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20/4/2004

Dr. Hon. Law Chi Kwong,
Room 601, City Bank Tower,
3, Garden Road,

Hong Kong.

Dear Sir,
Re: Select Committee on SARS

' In all the enquiries into the SARS crisis, o attention scems to have been given to the
medical treatment provided.

Amnnbcrofsigniﬁcantmportshavccomctomyaﬂentionthatsuggeststhatmqlﬁryis
Necessary: '

1. A (westem) doctor told me that he had tried to persuade some of the doctors treating SARS
to try nsing intravenous vitamin C: a therapy that has considerable clinical evidence of
efficacy for viral infections and which is completely safe. The advice was ignared even
though it could have been done without changing their prescribed treatment.

2. There were many press reports about the possibilitics are using traditional Chinese herbal
medicine. One reported that two doctors from China visited to offer advice but were ignored.
Anomcr,momrecemPressmpoggqmmdalomldmwrassayingmatthesemm ‘might
be useful when the proper treatment was not availabie’. To my mind, this statement exhibits
an extracrdinary degree of arrogance and narrow-mindedness in a situation where orthodox
therapies werc clearly not completely efficacious and have left many people with permanent
ill-health. :

3 A doctor of my aoquainlzncctoldm:thathehadtwoﬁ'imdﬁhhospita! with SARS. He
happens to have considerable experience of a nutritional therapy that has been subjected to
clinical uia]swith_positivermﬂts-forvimlinfecﬁonsb\ntha:am nat part of the western drug
orﬁxodoxy.Heofferedtopmvideﬁﬁsthaapyﬁ:ceofchargetohistwofrimdshnwas
refused by the doctor treating them.




There are two very serious issues irvolved in this:

i) The treaiments used in Hong Kong were chosen, not because they had been proven

 scientifically but because they seemed to be the best available within the knowledge of
western orthodox medicine, [n such a situation, alternatives therapics cannot be given the
usual dismiseal of there being 'no scientific proof’: there was pone for the treatments being
used and steroids are known to have serious long-term effects. In such circurnstances, surely
ammpk&lyopmmmdmmmdﬁmyandmpmhhtyshnuldberqecmdjustmn

does not fit with the westem arthodox paradigms. -

if) Itmmymdmsﬂn&ngﬁxﬂammnmtwasmadebyhnspmlamhomy(orm)dm
traditional Chinese medicine (or any otber alternative) could culy be used if the supervising
doctor agreed. Surely anyone at risk of dying, should have the right to decide for themselves
as to whether on not some alternative therapies should be tried. ' In the circumstances rio
doctor should be permitted to overrule the patient. If this was, indeed, the case, it is 2 gross
infringement of human rights, ~ '

I have not had time to look into these issues in detail nor bave I studied the terms of refexence
for your inquiry. I would, however, like to suggest you that these are sexious matters and
should be investigated. If it is not within your terms of reference, might 1 suggest that you
propase a further dedicated enquiry and require thﬂmyeomlmﬂeeofmqmrymnot
dominated by the orthodox western medical profession?

Imuncmwggmthatbothofmmimmmedmrmlvedmwﬁxﬂn'gmﬂ
understanding of the rights of the public but especially in case a situation similar to SARS
arisex in the futtre. .




