pneumonia
. symptoms )
Patients, patients’ family Prince of Wales Hospital, Princess 176 (174)
members & visitors Margaret Hospital, Pamela Youde Eight OS f:h patients were

Nethersole Eastern Hospital,
Queen Mary Hospital, Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, Tseung Kwan
O Hospital, Tuen Mun Hospital,
United Christian Hospital, Kwong
Wah Hospital, Ruttonjee Hospital

,Grand total (A+B+C) 319 (316)
16 were discharged

The Department of Health and Hospital Authority have been closely
monitoring the clinical coadition of in-patients with pnuemonia symptoms.
The total number of admission is released after collating, analysing and
confirming the clinical symptoms and test results of the patients concerned.
The total number of patients included those who have been admitted earlier.

On the other hand, 10 patients with atypical pneumonia died recently in the

following public hospitals: Kwong Wah Hospital (2 patients); Princess
Margaret Hospital (1 patient); Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital (1

patient); Prince of Wales Hospital (6 patients).

.2
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spitnl Authority Bu:ldmg. 1478 Argyle Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

\ ttention News Editors:

In view of the recent development of atypical pneumonia, Hospita! Authority (HLA)
spokesman said today (March 27) that some hospital services will be affected. Individual
hospitals and clusters will reduce services taking into consideration available manpower and
the prevailing patients’ needs, the overall principles are:
= All non urgent operations, except those very essential ones, will be postponed.

All specialist out patient services will be reduced, clinical consultation will be provided

only when patients have clinical needs, for other patients, only drug refill will be provided.

» Patients of symptoms of atypical pneumonia will be cohorted to some selected hospitals,
othcr patients may have to be decanted to other wards or hospitals.

Besides, Hospital Authority spokesman also appealed to general public not to pay
visits to hospitals. As per infection control measures, areas occupied by cohort of patients
of atypical pneumonia are not open for all visitors. For extremely exceptional cases,

. infection control measures should be strictly complied with. Co-operation of ws:tors is
required to ensure that these measures are implemented.

Princess Margaret Hospital is actively re-arranging hospital services in preparation
for receiving patients with symptoms of atypical pneumonia referred from Department of
Health’s designated clinics. The details of service re-arrangements at Princess Margaret

Hospital will be announced tomorrow (28 March).

The general public who do not have symptoms of respiratory diseases (e.g. high
fever, coughing, chills, etc.) or whose condition is not urgent are advised to consider to attend
general out-patient clinics or seek private medical services as Accident & Emergency

Department of public hospitals are aiready facing very heavy workload.

It is believed that members of the public do understand the need of the above
mentioned service re-arrangements and measures which are absolutely necessary for handling
the present situation and prevention of further spread of the disease. Co-operation from the

public is essential.
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New Territaries East Cluster

Attention News Editors:

The spokesman of New Territories East Cluster (NTEC) today (28 March 2003)
announced that in order to pool resources to take care of the atypical pneumonia patients
" admitted in Prince of Wales Hospital (PWH), NTEC had made several arrangements. The
following new arrangements (as at today, 28 March 2003) would be made to deploy
manpower to those service units with the greatest needs:

(1) The Accident and Emergency Service in PWH would be suspended until further notice
As arranged before; PWH had agreed with the Fire Services Department for diversion
of all patients transported by ambulance to other acute hospitals in the Cluster,
including North District Hospital and Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital (AHNH)

as well as to hospitals in other clusters;

(2) All patients experiencing chills, fever and rigor and had contacts with ward 8A of PWH
should attend the Accident and Emergency Department of Prince of Wales Hospital for
clinical management;-

(3) All elective operations in New Territories East Cluster would continue to be suspended
until further notice to conserve Intensive Care Unit capacity;

(4) All non-emergency follow up of the Medical Qut-patients in PWH would continue to be
suspended until further notice. Patients could attend the Madical Out-patient Clinic as
scheduled for drug replenishment by nursing staff or pharmacists. Besides, consultation
of new cases at the Medical Outpatient Clinics would also continue to be suspended
until further notice; :

(3) Service of the Day Ward in PWH would continue to be temporarily suspended;

(6) All PWH obstetrics patients and gynaegélogical patients would be seen in AHNH. The-
PWH Obstetrics and Gynaecology Outpatient Clinics would be suspended until further
notice;

(7) All PWH oncology and chemotherapy patients could continue to attend PWH for
management; if emergency service is required, those patients could artend the Accident
& Emergency Department in PWH.

(8) The NTEC has set up two 24 hours hotline for public enquiry on the above service
arrangement. The numbers are 2632 2512 & 2632 2234,

Arrangements had been made to inform patients affected by the above service re-
arrangement.  The NTEC apologised for the inconvenience caused to the public and would

monitor the situation closely.
& L * * * *
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HONG KONG RED CROSS BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE -

(PRESS RELEASE)

e -~ - Friday, 28 March-2003

Revised Blood Donation Guidelines as a Precautionarv Measure recardine

Atvpical Pneumonia

In view of recent development of atypical pneumonia cases, the Blood Transfusion
Service (BTS) today (Friday, 28 March 2003) announces the introduction of additional blood
donor deferral measures with effect from tomorrow (Saturday, 29 March 2003) to safeguard

biood safety. - -

To ensure safety for blood recipients, the Hospital Authority (BTS) Expert Panel on
Blood and Blood Products Safety has thoroughly assessed currently available data on the
nature and route of transmission of atypical pneumonia and recommended the BTS to
temporarily defer people who have had history of close contact with patients confirmed or
suspected of atypical pneumonia from blood donation until further notice.

In making the announcement, the Hospital Chief Executive of BTS, Dr Lin Che-kit,
emphasized that the temporary measure is implemented as a purely precautionary measure
based on the theoretical risk of infection transmission. It does not mean that the deferred

persons have been infected.

Safeguarding blood safety is always BTS' prime concern, Dr Lin hopes that prospective
donors who may be deferred would understand the rationale for implementing this additional
deferral criterion. The Hospital Authority (BTS) Expert Panel on Blood and Blood Products
Safety will closely monitor the development and review the blood donation guidelines as

appropriate.
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In addition, the BTS has also reinforced the following precautionary measures to protect
the safety of blood donors, blood recipients and BTS front-line staff:-

l. Prosepctive donors who have contracted common cold or have symptoms of upper
respiratory tract infection, such as fever, running nose, sore throat and cough are reminded
to postpone their blood donation until and after a full recovery.

2. Prospective donors will be specifically asked during pre-donation screening for the above
symptoms as well as recent history of contact with other people having the above
symptoms.

3. Donors are reminded to inform the BTS at earliest instance if the above symptoms occur

 after blood donation so that the BTS can trace the donated blood for follow-up. A

4. All BTS front-line staff will wear masks and wash hands frequently to ensure personal

hygiene.
Donor centre facilities will be disinfected regularly to safeguard hygiene of the

e

environment.

Dr Lin expresses that the BTS is committed to providing safe and adequate blood supply
in Hong Kong. Whilst the community’s concerted effort in combating atypical pneumonia,
hospital patients still need the generous donation from blood donors to save their lives. In
view of the recent decrease in blood donation, Dr. Lin also takes the opportunity to appeal to
the public for their continual support to give blood to help patients in need.
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ion News Editors:

The spokesman of New Territories East Cluster today (29 March 2003} announced
that Accident and Emergency Services would be provided on a limited scale at the Prince of
Wales Hospital starting from 00 hours on 30 March 2003. Only walk-in patients would be
triaged and diagnosed. For patients requiring hospitalisation, they would be diverted to
other hospitals, including North District Hospital, Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital,

Tuen Mun Hospital and other hospitals for admission.

Hospital Authority (HA) spokesman also indicated that recently the artendance rate
of all Accident & Emergency Departments (AED) has increased significantly, patients mav
have to wait as long as a few hours. In response to the requests of general public to have
chest X-ray examination and rapid test for Coronavirus, HA spokesman stated that whether
there is a need for chest X-ray examination is based on clinical decision; and members of
public should not artend AED for rapid test of Coronavirus as the test is part of the
diagnostic process, and it is not used for general screening.

* * * x * x
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